MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 5/7/12

Monday E-Mail combines several items into one communication.

· Coordinated School Health Symposium set for June 24-25

· KDE to Host District Finance Officer Productivity Improvement Regional Meetings

· Kentucky Writing Project Summer Academies (Attachment)

· Top school, teacher of the year, testing guru’s book review on tap

· AOC to charge schools for criminal record reports 

· U@18 program prepares high schoolers 

· Kentucky State Fair Education Program spotlights War of 1812
· New STEM opportunity on International Space Station

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Coordinated School Health Symposium set for June 24-25

The Coordinate School Health Symposium is sponsored by the Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) and the Kentucky Department of Education’s (KDE’s) Coordinated School Health (CSH) Team. The symposium is set for June 24-25 at the Marriott Griffin Gate in Lexington. The theme will be “Coordinated School Health: The Missing Link in Unbridled Learning.” 

On Sunday, June 24, there will be a Healthy Schools Celebration kickoff event to recognize schools across the state in their CSH efforts, with opening remarks from Dr. Steve Davis, acting commissioner of the Kentucky Department for Public Health, and Felicia Smith, KDE associate commissioner. On Monday, June 25, there will be a keynote speaker (John Skretta), breakout sessions showcasing CSH initiatives from across the state and district/school planning time. Skretta is a 2010 Alliance For A Healthier Generation Healthy Schools Champion and superintendent of the Norris School District in Nebraska. 

Registration information can be found here and online at KSBA’s website. For more information, contact KDE CSH Project Director Jamie Sparks at jamie.sparks@education.ky.gov. 


KDE to Host District Finance Officer Productivity Improvement Regional Meetings 
The Kentucky Department of Education was awarded a $10,000 grant by the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) to participate in the Resource Reallocation Policy Academy that will focus on how best to efficiently reallocate state education resources in support of increasing educational performance.  The NGA Center will assist states in developing a plan for implementing recommendations on resource allocation and reallocation.

KDE’s focus will be to benchmark and track productivity improvements within school districts, identify best practices that reduce expenses, and communicate these best practices across the state for all districts to benefit.  Regional meetings for district finance officers will be held in May to identify target areas for tracking:

Date

Time

Location

Regional Area

5/17/12  

1 – 4pm ct

Kentucky Dam Village State Park

Paducah (west)

5/18/12

10am – 2pm ct

Dale Hollow Lake State Park

Monticello (south)

5/21/12

1 – 4pm et

Natural Bridge State Park

Lexington (east, north)

5/23/12

1 – 4pm ct

Rough River State Park

Elizabethtown, Louisville (central, north)

5/30/12

1 – 4pm et

Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort

Frankfort (central)

Registration information for the regional meetings will be provided to finance officers.

The grant was made possible through funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

For more information, please visit www.nga.org/cms/center/edu.

Kentucky Writing Project Summer Academies (Attachment)

This summer, the Kentucky Writing Project (KWP) is offering summer academies for teachers of English learners -- Focus on English Learners & Culturally/Linguistically Diverse Students: Meeting the New Common Core Standards for Literacy -- in four different locations throughout the state. 

The academies focus on the language learning needs of English learners as they relate to the Kentucky Core Academic Standards (KCAS) and how to integrate language in content areas for all students using KCAS. The academies will be led by teacher leaders who will demonstrate projects from their own classrooms and engage participants in developing materials for use in the 2012-13 school year. 

Successful participants will receive 18 hours of professional development credit and a $100 stipend. Stipends will be awarded to participants who complete a plan during the academy, then submit documentation that shows how they have shared and implemented their learning in their schools and districts. 

With the $75 registration fee participants will receive:

·        experienced Teacher Leaders to assist in learning about meeting students’ needs

·        resources to take back to school

·        research-based strategies for improving student learning and literacy

·        time and assistance as they develop their plans for classroom projects

·        opportunities for follow-up online and at the KWP Fall Conference.

The dates and locations of the academies are:

June 6-8 

Northern Kentucky Writing Project

Highland Heights

June 18-20

Bluegrass Writing Project

Lexington

June 6-8

Louisville Writing Project

Louisville

July 10-12

Western Kentucky University Writing Project

Bowling Green

Participants must be certified staff employed by a Kentucky public school or district for 2012-13. Electronic registration is available at www.kywritingproject.org, or mail the attached registration form to Jean Wolph, Louisville Writing Project, CEHD 105-UofL, 1905 S. 1st St., Louisville, KY 40292; or e-mail to jean.woph@louisville.edu. 


The registration deadline is June 1. The KDE contact is Jayne Kraemer at jayne.kraemer@education.ky.gov.

Top school, teacher of the year, testing guru’s book review on tap

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, isn’t just for teachers. It’s for anyone interested in keeping abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education – at the state level and in Kentucky schools.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Find out how high expectations, continuous collaboration and a caring staff earned Southside Elementary (Pike County) recognition as a 2011 National Blue Ribbon School.

·        So what’s the focus on formative assessment in Kentucky classrooms all about? Associate Commissioner for the Office of Assessment and Accountability Ken Draut reviews W. James Popham’s book, Transformative Assessment in Action: An Inside Look at Applying the Process. Find out why KDE’s lead testing professional called it the best testing book he’s read in 25 years.

·        Kentucky Teacher of the Year Kimberly Shearer reminds us that improving student achievement isn’t a solitary activity and why collaboration is so important.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher. 

We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

AOC to charge schools for criminal record reports 

For nearly 20 years, the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) has provided free criminal record reports for personnel and volunteers at Kentucky’s public and private schools. In 2011 alone, the AOC Records Unit processed nearly 217,000 criminal record reports for schools statewide. 

