MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 6/18/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Change in Reporting Due Date: MERR Report
· CIITS webcasts

· Join us for Commissioner Holliday’s Twitter Town Hall

· KDE has implemented a new EGRANTS Web Submission System

· 2012 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program RFA Awards

· KBE Chair’s Comments on Bullying

· June 27-28 Behavior Institute – Registration Deadline Extended!!!! (Attachments)

· Kentucky Teacher -  Digital textbooks, photos in next Kentucky Teacher
· U.S. Department of Education Announces Online Community of Practice Group for Rural Schools
· 2012 Summer of Innovation Mini-Grants opportunity 
· Tools for Thoughtful Assessment Institute (Attachment)
· Core Arts Standards writing teams to meet
· REMINDER: New STEM opportunity on International Space Station


If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE



Change in Reporting Due Date: MERR Report

Each year, districts are required to submit a Minority Educator Recruitment and Retention (MERR) report of their efforts to increase the percentage of minority teachers. In years past, MERR reporting took place on or before October 1. 

As a result of the implementation of the redesigned system, the MERR report will be due on or before July 31. The new Kentucky Educator Placement Service (KEPS) application will open statewide beginning July 1, and the old KEPS will officially close June 30. Once the old KEPS closes, districts will no longer have access to postings in that system, so it is imperative that the editors complete the hiring information in the annual MERR report prior to the July 31 deadline. The MERR Web application will be open to complete the MERR portion of the report on July 1 and close July 31. 

 

To assist districts with the reporting process, KDE will provide step-by-step procedures in an e-mail to all district KEPS contacts/editors. If the district contact has recently changed, please contact Candace Souder at (502) 564-1479 or at candace.souder@education.ky.gov.

CIITS webcasts

On Thursday, June 21, from 2 to 3 p.m. ET, there will be a Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) webcast for participants in the District 175 project, which provides access to the CIITS training site for co-ops, colleges of education and various stakeholder groups. 

This webcast will include an overview of CIITS functionality and include a demonstration of the system. The webcast can be accessed at the following link: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/encoder3a 

Questions can be sent to kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov – please include District 175 webcast in the subject line. The webcast will be recorded and made available for those who are not able to join live.

On Friday, June 22, from 2 to 3 p.m. ET, principals are invited to participate in a CIITS webcast. This webcast will include an overview of CIITS, a live demonstration and a discussion of the data and reports that are available in CIITS and how they can be used for school improvement.

You may submit questions ahead of time at kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov or anytime during the webcast – please indicate Principals’ webcast in the subject line. The June 22 webcast can be accessed here. The webcast will be archived and a link distributed when it is available.

Join us for Commissioner Holliday’s Twitter Town Hall 
 

The Kentucky Department of Education invites teachers, administrators, district staff, parents, students and other education stakeholders to submit questions for Commissioner Terry Holliday's Twitter Town Hall Wednesday, June 20 from 4-5 p.m. ET. Questions can be tweeted both before June 20 and during the live event from 4-5 p.m. ET. Use the hash tag #AskDocH to send questions.

 

If you don’t have a Twitter account and would like to sign up for one, visit www.twitter.com. It’s a free service and also offers apps for smartphones if you’d rather follow along off of a traditional computer desktop or laptop.

 

The Twitter Town Hall also will be webcast live. If you would like to follow the Twitter Town Hall via live webcast, click here. To listen and/or watch, you must have Windows Media Player installed on your workstation. Once Windows Media Player is installed, simply click on the appropriate link to hear audio-only or view the video with audio.

 

To install Windows Media Player on your device, please click the appropriate link below:

 

Download the Windows version of Windows Media Player.

Download the Macintosh version of Windows Media Player.

 

Commissioner Holliday looks forward to answering your questions June 20.

KDE has implemented a new EGRANTS Web Submission System

KDE has implemented a new EGRANTS web submission system.  The system was made possible with Education Jobs Fund (Ed Jobs) grant funding.  Ed Jobs will be the first grant type to be submitted via the new system.  Additional grants will be added to the system in the near future.    

 

Prior to submitting your next project budget report for Ed Jobs please contact your local Web Applications Administrator Point of Contact (WAAPOC) and request to be given permission for the Grants Data Collection Application.  Once you have the needed access, please submit your project 4411 budget via the new web-based system at https://odss.education.ky.gov/grants/.  Submission instructions are available upon login.  If you have any questions, please contact Tim Cooper at tim.cooper@education.ky.gov or (502)564-3930.

For further information, please contact Kay Kennedy at Kay.kennedy@education.ky.gov .

