MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 9/17/2012

The Monday E-mail contains information on the following KDE-related topics:

· Update on fall 2012 assessment and accountability data reporting

· Division of District Support:  Updates and Training Webinars

· Growth Factor Report due to KDE

· Presidential Election Day

· Twitter Town Hall
· CIITS usage data posted
· CIITS training
· CIITS My Account
· ASSIST logo/link
· EPDS field test
· LEP KPI issues
· Kentucky Teacher – Music education, photo blog, KBE board profile next week 

· LI-HEAP available again this year

· Education Nation Teacher Town Hall

· Lesson guide for vice-presidential debate

· Visit the farm animals at NAILE

· SPECIAL TO 4TH-GRADE CLASSROOMS: Free admission to Perryville commemoration

· National Quality Education Conference

· FEMA Public Assistance Program

· National Excellence in Urban Education Award Program (Attachment)
The Gallery Collection scholarship opportunity (Attachment)


If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

KDE Items

Update on fall 2012 assessment and accountability data reporting

During the August data reviews of individual student demographics, accountability status and exemptions for grades 3-8 and high school, the KDE Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) provided a tentative date (end of September) for when student scores and the assessment and accountability reports within the new School Report Card (SRC) might be available to schools and districts. KDE will not meet this tentative date.

The ability to use individual student scores to generate assessment and accountability reports is directly linked to the receipt of test files from ten vendors and multiple data sources. All ten test vendor files had to stay on schedule in order for OAA to meet the tentative date. The initial data file from ACT, Inc. for end-of-course testing did not contain all student data. The delivery of a final corrected file has affected the reporting schedule. The delay requires OAA to move to a later release of data to schools and districts.

In early October, the preliminary SRC and student scores will be released to schools and districts. The early October release will be the last opportunity for Quality Control of data before public reporting. All preliminary data shared at this time is for Quality Control activities. 

Also, all data shared before public reporting is embargoed. During an embargo, district and school staff may discuss the data; however, data cannot be shared in public meetings or by the media. Specific dates for the rollout of data will be sent as the dates are confirmed.

KDE is dedicated to producing high-quality, reliable data, and the Quality Control process is an integral part of our work.

Division of District Support:  Updates and Training Webinars

On September 20, 2012, the Division of District Support will be recording five brief webinars consisting of updates and/or training information related to the following topics:  

Draft Accounting Procedures for Kentucky School Activity Funds (Redbook) GASB 54 Working Budget - Fund 400 Professional Staff Data (PSD) and Classified Staff Data (CSD) Capital Funds Request 

Although these webinars will not be presented ‘live”, please forward any specific questions relating to any of the above topics that you would like addressed to the finance.reports@education.ky.gov mailbox prior to September 20, 2012.  The subject line should state the topic and webinar, such as Working Budget – Fund 400 Webinar.  Districts may also forward questions to the above mailbox after the webinar as well.  You will be notified when these recorded webinars will be posted to KDE’s webpage for district personnel to access at their convenience.

Should you have any questions, please contact LaTonya Bell at latonya.bell@education.ky.gov .

Growth Factor Report due to KDE

The Growth Factor Report is due to KDE ten (10) days after the last day of the second school month, but no later than November 1 of each school year. This report includes the following information for the first two (2) school months:  

aggregate days’ attendance and absence race and gender count nonresident/non-contract students overage and underage students 

All information is reported by school, grade level and by transportation code. 

The Growth Factor Reference document and PowerPoint for the 2012-2013 Growth Factor Report is available at: KYBOY 1133  2012-13 Beginning of Year Processes
Please submit the Growth Factor Report via the Kentucky Department of Education Web site at http://odss.education.ky.gov/growthfactor/.   

You may contact Steve Young if you have questions at Steve.Young@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-5279.

Presidential Election Day

When a regular election day is also a Presidential Election Day, that election day becomes a state holiday.  Please note the relevant statutes below.  Both statutes state that schools shall be closed and it is clear in either event that the day cannot be an instructional day.  However, the question of whether or not districts may require teachers to participate in professional development seems to cause some confusion.  Since the Presidential Election Day this year is a state holiday, this day is really no different than the other state holidays in the calendar like Labor Day, Christmas or Thanksgiving.  In other words, this is a ‘paid’ day off for employees.  You can require employees to work on this Presidential Election Day but they must be granted paid time off on another day or granted compensatory pay. 

