MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 7/30/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Results of Survey Poll from the July 24 Superintendents’ Webcast (Attachment)

· CIITS Update
· Coordination of state and federal programs’ on-site monitoring

· Transition from KVHS to broker of online learning options

· Updated Grant Allocations and Award Notifications

· School Bus Drivers and Updated CDLs

· 2012-2013 Constitutionally Protected Prayer Certification (Attachment)

· Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) – FERPA Conference (Attachment)

· Division of Water invites educators to get WET
· National Forensic League’s annual policy debate topic: transportation
· KHS Foundation to develop curriculum
· KPA offers annual book giveaway

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.


KDE ITEMS
Results of Survey Poll from the July 24 Superintendents’ Webcast (Attachment)

The results of the survey poll that many of you responded to at the end of the July 24 superintendents’ webcast have been tabulated and are attached.  You will see each of the nine questions along with the possible answers and the percentage and number of respondents that choose each response. Your responses will assist KDE staff as they proceed with their work in these areas.  Thank you to all who participated in the poll. We will continue to use this tool as a way to gather your feedback on the issues that are included in future webcasts. 

CIITS Update
Homepage changes

We’ve changed the left column on the CIITS homepage to make finding support resources easier. Please note: training links now appear at the top of the page. All CIITS communications will be archived and can be accessed through the communications link. And, all CIITS-related webinars can now be found in one place by clicking on District Procedures/Webcast archive link on the CIITS homepage.

Back-to-School CIITS Toolkit

As you gear-up for full CIITS implementation in your districts in the 2012-13 school year, we have pulled together a few tools you may find helpful. The Back-to-School CIITS Toolkit includes an overview PowerPoint for teachers, a video on CIITS implementation in Knott County, a teacher quick-start guide and some fun posters you many want to print and put up in your buildings to help create a “buzz” about CIITS. The back-to-school toolkit is available by clicking here. You also are welcome to use any of the training resources available on the Teacher Training Page in CIITS to help get your teachers up to speed. If you have any questions, e-mail kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov.

MAP Data Refresh

For those districts that have signed a release allowing NWEA to load their MAP data into CIITS, the data will be refreshed on a quarterly basis: September, December, March and June. The updated data is being made available to Schoolnet mid-month and should be accessible in CIITS by the end of the month. Remember, in CIITS, data follows the student, so even if your district does not give the MAP test, you may see data for students who took the test in another district.

Is your CIITS access correct?

As educators return for the new school year, some are in new positions that may require a change in their CIITS permissioning. It is up to the district to determine who should have what access in CIITS. Please work with your KSIS (Infinite Campus) point of contact and your district administration if you don’t believe you are set up correctly in the system or do not have access to CIITS and you need it. An overview of the various roles and permissions and how to set them up in Infinite Campus may be found here. We discourage you from sharing log-in and password information with your peers so you don’t violate the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

District Curriculum Follow-up WebEx 

Two follow-up WebEx sessions are scheduled this week on the Creating and Sharing District Curriculum Module. 

·        Tuesday, July 31, 4-5 p.m. ET, WebEx Link, Participant Call-In Number: (855) 246-6789, Conference ID #: 99568697

·        Thursday, August 2, 3-4 p.m. ET, WebEx Link, Participant Call-In Number: (855) 246-6789, Conference ID #: 99571873

Coordination of state and federal programs’ on-site monitoring

In an effort to reduce the impact on district time and services, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has field-tested the coordination of on-site monitoring of its state and federal programs. 

In 2011-12, a group of 14 school districts was identified using a desk audit process approved by the U.S. Department of Education (USED) for identifying districts to be monitored each year by the Kentucky Title I staff. A total of four state and federal programs coordinated their monitoring timelines. Each of these programs conducted monitoring in its normal manner in the selected districts. They then submitted reports to each district with feedback, follow-up and support to ensure compliance and effectiveness. The results of these reports and the ongoing monitoring effort will be posted the KDE website on August 1.

Beginning in 2013-14, state and federal programs requiring a monitoring or review process will be required to conduct monitoring utilizing the consolidated monitoring process. Due to state and federal requirements, some programs will not be able to participate in this process. Each of these programs will be identified and posted for public view.

Questions regarding specific program monitoring requirements in relation to the reports found here should be directed toward the program contact listed in each monitoring summary. 

Questions regarding the consolidated monitoring process may be directed to Claude W. Christian at (502) 564-3791.

Transition from KVHS to broker of online learning options

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is transitioning from serving as a provider of online courses offered through the Kentucky Virtual High School (KVHS) to a broker of full-time and part-time online learning options available through multiple statewide providers. The result is expanded e-Learning opportunities for Kentucky students. 