While AOC had hoped to continue providing this important service for free, deep cuts to the Judicial Branch budget have required the AOC to make difficult decisions in order to balance its budget. 

In April, the Kentucky General Assembly passed a budget that reduced the Judicial Branch’s operating funds by $16.2 million for each year of Fiscal Years 2013 and 2014. This is the latest of many cuts the court system has sustained since 2008.

As a result of these reductions, the court system has cut its operations, programs and personnel. AOC also is taking the step of charging schools $10 for each criminal record report. The $10 fee for schools will take effect July 1 and is discounted from the $20 fee for our other customers. 

The AOC Records Unit will be switching the status of all school system accounts from free to fee-based. Schools will continue to use the same process to submit requests and retrieve reports through our online service called AOCFastCheck. The primary difference is that the AOC will require payment in advance for all requests. 

At your earliest convenience, please contact Jason Cloyd or Jimmy Lawson in the AOC Records Unit at recordsunit@kycourts.net or (800) 928-6381 to set up a method for payments. 

It is important to note that only school systems with an account registered with the AOC will be offered the $10 rate. Individuals who request background checks will be charged $20. 

U@18 program prepares high schoolers 

Your school or school district is invited to participate in the U@18 program, sponsored by the Young Lawyers Division (YLD) of the Kentucky Bar Association (KBA). U@18 is a classroom presentation by a volunteer attorney, designed to introduce high school juniors and seniors to the change in legal status that occurs when one reaches the age of 18, i.e., the “age of majority.” This project has been endorsed by the Kentucky Education Association.

Through television and movies, most young adults are aware that potential criminal responsibility becomes more serious as an adult. However, many are uninformed of their basic rights and responsibilities as renters, consumers, property owners, voters, spouses and employees. Through KBA’s program, which includes both a classroom visit from a young attorney and an interactive showing of the new and exciting U@18 video to each group of student participants, a basic overview of these topics is provided, with an emphasis on practical and straightforward information.

Volunteers present this important and timely material through an engaging and professionally produced video. The key component of the U@18 program remains, however, a classroom visit from a young attorney. YLD members (that is, attorneys in their first ten years of practice) from around the state are prepared to make a one-hour presentation to your students, preferably seniors who are about to or who have reached the age of 18, expanding on the scenarios and information portrayed in the video and answering questions. 

These visits bring the material to life and engage students in thoughtful dialogue about the law, society and their role as a citizen. Having only YLD members make classroom presentations also can provide positive role models for those young adults considering a career in the law.

If you are interested in having a U@18 presentation in your school, contact Mary Ann Miranda at (859) 333-2613, mary_a_miranda@yahoo.com or mary_a_miranda@kyed.uscourts.gov. 

Kentucky State Fair Education Program spotlights War of 1812

The Kentucky State Fair, set for August 16-26, has a great way for you and your students to kick-off the 2012-13 school year. The Education Program is spotlighting a new thematic exhibition, “War Hawks & Valiant Volunteers: Kentuckians in the War of 1812” and the return of “United We Stand, Divided We Fall: Kentucky and the Civil War +150” and Discovery Farm sponsored by Kentucky Pork Producers.  

There are several additional educational opportunities that are being put together for the 2012 Kentucky State Fair. More information will be released in the coming months about all the exciting opportunities for field trips, so stay tuned.

A full schedule of activities, student worksheets and post-tour lesson plans are planned to complement Kentucky’s Core Academic Standards. As students and teachers experience “the ultimate field trip,” they will no doubt be surprised by what they learn on this fun adventure at the Kentucky State Fair. For additional information, please visit www.kystatefair.org.

A special discounted admission is available to school groups booked and confirmed in advance. The admission is $2 per student, teacher or chaperone accompanying your group. Parking is $8 per vehicle. If you are interested in scheduling a field trip to the fair, please fill out a booking form and return it by August 1.

You can book your field trip online at www.kystatefair.org (click on Education and then Field Trip Program) or download a booking form and fax or mail it in. 

For more information, or if you have questions, please contact Lauren Beckley at (502) 367-5208 or via e-mail at lbeckley@ksfb.ky.gov.

New STEM opportunity on International Space Station

The National Center for Earth and Space Science Education, in partnership with NanoRacks, invites communities across the U.S. to participate in SSEP Mission 3 to ISS.

SSEP immerses a community of students in real scientific research of their own design, using a highly captivating spaceflight opportunity on the International Space Station (ISS) - America’s newest National Laboratory. This will garner the community significant media attention for STEM education.

Each participating community will be provided all launch services to fly a real microgravity research mini-laboratory on ISS from early April to mid-May 2013 and a kit for assembly and loading of their mini-lab.

An eight-week experiment design competition in your community, held in the fall of 2012, will allow grade 5-12 student teams to design real microgravity experiments vying for the community’s reserved mini-lab slot on ISS. Your student teams write very real and grade-level-appropriate research proposals and go through a formal proposal review process, then one experiment is selected to fly for your community. This is a true science immersion program where students are asked to be real scientists and go through the exact same process as professional researchers vying for research resources and research opportunities.

All participating communities must be aboard by September 12, requiring submission of an Implementation Plan well in advance of program start in a community. 

The National Announcement of Opportunity includes links to all aspects of the program, including program operations, how to participate, profiles of the 40 communities participating to date, summaries of all selected flight experiments, media coverage and program testimonials from community leadership. The announcement may be seen at http://ssep.ncesse.org/?p=9708. 

For more information, contact Jeff Goldstein, center director and SSEP program creator at (301) 395-0770.