2012 Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Program RFA Awards

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is pleased to announce that the review process for the 2012 Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Program RFA is complete.  Awards will be posted to the following website within 24 hours: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Grant+Information/Competitive+Grant+Awards/. 

We appreciate everyone’s participation in the grant process and hope that you will continue to seek and apply for beneficial grants for your regions, districts, and schools as they become available.

Awards are contingent upon available funding and regions, districts, and schools meeting all programmatic and budgetary requirements.

For information about the regions receiving funds or if you have budget-related questions, please contact Deanna Tackett at deanna.tackett@education.ky.gov or at (502) 564-5625.  If you would like copies of your score sheets or have questions related to the application process, please contact Jason Kendall at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov or at (502) 564-2351.  


KBE Chair’s Comments on Bullying

The following comments from Kentucky Board of Education Chair David Karem were included in the board’s June “Board Notes” newsletter, and we are featuring them again here to emphasize the need to focus our efforts to both prevent and address bullying in Kentucky schools.

“At its June 6 meeting, the Kentucky Board of Education received a briefing on how the Kentucky Center for School Safety and the Kentucky Department of Education provide support and guidance for school districts on the issue of bullying. The board had asked for the briefing due to the increased attention that bullying is getting from the media and the number of inquiries that the board is receiving.

 

Associate Commissioner Susan Allred began the presentation by saying that in order to deliver on the goal of ensuring that all students are college/career ready, bullying cannot continue. The board wholeheartedly agrees, and moreover, we emphasize that a zero tolerance for bullying must exist. All students are entitled to a safe learning environment. Thus, the board is asking all school districts to redouble their efforts to eliminate the bullying of any student, whatever the reason. 

 

The Kentucky Department of Education is available to provide resources on the topic and to help facilitate communication between parents and school districts when bullying occurs. For assistance, you can contact Amy Peabody, Assistant General Counsel, in the Office of Guiding Support Services at (502) 564-4474 or via e-mail at amy.peabody@education.ky.gov or staff in the Division of Student Success at (502) 564-2116. Additionally, staff at the Kentucky Center for School Safety is available at 877-805-4277.

 

Make sure that if bullying situations arise in your school districts, they are addressed. Please join together with the board to eliminate this serious problem that can render devastating emotional and psychological impacts upon our vulnerable youth.”  

June 27-28 Behavior Institute – Registration Deadline Extended!!!! (Attachments)

Nationally awarded KY Behavior Institute is extending the registration deadline through June 28th and will accept walk-in, on-site registrations.   We will also take POs for districts that need to invoice for July 1 funds to support this PD ($150/person for 2 day conference).  Join over 100 national and state presenters, in 80 sessions which feature successful schools & administrators, master teachers, and interagency partners in sessions with 10 strands targeted to administrators and teachers at every level.  See attached flyers for national speakers, topic profiles, and overview of session titles.  On-line registration is available at the link below.

Administrator sessions include school-wide discipline systems, positive behavior support at all tiers, Behavior RTI, brain-based learning strategies, effective staff supervision of students, office discipline referral systems, alternatives to suspension, successful Elementary, Middle and High School teams and administrators, prevention of school-wide bullying and evidence-based practices for differentiated intervention with bullies and victims, PASS programs for assisting students with emotional and behavioral needs in general education classrooms, ‘cutting’(self-abuse), dropout prevention, autism spectrum disorders, ADHD, Kids In Court, School to Prison Pipeline, teaching adolescents responsible behavior, Persistence to Graduation Tool, Interventions for students in Trauma (e.g., parent in Afghanistan, tornados, abuse and neglect), etc.

Check This Out:  Nationally Acclaimed KY BEHAVIOR INSTITUTE is back!  June 27-28, 2012 in Lexington!

Hope to See You There!

www.state.ky.us/agencies/behave/misc/bi01.html
Digital textbooks, photos in next Kentucky Teacher

School is out, but Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, is still going strong this summer, keeping readers abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Three years without state money for textbooks have left teachers hunting for alternative resources in their classrooms, leading one Hardin County educator to create homegrown, digital textbooks. Are digital textbooks the wave of the future in Kentucky? Learn the pros and the cons to such a move.

·        Cue the dry ice and Bunsen burners. KDE photographer Amy Wallot spends some time with teachers in Fayette County as they learn some new science tricks of the trade to use in their classrooms.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.



Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.


U.S. Department of Education Announces Online Community of Practice Group for Rural Schools

Last week, the White House Rural Council announced the U.S. Department of Education’s new online community of practice group for rural schools. Virtual communities of practice provide a platform for educators to connect to resources, tools, colleagues, experts, and learning activities, both within and beyond schools.

