MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 8/27/12

The Monday E-mail contains information on the following KDE-related topics:

-  Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS)

-  QUALITYCORE® INSTRUCTIONAL SYSTEM-YEAR 2 (Attachment)

-  FY 2013 Working Budget Submission

-  Federal Cash/ARRA Request Forms

-  Capital Funds Request Form and Instructions for 2012-13 and 2013-14

-  Updated Grant Allocations and Award Notifications

-  Final FY 13 District Award Notifications and Title III Application for LEP and/or Immigrant Funding
-  2013 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) RFAs Posted on KDE Website

-  2012 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Stem Symposium and Administrator Conference

-  Kentucky Teacher – Schools try new methods to achieve college and career readiness

-  A Deferred Compensation Message
-  Legislators’ Back to School Program
-  2012 Public Service Recognition Poster Contest
-  Hybrid bus workshop
-  Macy's and Yes Virginia
If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS)

·        PD 360 -- The Kentucky Department of Education is partnering with the School Improvement Network to provide the PD 360 professional development platform to Kentucky educators for the 2012-13 school year at no charge to school districts. 

PD 360 includes more than 2,000 research-based videos and other resources on more than 125 topics. The videos feature nationally recognized experts, presenters and researchers as well as thousands of real teachers in actual classrooms using the best practices proven to increase achievement. PD 360 is also home to the world’s largest online professional learning community – comprised of nearly one million educators. 

In addition to PD 360, Kentucky educators will have access to Heidi Hayes Jacobs' Mapping to the Core interactive learning tool on the LiveBook 360 platform. This resource, along with Common Core 360, which Kentucky teachers have had access to since last school year, provides videos and support for teachers implementing the Common Core State Standards in English/language arts and mathematics. These resources are available to all public school educators through CIITS and support the new Professional Growth and Effectiveness System, which is now being piloted in more than 50 school districts across Kentucky. CIITS users should receive login information for PD 360 and these other resources from the School Improvement Network this week.

·        Instructional Tools for Teachers training – Don’t forget that two WebEx sessions are scheduled next week to introduce and demonstrate the Instructional Tools for Teachers training module. Teachers may join whichever session is most convenient – the content is the same in both. Prior registration is not required, and the sessions will be archived. 

The Instructional Tools for Teachers training module is currently available on the CIITS Training for Teachers or Training for Administrators and Leaders page. Follow-up WebEx sessions are scheduled later in September.

Instructional Tools for Teachers Introduction & Demonstration WebExes:
September 5, 4-5 p.m. ET WebEx Link, Participant Call-In Number: (855) 246-6789, Conference ID #: 16577558
September 6, 5-6 p.m. ET WebEx Link, Participant Call-In Number: (855) 246-6789, Conference ID #: 16581306

·        Item Issues Form -- With thousands of instructional materials and assessment items in CIITS, occasionally teachers will discover a resource they feel is “problematic.” KDE has a process in place to review the resource and change or remove it, if needed. The process starts with educators providing the CIITS team with some information through the Item Issues Report Form, which can be found under CIITS Support/Resources on the left side of the CIITS homepage. E-mail the completed form to kdeciitsmailbox@education.ky.gov. The appropriate KDE content specialist will review the item and make a recommendation to the Curriculum and Instruction team, which will determine what action should be taken. We hope this process will help ensure correctly aligned, quality content in CIITS. 

·        MAP data updates -- MAP assessment data will be updated in CIITS four times a year: mid-October, mid-January, mid-April and mid-July. If your district uses the MAP assessment, we must have a signed Data Disclosure Authorization for NWEA Assessment Data on file by the 15th of the month BEFORE the update in order to load your district’s data. If we do not, the data will not be loaded until the next regularly scheduled update once we do have the authorization form on file. The form can be downloaded here. Completed forms should be returned to CIITS Product Manager Joe McCowan, joseph.mccowan@education.ky.gov. If you have already submitted a MAP data authorization form, you do not need to complete another one.

QUALITYCORE® INSTRUCTIONAL SYSTEM-YEAR 2 (Attachment)

To prepare for the second year of End-of-Course (EOC) testing, there are many face-to-face trainings, professional development opportunities and valuable resources available.  The QualityCore® Instructional System includes valuable features for teachers, instructional coaches, and school and district leaders. These are offered as resources to assist district and school staff in making decisions to enhance instruction. In order to make enhancements to instruction, the first step is training to access the system.

