MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL on TUESDAY – 5/29/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Volunteer districts sought for kindergarten screener

· Educational records retention schedule

· “What Parents Want” award honorees

· Fledgling ospreys, students focus of upcoming articles

· EKU to offer Computer Science Camps (Attachment)

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Volunteer districts sought for kindergarten screener

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) invites school districts to volunteer to use the BRIGANCE Kindergarten Screen for the 2012-13 school year.

Starting in the 2013-14 school year, kindergarten classrooms in Kentucky’s public schools will use a readiness screener to ensure that all children receive the support they need to be successful in school. KDE has contracted with Curriculum Associates, LLC and will be using the BRIGANCE® Kindergarten Screen as the common kindergarten readiness screener. 

There is no cost to school districts for materials to implement the screener; those are paid for by state funds. 

Volunteer districts may choose to participate as an entire district or only volunteer specific schools. Volunteer districts will agree to comply with the expectations set forth in proposed state regulation 704 KAR 5:070, including the timeframe for implementing the screener no more than 15 calendar days prior to school starting and no later than the 30th instructional day of the 2012-13 school year.

Personnel in volunteer districts will participate in a Training of Trainers (TOT) session, hosted by the vendor in late June/early July. Those who attend this training will be responsible for training the district implementation team before administering the screener. TOT events will occur regionally throughout the state.

KDE will purchase screener materials for schools to implement the screener.

Any district interested in volunteering to participate in the use of the screener process for the 2012-13 school year must complete this Survey Monkey no later than Wednesday, June 6. 

For more information regarding the development and implementation of this common kindergarten readiness screener, contact Katie Williams or Bill Buchanan at (502) 564-7056.

Educational records retention schedule

If you have questions about retaining educational records, the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives’ Public Records Division has prepared a document that may help. 

The Public School Records Retention Schedule provides a list and retention schedule of all records created or received by a district’s central office, school board, school administration, school-based decision making councils and grades K through 12. 

Check out the Public School Records Retention Schedule at this link:

http://kdla.ky.gov/records/recretentionschedules/Documents/Local%20Records%20Schedules/PublicSchoolDistrictRecordsRetentionSchedule.pdf 

“What Parents Want” award honorees

Congratulations to the 17 Kentucky school districts that received the SchoolMatch “What Parents Want” awards for 2012.

The districts are:

Beechwood Ind.

Daviess Co.

Elizabethtown Ind.

Erlanger-Elsmere Ind.

Fayette Co.

Ft. Thomas Ind.

Hardin Co.

Jefferson Co.

Jessamine Co.

Kenton Co.

Madison Co.

McCracken Co.

Murray Ind.

Oldham Co.

Pikeville Ind.

Warren Co.

Woodford Co.

This is the 21st annual designation of “What Parents Want” awardees, which recognizes school systems that make noteworthy efforts to meet students’ and parents’ needs. SchoolMatch, a school research and data consulting firm, selects the awardees based on input from users of the company’s databases.

For 2012, approximately 2,400 schools nationwide were recognized with the “What Parents Want” award.

Fledgling ospreys, students focus of upcoming articles

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, isn’t just for teachers. It’s for anyone interested in keeping abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education – at the state level and in Kentucky schools.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Spring is here, and the ospreys are nesting at Lake Barkley. See how students throughout the state are learning about ecosystems with a “bird’s-eye view” of these magnificent creatures and their new offspring. And find out how you can get a close-up look at the ospreys, too, thanks to a nest cam and the Kentucky Environmental Projects, Inc.

·        Are Kentucky children arriving in kindergarten ready to learn? See how the state’s new kindergarten entry screener, scheduled for implementation this fall, will provide districts with a way to measure students’ readiness for school in five areas and how that information will be used to ensure students are on the right path for school success.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE:  Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

EKU to offer Computer Science Camps (Attachment)

It is not too late to register for one of EKU's Computer Science Camps this summer!  The Department of Computer Science is offering a wide variety of computer based classes for students age 7-18 beginning the week of June 11 and continuing through July 26.  This unique and exciting educational experience will allow students to enhance their imagination and express their artistic and creative skills while simultaneously engaging in problem solving, analysis, design, and programming.  Please open the attached brochure for all the class details and share with any students looking for an engaging and fun way to spend at least a portion of their summer vacation.

For further information, please contact:

Dr. Ka-Wing Wong
Department of Computer Science

Wallace 417

Eastern Kentucky University

521 Lancaster Avenue

Richmond, Kentucky 40475

859-622-1228 or 1-877-358-6742

Ka-Wing.Wong@eku.edu 
Registration is also available on-line at http://www.ceo.eku.edu