KRS 2.190 Presidential election day. 
The Tuesday after the first Monday in November in Presidential election years shall be a state holiday on which all state offices, all schools and all state universities and colleges shall be closed. Any employee who is required to work on said state holiday shall receive compensatory pay or time off.

KRS 158.070 Sec 6(a) School Term

School shall be closed on the day of a regular election and on the day of a primary election, and those days may be used for professional development activities, professional meetings, or parent-teacher conferences.

If you have any questions, please contact Kay Kennedy in the Division of District Support at kay.kennedy@education.ky.gov or (502)564-3930. 


Twitter Town Hall

The Kentucky Department of Education invites teachers, administrators, district staff, parents, students and other education stakeholders to submit questions for Commissioner Terry Holliday's Twitter Town Hall Wednesday, Sept. 19, 4-5 p.m. ET. Questions can be tweeted both before Sept. 19 and during the live event from 4-5 p.m. ET. Use the hash tag #AskDocH to send questions.

 

If you don’t have a Twitter account and would like to sign up for one, visit www.twitter.com. It’s a free service and also offers apps for smartphones if you’d rather follow along off of a traditional computer desktop or laptop.

 

Commissioner Holliday looks forward to answering your questions Sept. 19.

CIITS usage data posted 

If you, your staff or teachers have not logged in to Kentucky’s Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) and started using it, now is the time to do so. Log-in information is available here. 

Beginning this week (Thursday) we will begin posting maps of CIITS user log-in data in Open House on the KDE website. More detailed CIITS training, log-in and usage data will be posted on the About CIITS/Support page in CIITS. Detailed data for each district will be posted for superintendents, principals, district assessment coordinators, chief academic officers (instructional supervisors) and chief information officers. 

Additionally, you will be able to see which teachers are logging into CIITS and how they are progressing toward the annual goals you set in your signed Scopes of Work for Race to the Top (RTTT) funding. As a part of those Scopes of Work, each district set yearly targets for usage and the development of resources within CIITS with the goal of the state achieving a set of performance measures by 2014-15. Those performance measures are outlined in the attachment. The state will be required to show progress towards these performance measures each year in order to continue to receive our RTTT funds. Please direct questions to David Cook at david.cook@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4201.

CIITS training

Training on effectively using CIITS is available for teachers as well as administrators. Self-paced online modules with videos and written support materials are posted on Training pages, which you can reach from the CIITS homepage. Remember, CIITS is a powerful tool to help you, your staff and teachers improve teaching and student outcomes. Standards-based instruction and designing meaningful lessons and units based on the standards is critical to achieving college and career readiness goals. Formatively assessing student learning through CIITS supports continuous improvement in both teaching and learning.

Additionally, professional learning resources on a variety of topics are now available through CIITS. All Kentucky educators now have access to PD360 and other resources from the School Improvement Network from the CIITS homepage. Several districts have shared ways they are beginning to use these resources in their professional learning communities. KDE will be looking for exemplary practices to share in the near future.

CIITS My Account 

The next time you log in to CIITS, you may notice the wording “My Account” in the upper right corner on the homepage. This is a management tool for your CIITS account. In addition to changing your CIITS password, users who are assigned and have CIITS credentials for multiple schools will be able to use this tool to change their default school or switch between schools. Information contained within the Personal Information tab and E-mail and Notifications tab must be changed using Infinite Campus.

ASSIST logo/link 

To make it easier for you to use the data in CIITS as the basis for your Comprehensive School/District Improvement Plans (CSIP/CDIP), we have added a link on the CIITS homepage to ASSIST, the tool that you will be using to document your CSIP/CDIP and Program Reviews. We hope you will find this a useful feature. As a reminder, ASSIST training has been scheduled for Education Recovery Directors, as well as school and district personnel. You can access the training schedule here. Training will be conducted via webinar.

EDS field test

Last week, we activated a new CIITS module, the Educator Development Suite (EDS), for the 54 districts participating in the extended field test of the Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES). For now, some CIITS users may be able to see something those in your district cannot. EDS includes the tools to promote professional growth. EDS can be used to: 


·        record classroom observations tied to the Danielson Framework 

·        review and report multiple measures of educator development

·        individualize professional growth plans for teachers

·        consolidate professional development resources 

The EDS module is slated to be turned on for everyone in the 2013-14 school year for the statewide pilot of PGES.

LEP KPI issues

KDE has determined that the LEP KPI in CIITS is not displaying accurate information. Until this is resolved, we have turned that indicator off. We are working with both Infinite Campus and Schoolnet to resolve the issue and will turn it back on once corrected. We will send out another message letting you know when KPI is accessible again. Please contact ciitshelp@schoolnet.com with any questions.