There will be three different types of supports for learning about the QualityCore® system: 

1) Implementation Training (free as part of the state contract) 
2) Professional Development (purchased from ACT) and
3) Online Resources (located on KDE and ACT websites).

The Overview of the entire QualityCore® Implementation Training, Professional Development and Online Resources is attached. 

For further information, please contact Jennifer Stafford at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov. 

FY 2013 Working Budget Submission

In accordance with KRS 160.470(6)(b) and 702 KAR 3:110, school district Working Budgets are due to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) by September 30, 2012. The Working Budgets will be submitted via the web submission process, the same as last year’s submission process.  The application will only be open from September 15, 2012 through September 30, 2012, and will only allow one submission from each district.  Districts are required to submit two working budget files (TED and TSF) to KDE.  The link to the SEEK Web Application used for submitting Working Budgets is: http://odss.education.ky.gov/webforms.

Please refer to KDE’s Tentative & Working Budget Submission Guide, the MUNIS Working Budget Report Guide (STW-GL-4) and the Tentative and Working Budget Reports Frequently Asked Questions documents located at the KDE website link below.  The guides contain a list of the submission errors and notifications (edit checks) that will be utilized by KDE as part of the Working Budget analysis process, MUNIS instructions to generate and submit the Working Budgets, and the frequently asked questions document.   All errors need to be corrected by the district before the Working Budget will successfully upload to KDE. 

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/finance+and+funding/school+finance/munis/user+guides/budget+general+ledger/afr+statewide+budget+general+ledger+reports.htm
Please be mindful of these common accounting error notices when creating the Working Budget files in MUNIS:

Transfers in must agree to transfers out. Budgets must balance for each fund. Start and actual completion dates of projects must be entered. 

If you have any questions relating to Working Budgets, please send an e-mail to finance.reports@education.ky.gov. The subject line should state Working Budget, and a KDE representative will ensure that you get a response within 24 hours. 

Federal Cash/ARRA Request Forms

There have been revisions to the Federal Cash/ARRA request forms.  To ensure that districts have the most current version of the forms, we are providing a link to the new forms.  Please disregard any other forms you may have at this time and begin using the new forms immediately.  If you should have any questions or comments, please contact Claudette Tracy at 502-564-2351, ext. 4335 or Claudette.Tracy@education.ky.gov.

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/

Capital Funds Request Form and Instructions for 2012-13 and 2013-14

The Capital Funds Request (CFR) Form and Instructions for 2012-13 and 2013-14 are now posted on the KDE website at:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/School+Finance/Capital+Funds+Request.htm
Also available at that link are Guidelines to Record Capital Spending that details the account codes to be used in recording transactions associated with Capital Funds Requests.

The Instructions are much more specific and include examples to assist districts in submitting accurate and complete Capital Funds Requests which, in turn, results in a faster turnaround time at KDE.  The Form has been revised to streamline the process and instructions are provided for each data item requested.   Formulas are built-in to the Form to automatically compute subtotals and totals when used in Excel.

Significant changes in the Capital Funds Request process from the previous two years include:

Districts need to complete the available funds sections only on the initial CFR for the fiscal year; subsequent requests for that fiscal year will begin with the ending balance from the previous request; The four ‘Guideline’ questions have been removed; Districts no longer need to attach board minutes; the Superintendent’s signature provides the necessary assurance; Only two signatures are required: the Superintendent and the Finance Officer; Only the first revised BG-1 (when codified by bid) will be considered in a CFR; future BG revisions cannot be utilized in a CFR until the project is completed and a BG-4 is approved; CFRs will be due by May 30; the CFR must be approved by fiscal year end to enable districts to properly record the funds as unrestricted on the financial statements. 

Training on the new Form and Instructions will be provided at the Fall Conference of the Kentucky Association of School Business Officials and through a video to be posted on the KDE website in the near future.  

Questions regarding the Capital Funds Request process may be directed to Susan Barkley at Susan.Barkley@education.ky.gov or by calling 502-564-3930.


Updated Grant Allocations and Award Notifications

Updated State and Federal Grant allocations have been posted to the following website:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Fiscal+Year+Grant+Allocations.htm
State and Federal Grant Award Notification have been posted to the following website:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Grant+Award+Notifications.htm


Final FY 13 District Award Notifications and Title III Application for LEP and/or Immigrant Funding
Title III LEP/Immigrant district award notifications may be downloaded from the following link: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Grant+Award+Notifications.htm.  

