MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 8/20/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE-related items:

-  Minority Superintendent Internship Program application deadline extended

-  Applicants Sought for Next-Generation Student Council

-  Kentucky Teacher – Students, teachers come back to school next week
-  Kentucky Association of School Councils’ (KASC) Annual Conference set for Sept. 25-26

-  September 21 Statewide Conference “Intervention, Innovation through Technology” (Attachments)
-  Kentucky School Boards Association’s (KSBA) Annual Conference on Implementation of Special Education – August 23-24, 2012

-  Free “unconference” at WKU

-  Author provides program for elementary-age students

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Minority Superintendent Internship Program application deadline extended

The Kentucky Department of Education’s Division of Next-Generation Professionals has revised the process and reopened the application period for the Minority Superintendent Internship Program (MSIP). The MSIP consists of two initiatives – The Minority Superintendent Internship and the Minority Emerging Education Leader Internship.

MSIP is designed to identify and train a pool of highly-qualified and highly-effective minority superintendent candidates for Kentucky’s public school districts. The initiatives provide qualified minority candidates scaffold opportunities for leadership development while they are supported and mentored by Kentucky’s highly effective superintendents and educational leaders. For the purposes of this program, “minority” is defined to include underrepresented members of ethnic minority groups.

The application process has been revamped to include emphasis on development of strong partnerships with superintendents and other individuals in formal educational leadership roles and a newly established communications/feasibility plan. The goals of these changes to the process include:

·        recognition and elimination of barriers that may currently exist for all minorities interested in becoming educational leaders

·        increasing the number of potential candidates

·        identifying all potential minority candidates and making them aware of this opportunity

The deadline for the re-opened application process is 4:30 p.m. ET on Friday, August 24. The MSIP application portfolio packet is available online at http://tinyurl.com/2012MSIP. The successful MSIP candidates will begin the program in mid-September.

Applicants sought for Next-Generation Student Council

In order to gain valuable feedback from Kentucky students and to engage student leaders in learning by doing, Commissioner of Education Terry Holliday created the Next-Generation Student Council. This group meets with the commissioner and Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) staff, both in person and virtually, to discuss how decisions made at the state level are affecting students throughout Kentucky and provide feedback - from a student perspective - on critical issues impacting Kentucky students and schools.

The Next-Generation Student Council is a year-long program for Kentucky public school students in grades 10-12. The council will play a vital role in providing input regarding issues that face education in Kentucky and work with KDE staff to develop ideas that will work to improve and transform education.

The council seeks students with refreshing ideas and thoughtful insight into how we can further improve our schools and student achievement. As such, we encourage all students to apply in order to represent the diverse academic, geographic, demographic and school-size variables particular to our state.

Students can click here to access the application and FAQs for the council. Please encourage students to read the FAQs prior to completing the application. KDE will accept applications for the 2012-13 Next-Generation Student Council from Aug. 1-31. The deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. ET Friday, August 31.

A committee of KDE representatives will review and score all applications based on the answers provided to the questions. Appointments to the council will be based on how well the applicants communicated their ideas and goals. Then, four students will be selected for the openings on the council to serve during the 2012-13 school year.

Commissioner Holliday looks forward to working with the 2012-13 council and using the time together to generate results-oriented dialogue and solutions.

Questions? Contact Stephanie Siria at stephanie.siria@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4201, ext. 4817.

Students, teachers come back to school next week

It’s back-to-school time, and Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Kentucky schools are now focused on better preparing students for college and/or career. But what about the students who have already dropped out? Read about how the Shelby County school district is reaching out to these former students and getting them to return to school to earn their diplomas.

·        Read about how Menifee County High School language teacher Randy Barrette was able to expand his language and cultural skills this summer through a special exchange program that took him to Uruguay – and is bringing Uruguay into his classroom.

·        New shoes and backpacks and a few tears and hugs. KDE photographer Amy Wallot captured some of the sights from the first day of school in her Aug. 16 photo blog.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Kentucky Association of School Councils’ (KASC) Annual Conference set for Sept. 25-26

The Kentucky Association of School Councils’ (KASC’s) Annual Conference will be held September 25-26 at the Louisville Marriott Downtown.

A pre-conference session will be held for members only on September 24, and the session, “Beyond the Basics — Implementing and Assessing Rigor in the Classroom,” will feature Owen County’s Leslie Robertson.

Other conference sessions will focus on standards-based grading, the Continuous Instructional Improvement System (CIITS), Program Reviews and college/career readiness. 

The keynote speaker is Kim Bearden, co-founder of the Ron Clark Academy and Disney American Teacher Awards Outstanding Middle School Teacher.

Bring six participants from one school and get a discounted price -- plus, and one parent comes FREE. Specific sessions are available for SBDM credit, and EILA conference credit is available. 

Register online or download a registration form.

For more information, visit the conference Web page at http://www.kasc.net/2010/?page_id=26 or contact Kathy Ponsoll at kathy@kasc.net or (859) 238-2188.