Rural school leaders and teachers can join this online community by logging-on to www.schoolturnaroundsupport.org, creating an account, and choosing the Rural Schools group. As membership grows, rural educators will be able to connect with peers in their home states and across the nation to exchange ideas and learn from one another. READ MORE.


2012 Summer of Innovation Mini-Grants opportunity 
NASA is accepting proposals until June 29 for the mini-grants component of the agency's 2012 Summer of Innovation (SoI) project. 

Proposals may be submitted through the National Space Grant Foundation for NASA-themed content in a variety of programs geared toward middle school students. The foundation is administering the grant program for NASA. 

Mini-grants are designed to engage a wide variety of education partners – such as museums, schools or school districts, and youth organizations – to infuse science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) content in existing summer and after-school student programs. The maximum award value for each 2012 mini-grant is $2,500. 

In 2011, 180 mini-grants were awarded in 46 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to organizations including museums, non-profit organizations, public schools and youth organizations. This year, NASA anticipates making approximately 200 awards. 

For more information about SoI mini-grant eligibility, timeline and application, visit http://soi.spacegrant.org/about.

Tools for Thoughtful Assessment Institute (Attachment)

On July 30 and 31, the Allen County school district will host a two-day institute featuring Harvey Silver, Ed.D., and content from his new book, Tools for Thoughtful Assessment. 

Silver will present a variety of practical, classroom-tested tools and techniques that teachers can use right away to address the critical components of assessment. Participants will learn:

a variety of tools to help make the move from traditional evaluation to assessment for learning how to use these tools to assess before, during and at the end of instruction how to adapt these tools to meet specific assessment and instructional goals, such as developing clear learning targets, teaching students how to produce high-quality work and helping students monitor their own learning 

Participation is open to personnel from any Kentucky school district. For more details, see the attached flyer or contact Rick Fisher, director of instruction for the Allen County school district, at ricky.fisher@allen.kyschools.us.

Core Arts Standards writing teams to meet

The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS) writing teams representing dance, media arts, music, theatre and visual arts will meet in Reston, Va., June 19-22. The five teams, convening in person for the first time, are drafting the Next Generation Arts Standards. They will gather, along with NCCAS Leadership, at the offices of the National Association for Music Education, the National Arts Education Association and the College Board for a series of high-focus writing sessions in each of their disciplines.

The meeting will feature a live video broadcast session entitled Embedding Enduring Understandings, Essential Questions and Cornerstone Assessments into the new Core Arts Standards, on Wednesday, June 20, at 3:45 p.m. ET. The session will be streamed from the NCCAS wiki at http://nccas.wikispaces.com; questions and comments will be accepted on a companion live blog.

An updated version of the framework is planned for public release following the Reston meeting. The standards will be grounded in cornerstone assessments: illustrative examples of student learning and gathered student work samples that will be housed in a virtual Web-based environment using a database that allows easy user access to a wide range of tools and resources. The cornerstone assessments are intended to articulate what students should know and be able to do, while simultaneously providing examples of effective practice.

REMINDER: New STEM opportunity on International Space Station
 

The National Center for Earth and Space Science Education, in partnership with NanoRacks, invites communities across the U.S. to participate in SSEP Mission 3 to ISS.

 

SSEP immerses a community of students in real scientific research of their own design, using a highly captivating spaceflight opportunity on the International Space Station (ISS) - America’s newest National Laboratory. This will garner the community significant media attention for STEM education.

 

Each participating community will be provided all launch services to fly a real microgravity research mini-laboratory on ISS from early April to mid-May 2013 and a kit for assembly and loading of their mini-lab.

 

An eight-week experiment design competition in your community, held in the fall of 2012, will allow grade 5-12 student teams to design real microgravity experiments vying for the community’s reserved mini-lab slot on ISS. Your student teams write very real and grade-level-appropriate research proposals and go through a formal proposal review process, then one experiment is selected to fly for your community. This is a true science immersion program where students are asked to be real scientists and go through the exact same process as professional researchers vying for research resources and research opportunities.

 

All participating communities must be aboard by September 12, requiring submission of an Implementation Plan well in advance of program start in a community. 

 

The National Announcement of Opportunity includes links to all aspects of the program, including program operations, how to participate, profiles of the 40 communities participating to date, summaries of all selected flight experiments, media coverage and program testimonials from community leadership. The announcement may be seen at http://ssep.ncesse.org/?p=9708. 

 

For more information, contact Jeff Goldstein, center director and SSEP program creator at (301) 395-0770.