          

Districts receiving LEP and/or Immigrant funding must print the respective applications:  2012-2013 Subgrant Application: Title III Local Plan Narrative and Budget-LEP and 2012-2013 Subgrant Application: Title III Local Plan Narrative and Budget-IMMIGRANT available at the link listed above.  The applications provide detailed information outlining the essential elements of a local district plan for Title III. 

 

As the final step in this funding allocation process, districts must complete the Title III Application(s) and Budget(s) and return them to KDE according to the instructions on the application(s) no later than September 17, 2012. 

For questions or technical assistance contact Jayne Kraemer at (502) 564-4970 or Judy Howard at (502) 564-1979.

2013 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) RFAs Posted on KDE Website

Biomedical Sciences, Energy Technology, and Engineering Pipeline RFAs can be found here.  

The deadline for the submission of questions is 12:00 Noon (EDT), October 16, 2012.  Questions must be sent via email to the KDE RFA Coordinator, Jason Kendall at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov.

The deadline for applications is 4:00 pm (EDT), Tuesday, October 30, 2012.


2012 Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Stem Symposium and Administrator Conference

The 2012 Kentucky Project Lead The Way (PLTW) STEM Symposium and Administrator Conference is scheduled for Tuesday, October 23 at the Clarion Hotel in Lexington.  Any school district interested in the PLTW program is encouraged to send teachers, parents, counselors, administrators, and school board members.  The morning session will focus on STEM initiatives and the keynote speaker will be Dr. Lee Todd, former President of the University of Kentucky and current Chair of the Kentucky STEM Task Force.  The afternoon will contain three breakout sessions: Gateway to Technology for Middle School, Biomedical Sciences for High School, and Pathway to Engineering for High School.  Registration for the PLTW event opens on August 29, 2012.  Those interested in attending should register at www.pltwky.org.  

Schools try new methods to achieve college and career readiness

As you settle in for a new school year, remember Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        The use of iPhones and other handheld devices in class is a big no-no in some schools but not so at Frankfort High School. Read about the school’s handheld pilot and how it’s enhancing students’ in-class learning experience.

·        Kentucky public schools are looking for ways to improve college and career readiness of all their students. Luckily, educators need look no further than the state’s borders. Check out what seven Kentucky schools are doing to ensure their students are ready for life after high school.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

A Deferred Compensation Message
"All employees in Kentucky's public schools should be aware of the benefits of participation in Kentucky Deferred Comp's retirement savings plans.  KTRS and CERS are both good retirement systems that will provide school district employees with pensions upon retirement, but the reality is that most employees will still be faced with a reduction in monthly income when they complete their service and do retire.  Kentucky Deferred Comp is a state agency, created specifically for the purpose of allowing public service employees in the state the opportunity to set aside pre-tax savings as a source of supplemental retirement income, thus making up for that gap in retirement income.    Even though many of our school district and Department of Education employees do participate in the program, the overall number of participants is still low.  I encourage all school districts to make sure your employees are fully aware of the benefits of a Kentucky Deferred Comp account, and I further encourage all employees to start a Kentucky Deferred Comp account and take advantage of this extraordinary opportunity to enhance your retirement lifestyle."

For further information, please contact Kentucky Deferred Compensation Office at 800-542-2667 or 502-573-7925.
Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.


Legislators’ Back to School Program

Legislative Research Commission (LRC) staff asked that I advise you of possible contacts from them regarding legislators participating in this year's America's Legislators Back to School Program. 

The National Conference of State Legislatures' (NCSL's) annual America's Legislators Back to School Program for the school year 2012-2013 will begin in September. LRC staff will be contacting some of your schools to arrange visits to classrooms by members of the Kentucky General Assembly participating in this nation-wide, nonpartisan event. Most of you are familiar with the Back to School Program.  However, you can review detailed information about the program (objectives, curriculum, sponsors, participation, etc.) on the NCSL website through the America's Legislators Back to School Program link.  You can access this link from the LRC webpage or by going directly to the NCSL website at http://www.ncsl.org. Like the last few years, the program will run throughout the school year. Generally, however, Kentucky legislators will visit schools from the September kick-off date through mid-November.  Visits beyond that date can be arranged, but will be more difficult after the 2013 General Assembly convenes.

NCSL will again provide age-appropriate printed and video resource materials for students' use during a legislator's visit to your classroom.  In addition, on-line resources and lesson plans are also available for teachers participating in the program. 

