MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 7/16/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· TELL survey data subject of new partnership
· Kentucky’s Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) Training via WebEx (Attachments)
· Federal Fiscal Year 2011 90-day Grant Closeout Reminder
· Kentucky Teacher:  Engaging students focus of story, photos in Kentucky Teacher

· Kentucky Reading Association mini-grants

· Free training opportunities from USED 

· CEHD’s Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis Graduate Certificate approved

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

TELL survey data subject of new partnership

The Teaching, Empowering, Leading and Learning (TELL) Kentucky Coalition of Partners will join with deans of Kentucky colleges of education in a new partnership to enhance the use of the TELL Kentucky Survey data.

On Wednesday, July 25 at 4:30 p.m. ET, the deans and representatives from the coalition will sign a Memorandum of Understanding at the Kosair Children’s Charities community room in Louisville. This MOU will provide for additional analysis of TELL Kentucky school and district survey data. Specifically, the MOU will create a common reporting site on the TELL Kentucky website (www.tellkentucky.org) for research that includes the TELL Kentucky survey. This will allow the general public to view the topics of the various research projects where the TELL Kentucky data will be used. It also will promote research from the institutions of higher education that involves data from the TELL Kentucky website. 

The MOU is the result of discussions earlier this year between the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE), the Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB), the New Teacher Center (which administers the TELL survey) and college of education deans. This effort will ensure that Kentucky colleges and universities promote research efforts using the survey data to help inform policy makers and educators so that every student attends a school that is a great place in which to teach and learn.

The TELL Kentucky Coalition of Partners includes representation from KDE, CPE, EPSB, Kentucky Association of School Administrators, Kentucky Education Association, Kentucky School Boards Association, Jefferson County Teachers Association, Kentucky Association of School Councils, Kentucky PTA, Prichard Committee and Kentucky Chamber of Commerce.

The TELL Kentucky Survey was first administered to public school teachers and principals throughout Kentucky in 2011 and will be administered again in the spring of 2013. 

For more information on the TELL Kentucky Survey, contact Michael Dailey or Carol Leggett at (502) 564-1479.

Kentucky’s Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) Training via WebEx (Attachments)

New delivery method for CIITS introductory sessions: From now on, we will be introducing training modules and demonstrating key functionality through a WebEx format. This should provide you will a much clearer picture of the demonstration while still affording the opportunity for you to ask questions. To participate in the live WebEx, you will need an Internet-connected computer for video and a separate phone line for the audio. A few minutes before the meeting begins, you will need to click on the meeting link, dial the call-in number and follow the prompts. WebEx sessions will be announced via e-mail and are posted under the related module on the CIITS training site. All sessions will be archived. Although there is an extra step involved to participate in the meeting, we think you will find it a much more satisfactory experience.  Following are some upcoming WebEx sessions.

Common Assessments WebEx scheduled: The next training module will focus on creating, scheduling and administering common 

assessments and accessing common assessment results. Here is the information on the introductory WebEx:

Topic: CIITS Common Assessment Intro & Demo

Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 

Time: 10:30 a.m. ET 

To join the online meeting (Now from mobile devices!): 

1. Go to https://pearsononline.webex.com/pearsononline/j.php?ED=180899512&UID=0&RT=MiMxMQ%3D%3D 

2. Enter your name and e-mail address. 

3. Enter the meeting password. (This meeting does not require a password.) 

4. Click "Join Now."

For audio:
Dial in #: (855) 246-6789 

Conference ID #: 11679522 

For assistance 

1. Go to https://pearsononline.webex.com/pearsononline/mc.

2. On the left navigation bar, click "Support."

Once you have had a chance to see the Common Assessments demo and participate in the on-demand online training module, two follow-up Web-Ex sessions are scheduled: Tuesday, August 28, 4-5 p.m. ET and Thursday, August 30, 3-4 p.m. ET. Details for joining these WebEx sessions will be sent later. The follow-up sessions are not mandatory but do provide an excellent opportunity for you to interact with a certified CIITS trainer and have any questions answered or ask to see something demonstrated again.  