Even though the Kentucky Virtual High School is closed, KDE remains committed to improving education and continuing the rigor and excellence established by the Kentucky Virtual High School. The KDE will be assisting Kentucky schools and districts to assure that their students have multiple options for digital learning during the 2012-2013 school year.

The KDE has adopted the international standards for online teachers, courses, and programs from the International Association of K-12 Online learning (iNACOL) that are research-based and reflect best practice. Careful review of these standards can help to identify a high quality online course provider and courses.

National Standards for Quality Online Courses, Version II, from iNACOL at http://www.inacol.org
http://www.inacol.org/research/nationalstandards/iNACOL_CourseStandards_2011.pdf
Identified Kentucky Public Online Course Providers 

Barren Academy of Virtual and Expanded Learning (BAVEL)

Contacts: 

Phillip Napier  

phillip.napier@barren.kyschools.us
Melinda Owens melinda.owens@bavel.org
Telephone: 270-670-3739 or 270-670-3301

Website: www.bavel.org 

Jefferson County eSchool

Contacts:

Artie Dietz       

artie.dietz@jefferson.kyschools.us
Amber Merrifield      

amber.merrifield@jefferson.kyschools.us
Telephone: 502-485-7800

Website:  www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/Programs/eSchool/index.html 

Kentucky Education Television (KET)

Contacts: 

Linda Hofacker    

lhofacker@ket.org 

Telephone: 800-333-9764

Website:  www.dl.ket.org/
Out of State Online Course Providers:

There are multiple out of state online course providers available.

If you require additional assistance, do not hesitate to contact the Kentucky Department of Education.

Contact: Tara Rodriguez, Consultant

tara.rodriguez@education.ky.gov
502-564-4772 Extension 4538

Updated Grant Allocations and Award Notifications 

Updated State and Federal Grant allocations have been posted to the following website:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Fiscal+Year+Grant+Allocations.htm
State and Federal Grant Award Notification have been posted to the following website:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Grant+Award+Notifications.htm

For further information, please contact Charles Harman at Susan.Ronca@education.ky.gov .

School Bus Drivers and Updated CDLs

New federal guidelines for the physical examination and CDL renewal process for bus drivers adopted by the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) in January 2012 may be creating confusion for some school districts. Transportation directors and driver trainers have been aware of the changes for some months now.  Since it is critically important that bus drivers are fully certified to drive, superintendents are now being alerted so that steps can be taken, if needed, prior to the start of the school year to ensure qualified bus drivers are in place.  Adhering to the physical examination and CDL renewal policy will ensure that the district is protected from liability and that students are transported safely.
In April 2012, KDE staff was advised by KYTC of the new federally required process and timelines (The link to the memo sent to KDE: http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/6DD1E968-D1E1-4149-862A-4A0405F2BC4F/0/10dayletter.pdf )  

There is additional information for school districts about the new requirements on the KDE Pupil Transportation Web site:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Transportation/ 

Please contact the KDE Pupil Transportation Unit at 502-564-5279 with any questions.

2012-2013 Constitutionally Protected Prayer Certification (Attachment) 
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires that each local educational agency (LEA) certify in writing to its state educational agency (SEA) that it has no policy that denies participation in constitutionally protected prayer as set forth in the U.S. Department of Education’s guidance.  The link for the newly released guidance is http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/religionandschools/prayer_guidance.html .   
Please sign the attached certification concerning the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) constitutionally protected prayer in public schools.   The certification may be submitted in one of three ways:

Signed electronically by the superintendent and sent via email as an attachment to title1reports@education.ky.gov; or Printed, signed by the superintendent and faxed to Claude Christian at (502) 564-8149; or Printed, signed by the superintendent and mailed to Claude Christian, Kentucky Department of Education, 8th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 40601. 


The certification form must be signed and received at the KDE by October 1, 2012.  By November 1, 2012, the KDE is required to report to the U.S. Department of Education a list of those LEAs that have not filed the certification. The KDE must also report LEAs for which complaints have been filed with KDE for non-compliance with the guidance.   

If you have questions regarding the certification, contact Claude Christian, Consolidated Plans and Audits Division at (502) 564-3791.


Teachers visit historic sites, receive primary documents on tour

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, is still going strong this summer, keeping readers abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Read how a group of teachers hit the road to learn about Kentucky’s rich emancipation history and the importance of using primary sources in their classrooms.


While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

OTHER AGENCIES ITEMS:

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) – FERPA Conference (Attachment)

The Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) is to host the FERPA Conference at the Clarion Hotel, Lexington, Kentucky on August 10, 2012.  Please reference the attachment for further information.

For further information, please contact Jolene Shearer, KSBA, at Jolene.shearer@ksba.org  .