If you have any questions regarding this event, or know of any schools that are not contacted but want to participate, please contact the America's Legislators Back to School Program state coordinator, Sheila Mason, at the Legislative Research Commission at Sheila.Mason@lrc.ky.gov or (502) 564-8100, or send an e-mail to Rena Elswick at Rena.Elswick@lrc.ky.gov. 

2012 Public Service Recognition Poster Contest

Kentucky students ages 6-18 are invited to participate in the 2012 Public Service Recognition Poster Contest, sponsored by the Kentucky Personnel Cabinet.

The contest is tied to Kentucky Public Service Recognition Week in October and provides an opportunity to increase awareness among children of the achievements and contributions of public servants in the workplace and our communities. The theme is "Public Service - Making a Difference Every Day in Every Way."

Winners receive a $100 savings bond and an invitation to the Capitol in October.

Entries must be postmarked by Sept. 21. Visit the Personnel Cabinet’s website for a complete list of contest guidelines.

For more information, contact the Kentucky Personnel Cabinet’s Office of Employee Relations at (502) 564-5955 or (502) 564-5954.

Hybrid bus workshop

The Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition (KCFC) and the National Energy Education Development (NEED) Project have partnered to provide two area teacher workshops. These workshops will provide energy professional development opportunities for classroom teachers and engaging and exciting energy curriculum for students in today’s classrooms.

The workshops are scheduled for Sept. 18 at the Hampton Inn in Pikeville and Sept. 20 at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center in Bowling Green. Participants will receive free use of a NEED Science of Energy Rental Kit designed to teach the concepts of force, motion, light, sound, heat, electricity, magnetism and energy transformations through hands-on activities.

There is no cost to attend the workshop, and breakfast and lunch are provided. Reimbursements for substitutes are available. 

Register online by Sept. 12:

September 18 Workshop: www.regonline.com/needkcfcpikeville
September 20 Workshop: www.regonline.com/needkcfcbowlinggreen
Confirmation will be sent via e-mail after your registration is completed; please set your spam filter to accept messages from regonline@regonline.com. Directions will be sent with registration confirmation.

For more information, contact Wendi Moss at (800) 875-5029 or wmoss@need.org.

VSA Call for Art

VSA Kentucky is extending a Call for Art to K-12 students with disabilities in Kentucky schools. Selected artwork will be included in the Student Traveling Exhibition called “A Matter of Perspective.” Art selected for this exhibit will travel to educational and community venues all around Kentucky and will be unveiled at the Exceptional Children's Conference in Louisville in November. 

The goal is to recognize and share the artistic accomplishment of students throughout the state. In addition, the exhibit provides an opportunity for all students to learn from and appreciate the visual arts through the creative expressions of their peers. 

Submissions must be postmarked by October 20. For entry forms and guidelines, visit http://www.vsartsky.org/programs/student-traveling-art-exhibits.

For more information, contact Delaire Rowe at (270) 781-0872.

REL Appalachia Kentucky Bridging Event

REL Appalachia is sponsoring a Kentucky Bridging Event on Oct. 23 at Berea College. 

“Bridging Research to Practice: Helping Students Navigate the Path to College” is a partnership between the Kentucky Department of Education, the Collaborative for Teaching and Learning (CTL), the CCR Alliance at Eastern Kentucky University, the Kentucky Association of School Administrators and GEAR Up at Berea College.

The event will explore recommendations in the IES Practice Guide Helping Students Navigate the Path to College: What High Schools Can Do. Participants will compare practices in their schools to the recommendations and hear from Kentucky practitioners as they share their experiences preparing students for college. 

EILA credit is available. For more information, contact CTL’s Deborah Walker at dwalker@ctlonline.org.

Macy’s and Yes, Virginia
Macy’s is making the script and score for Yes, Virginia: The Musical free to all schools and will offer a grant program, awarding each of 100 participating schools a $1,000 grant to support productions of the musical. The grants will be awarded to the first 100 qualified schools that complete the application process through September 13. 

Visit www.yesvirginiamusical.com to submit a grant application and access a script, songs and videos featuring tips from Broadway insiders.

Debuting as an animated special in 2009, Yes, Virginia was inspired by the true story of 8-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon, who in 1897 wrote a letter to the New York Sun newspaper asking if there is a Santa Claus. The Sun’s editor, Francis P. Church responded with a poignantly worded essay on the importance of believing, including the famous lines “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist …” His response became one of the most famous newspaper editorials of all time and served as the inspiration for Macy’s “Believe” campaign, which supports Make-A-Wish® and will celebrate its fifth anniversary this December.