September 21 Statewide Conference “Intervention, Innovation through Technology” (Attachments)

For many months, staff members at OVEC and their partners have been planning a statewide conference on technology to enhance instruction and improve student achievement with intervention strategies and innovative ideas through the use of technology/digital tools.  This conference will be held on September 21st at the Mohammad Ali Center in Louisville, KY.  The presenters at this conference, over 30, will be regional, state and national presenters.  Included in the $150 registration fee, are breakfast and lunch.  The sessions will begin early that morning, around 8:15 AM and the day will end around 3:30 PM. 

What is different about this conference than the ones offered elsewhere statewide?  The focus at the very beginning has been to make sure our presenters were practitioners. They are users of the actual strategies and digital tools and will share with administrators and teachers what had worked for them and for their teachers.   You are being invited to also bring your own digital device for use during the sessions! 

Please share out the information about the conference within your circle of influence, including teacher or administrative networks.  We anticipate we will host up to 300 attendees at this conference and that it will be so successful that we will want to make it an annual learning event for all of this!

 An information sheet on the conference and the registration form is attached.  We encourage you to register a team from your district.  That team of up to 5 members might include in addition to administrators, teacher leaders and a Board member or community member.  

Also, check the OVEC website for weekly updates including a link to the information on presenters at this conference. Their profiles will be included so you will know more about the quality of our presenters and just who has been invited to present!

 OVEC extends aTHANKS for the partners for this conference who are:

Apple, Inc.

University of Louisville-College of Education and Human Development

University of Kentucky-College of Education-P20 Innovation Lab

In addition to the partners and their support, the Planning team members are:

Catherine Edelen-APPLE, Inc.

Linda France-UK College of Education P20 Innovation Lab

Dr. Sue Peters-UL-College of Education Human Development

Dr. Harrie Buecker-UL-College of Education Human Development

Jack Bosley-OVEC

Charlotte Chowning-Kentucky Department of Education

Shannon Treece-Eminence Independent Schools

Larry Taylor-OVEC

Thank you!

Tina B. Tipton

Chief Academic Officer/Deputy CEO

P.O. Box 1249* 100 Alpine Drive

Shelbyville, KY 40066

ttipton@ovec.org | 502-647-3533 x266

Fax:  502-647-3581


Kentucky School Boards Association’s (KSBA) Annual Conference on Implementation of Special Education – August 23-24, 2012

KSBA’s annual Special Education Conference will be held on August 23-24, 2012 at the Embassy Suites, Lexington, KY.  This conference presents the latest legal ramifications and practical guidance to Special Education Directors and others responsible for compliance with Special Education requirements in school districts.  Topics include basics such as budgeting; staffing; legal requirements; an update on KDE activity; and the latest in court cases and Office of Special Education Programs and Office of Civil Rights opinions.  The conference is a must to give your special education administrators the tools they need to properly serve students and stay out of legal trouble.

Presenters are:

Teresa T. Combs
KSBA
Dir of Legal & Administrative Training Services

John C. Fogle III
KSBA
Staff Attorney

Johnny Collette
KDE
Dir of the Division of Learning Services

Larry Taylor
OVEC
Dir of Special Education


Registration Fee:
$200 per person for 1 day ~ Special Education Service Members; or
$600 per person for 1 day ~ Non-Special Education Service Members

$350 per person for both days ~ Special Education Service Members; or
$1,050 per person for both days ~ Non-Special Education Service Members

Sessions for both days:
Registration: 8

Session: 8:30

Hotel Information:
Embassy Suites, 1801 Newtown Pike, Lexington, KY 40511

(859) 455-5000 or 1-800-EMBASSY

Free “unconference” at WKU

TeachMeet Kentucky, described as an “unconference,” will be held October 5 at Western Kentucky University. This is the third education technology TeachMeet, and it is free to participants.

TeachMeets are imports from England and consist of teachers sharing ideas with other teachers. They are fast-paced technology unconferences, meant to help educators discover different technology and Web 2.0 tools. Each hour will consist of three 20-minute edtech sessions by presenters who are passionate about educational technology and teaching. 

This conference is intended for administrators, teachers, IT staff and anyone in education who has an interest in technology. 

More information is available at http://tmky.wikispaces.com/. Participants may sign up at http://teachmeetky.eventbrite.com/.

For details, contact William King at Bowling Green High School, william.king@bgreen.kyschools.us or (270) 746-2300.

Author provides program for elementary-age students

Rob Wilson, author of The Annoying Ghost Kid, presents an entertaining and informative program for elementary school-age students that shows them how to deal with bullies. 

The interactive program for students in grades K-5 includes information about how to begin the creative process of writing a book and a reading from the author. Wilson also provides tips on how to deal with bullies, which is a key theme of the book.

The Annoying Ghost Kid tells the story of a boy who is bothered by a younger boy who happens to be a ghost. The fun begins when the main character is challenged to find imaginative ways to stop the ghost kid's tricks.

See the author in action at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuRbtTtJxfo&feature=youtu.be.

For more information and to schedule a visit, contact Rob Wilson at robert@jumpstartyourmeeting.com or (404) 255-4924.