Division of Water invites educators to get WET

The Kentucky Division of Water (DOW) has assumed state sponsorship of Project WET, an interdisciplinary water science and education program for formal and non-formal educators of students in kindergarten through grade 12 and adults. The program was previously sponsored by the Kentucky Environmental Education Council (KEEC).

The goal of Project WET, an acronym for Water Education for Teachers, is to provide scientifically accurate and educationally sound water resources education materials, training courses and networking services to citizens, organizations, governments and corporations.

The primary tool of the program is the newly revised Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide 2.0, a 592-page book containing 64 interactive and classroom-ready activities, varied lesson plans, cross-reference tables, indices and a substantial glossary. The activities are grounded in science and are cross-curricular in nature, addressing the chemistry of water, functionality of watersheds, and such contemporary issues as water systems, resource management, water quality, water conservation, land-use planning and wetlands.

Persons interested in using Project WET activities can request a Sampler Training course to learn more about the materials offered and gain access to seven activities. To use the full Curriculum and Activity Guide 2.0 and gain access to the online Protect WET Portal resources, individuals must become certified in the project by attending a full-day Project WET workshop.

Additionally, with the release of the 2011 2.0 guide, the Project WET national office is requesting that persons previously certified take a refresher course to use or teach the newest version of the materials.

For further information on obtaining first-time or refresher training in Project WET, e-mail Michelle Shane at ProjectWET@ky.gov or call the Division of Water at (502) 564-3410.

National Forensic League’s annual policy debate topic: transportation

More than 30,000 junior and senior high school students from more than 2,000 schools affiliated with the National Forensic League (nflonline.org), which is the national high school speech and debate society, will focus this school year on the issue of “transportation infrastructure investment.” 

The National Forensic League’s annual policy debate topic asks whether the U.S. government should substantially increase its transportation infrastructure investment. Students will research and debate the issue at local, state, regional and national competitions. 

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) is building a Web page that could serve as an informational resource for students interested in learning more about infrastructure investment. In addition, AASHTO will provide judges and guest speakers for special events throughout the school year. 

More information on the National Forensic League and the national debate topic are available online at http://www.nflonline.org/StudentResources/Topics.  A listing of National Forensic League local contacts is available at http://www.nflonline.org/AboutNFL/DistrictContacts. 

For more information, contact Lloyd Brown, AASHTO’s director of communications, at (202) 624-5802 or via e-mail at lbrown@aashto.org. 


KHS Foundation to develop curriculum

The Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) Foundation has received a $110,000 grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). The funds will be used by KHS to create a curriculum called “The Right Answer,” a partnership between KHS and Kentucky schools.

The initiative will increase students’ skills in visual literacy, historical literacy and critical thinking with the aid of historical collections. KHS will conduct a pilot study that will result in a curriculum that can be shared statewide. The program will provide schools with a dynamic set of primary and secondary sources that can be used to teach across a broad range of disciplines, including history, social studies, government, humanities, reading, writing and fine arts.

IMLS recently distributed 152 awards nationwide totaling $18.1 million matched with $34.7 million in non-federal funds for Museums for America Program Grants.

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation's 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. Through grant making, policy development and research, IMLS helps communities and individuals thrive through broad public access to knowledge, cultural heritage and lifelong learning. To learn more about IMLS, visit www.imls.gov.

For more information about “The Right Answer,” contact Mike Deetsch, KHS student programs manager, at (502) 564-1792, ext. 4424 or mike.deetsch@ky.gov. For more about KHS and its educational programs, visit www.history.ky.gov. 


KPA offers annual book giveaway

The Kentucky Press Association (KPA) is offering its annual book giveaway this fall. KPA encourages teachers, principals and librarians to contact their local newspaper publishers and ask if they are participating in the 2012 KPA Literacy Project and ask how their schools can join.

This year's story, Unleashed, is written by Kentucky author Leigh Anne Florence and illustrated by Chris Ware. The theme is fitness and Kentucky adventures with our favorite Kentucky dachshund characters, Woody and Chloe.

Starting the week of Sept. 9, participating newspapers will give away scrapbooks, with the story cover, for readers to use to collect ten chapters and illustrations and make their own book. The chapters and illustrations to add to the scrapbook will be found weekly in local newspapers. The statewide literacy project also includes online, interactive chapter activities and 10 podcasts with the Woody character reading each chapter out loud. These will be at www.kypress.com.

Last year, more than 40,000 scrapbooks were given out. Newspaper in Education at the Lexington Herald-Leader and other participating newspapers will offer teachers and students the weekly newspapers and the scrapbooks at no cost.

The sponsors for this year's project are Kentucky Utilities/LG&E, Kentucky Adventure Tourism, Lexington Herald-Leader Newspaper in Education and Kentucky Press Association.