District Curriculum webcast archived: Last week’s webcast on Creating and Sharing District Curriculum is now archived and may be accessed

here: mms://video1.education.ky.gov/On-Demand2012/CIITS_7-11-2012.wmv. The PowerPoint that was used is attached. 

Two follow-up WebEx sessions are scheduled as an opportunity for you to ask questions or see a particular function demonstrated again. The

Creating and Sharing District Curriculum WebEx sessions are:

·        Tuesday, July 31, 4-5 p.m. ET, WebEx Link, Participant Call-In Number: (855) 246-6789, Conference ID #: 99568697

·        Thursday, August 2, 3-4 p.m. ET, WebEx Link, Participant Call-In Number: (855) 246-6789, Conference ID #: 99568697

CIITS at KASA: Be sure to look for the CIITS booth and presentations on key topics of interest this week during the Kentucky Association of 

School Administrators (KASA) Conference in Louisville. Presentations scheduled for Thursday, July 19 (all in the Segell Room):

·        11 a.m.            CIITS for Administrators: How KY's Continuous Instructional Improvement Tech System Supports Educational Improvement

·        1:30 p.m.         Implementing CIITS: Meeting RTTT 3 Performance Measures for the Year Ahead and Beyond

·        3:15 p.m.         Using CIITS to Leverage Data in Support of School and District Goals (bring your own device interactive session)

We also will have a CIITS booth at KASA (E-4). Please stop by. We will be glad to answer your questions and provide demonstrations.

Materials Sharing: The long-awaited ability to share instructional materials in CIITS is now available. Locally created materials may be shared at

the school and district levels and, ultimately, at the state level. A document outlining the materials sharing process is attached. Please share this 

information with administrators in your district as well as teachers and encourage them to share their best instructional materials and lesson plans 

in CIITS so that everyone may benefit.

To ensure the quality of materials included in CIITS, KDE has developed a rubric that will be used for consideration of materials to be shared 

statewide. Materials submitted for state-level distribution will be reviewed on a quarterly basis and, if approved, will be included in CIITS and made 

accessible to public school educators across the state. Schools and districts may choose to use this same rubric or a develop their own. Districts 

just sign a Memorandum of Understanding with specific assurances before submitting materials for statewide review.

Federal Fiscal Year 2011 90-day Grant Closeout Reminder

This is a reminder that the following grants end September 30, 2012.  All funds must be spent or obligated by September 30, 2012 and all obligations must be liquidated in a sufficient time to submit the final Federal Cash Request by December 10, 2012.  Please contact the appropriate fiscal contact if you have any questions regarding these grants.  The final MUNIS report is due January 25, 2013.

MUNIS#

Grant

Fiscal Contact

3101

Title I - Part A

Judy Howard judy.howard@education.ky.gov
3111

Title I, Part C Migrant Education

Judy Howard judy.howard@education.ky.gov
3141

Title I, Part D Neglected & Delinquent

Judy Howard judy.howard@education.ky.gov
3201

Title I, Part A School Improvement (a)

Judy Howard judy.howard@education.ky.gov
4011

Title II, Part A Improving Teacher Quality

Tracy Billingsley  tracy.billingsley@education.ky.gov
4251

Title II, Part D-Enhancing Education Through Technology

Dru Hawkins  dru.hawkins@education.ky.gov
3451

Title III Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

Judy Howard judy.howard@education.ky.gov
3451I

Title III Immigrant

Judy Howard judy.howard@education.ky.gov
3501

Title VI Rural and Low Income

Kristin Burton  kristin.burton@edcuation.ky.gov
3371

IDEA-B Special Education

Dru Hawkins  dru.hawkins@education.ky.gov
3431

IDEA Preschool Special Education

Martha Johnson  martha.johnson@education.ky.gov
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Engaging students focus of story, photos in Kentucky Teacher

It may be summertime, but Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, is still keeping readers up to date on what is happening in Kentucky education.

Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Research has found that student engagement is an important factor in raising student achievement. But how do you go about engaging students? Covington’s Holmes Middle School has found a way, and it involves mirror balls, rapping and even a bit of desk standing.

·        Architecture, creative writing, dance, drama, instrumental music, musical theatre, new media, visual art and vocal music – it’s all happening at the Governor’s School for the Arts. KDE photographer Amy Wallot recently stopped by to see what some of Kentucky’s most talented young artists have been creating this summer.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher. 

We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Kentucky Reading Association mini-grants

The Kentucky Reading Associate (KRA) is offering three mini-grant opportunities worth up to $400 and a Celebrate Literacy award during the 2012-13 school year. 

The grants include: 

Adolescent Classroom Literature Grant Application 

A grant of up to $400 is available for teachers for a thoughtfully presented classroom literacy project and/or library collection that increases children’s access to print, including multicultural texts that inspire learning in the classroom. The grant recipient will receive complimentary registration for the 2012 KRA conference. 

New Teacher Conference Grant 

A grant of up to $400 is available for new teachers or teachers early in their career (years 1-3) to attend the annual KRA conference. This opportunity is designed to encourage new teachers to join a professional organization and become actively involved in the statewide network of teachers, educators and administrators dedicated to improving literacy for learners across the Commonwealth. 

P-5 Classroom Literature Grant Application

A grant of up to $400 is available for teachers for a thoughtfully presented classroom literacy project and/or library collection that increases children’s access to print, including multicultural texts that inspire learning in the classroom.

Celebrate Literacy Award

The Celebrate Literacy Award recognizes organizations, institutions and individuals that have made significant contributions at the local, state or national level. The celebration will familiarize the public with literacy activities in the community and call attention to the work that is being done by the schools, the KRA and the International Reading Association to promote literacy.

Any interested members should send completed applications to Rebecca Woosley, 1324 Corona Dr. Lexington, KY 40514. Applications must be postmarked by the deadline on the application.

Members can access all the necessary application information and documents at http://www.kyreading.org/MiniGrants.aspx. 


Free training opportunities from USED 

On behalf of the U.S. Department of Education’s (USED’s) Office of Safe and Healthy Students, I am sharing a link to information about a series of free training opportunities that USED is conducting in partnership with state departments of education and school districts that are willing to host one or more of the trainings. The link provides a description of the three Emergency Management for Schools training sessions, and school districts’ host responsibilities are detailed in the links to the specific courses. USED asks that host sites provide the trainees, training space and audio-visual equipment needed for the training. USED brings the trainers and materials and assists with the coordination of the event. For each of the three sessions, a specified minimum number of trainees is required. The REMS TA Center would be happy to answer any questions that you might have about the trainings. Call (866) 540-7367 for more information. 

http://rems.ed.gov/index.php?page=training_by_request
CEHD’s Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis Graduate Certificate approved

The University of Louisville’s College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) has received approval of its Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis Graduate Certificate. 

The Behavior Analyst Certification Board, Inc.® has approved the course sequence as meeting the coursework requirements for eligibility to take the Board Certified Behavior Analyst Examination®. Applicants will have to meet additional requirements to qualify.

The Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) is an a national certification. Teachers who complete this program and earn a BCBA will have expertise in behavioral teaching techniques, assessment and intervention for challenging behavior, and autism.

UofL is the only institution in the state to offer a certificate in Autism and Applied Behavior Analysis. Students may apply to take prerequisite courses in fall 2012 and then apply to begin the 18-hour BCBA course sequence in spring 2013. Students also must complete 1,500 supervised hours of training before taking the BCBA exam.

To learn more about the program, contact Rob Pennington at (502) 852-2633 or Monica Delano at (502) 852-2546.