Music education, photo blog, KBE board profile next week

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

Among the stories next week:

·        Music students don’t like to practice scales, unless they attend Drakes Creek Middle and Greenwood High schools (Warren County). Find out how the schools have combined technology and music to make practice time much more fun and engaging for their students.

·        Meet Nawanna Privett, one of the newest members of the Kentucky Board of Education. Read about her thoughts on education and how she hopes P-20 collaboration will continue to strengthen and improve Kentucky’s schools.

·        KDE photographer Amy Wallot captures the heart and “sole” of education at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Elliott County in her Photo Blog on Thursday.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

LI-HEAP available again this year

The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LI-HEAP) is beginning, and school and district staff may find the following information useful.

This year, the program begins November 5 and will provide financial assistance toward utility bills or the purchase of bulk heating sources such as propane, kerosene, wood, coal and other fuel. Many counties accept pre-registration for households with an elderly or disabled person living in the home.

See the attached items for eligibility guidelines and a listing of places where individuals may apply. Each Kentucky county has Community Action Agency outreach office that can assist.

For more information, contact Kate Haydon with Community Action Kentucky at (502) 875-5863 or kate@capky.org.

Education Nation Teacher Town Hall

NBC News’ Brian Williams invites you to join the Education Nation Teacher Town Hall, set for Sunday, Sept. 23, from noon to 2 p.m. ET on MSNBC.

See a special message about the Town Hall here: www.educationnation.com/teachertownhall
Join the conversation now. Visit www.facebook.com/educationnation to answer questions, share ideas and share what you want to discuss.
Lesson guide for vice-presidential debate

On October 11, this election’s only vice-presidential debate will be held at Centre College in Danville. Kentucky Youth Advocates, Bellarmine University, Every Child Matters and Secretary of State Alison Lundergan Grimes have teamed to spotlight the needs of Kentucky children and bring the issues to classrooms across the Commonwealth with the 2012 Election: Debate Curriculum Daily Lesson Guide. 

Ph.D. candidates in Education and Social Change from Bellarmine University put together the lesson guide and accompanying student booklet and PowerPoint® presentation to help teachers prepare students for the debate and the election while adhering to content standards. Throughout the seven-day curriculum, students will use different sources to explain and give examples of how democratic governments protect the rights and liberties of their constituents, evaluate the impact citizens have on the functioning of a democratic government and assess how the U.S. government’s response to contemporary issues reflects the needs, wants and demands of its citizens.

The curriculum concludes with an assignment that requires students to watch the vice-presidential debate in Danville at 9 p.m. ET on October 11. That same evening, at 8 p.m. ET, Kentucky Educational Television will air “Student Voices, Election 2012,” an Education Matters roundtable with Kentucky high school students discussing the issues in the election that are important to them and their peers. 

For more information, contact Matt Daley, Office of the Secretary of State, at (502) 564-3490 or matthew.daley@ky.gov.

Visit the farm animals at NAILE

The North American International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) Education Program invites you and your class to take a field trip to the world’s largest purebred livestock show. Your students will have up-close experiences with many kinds of farm animals, and they’ll learn about the importance of agriculture in our daily lives. There are opportunities to see different animal species on different days – dairy and beef cattle, sheep, swine, quarter and draft horses and more. 

The NAILE will be November 3-16 at the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville. School tours are available on November 7-9 and 12-15. The cost of the field trip is $2 per student/teacher/chaperone and $8 per vehicle to park. 

For more information, visit www.livestockexpo.org or contact Lauren Beckley at lbeckley@ksfb.ky.gov. The deadline to book a field trip is October 25.

SPECIAL TO 4TH-GRADE CLASSROOMS: Free admission to Perryville commemoration

The 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Perryville will focus on recreating small-scale selected portions of the battle that occurred in October 1862. 

On October 8, 1862, the Confederate Army of Mississippi and the Union Army of the Ohio met on the farm fields surrounding the small community of Perryville. Before the day was over, nearly 2,500 men lay dead and another 5,000 wounded men filled every barn, church and house in the area.

The Battle of Perryville decided Kentucky’s fate during the American Civil War. Unable to maintain its occupation, the Confederate States of America was forced to give up its military aspirations for the Commonwealth, and Kentucky remained a loyal state in the Federal Union. The Confederate withdrawal from Kentucky, along with strategic Confederate defeats on four other fronts, enabled Abraham Lincoln to finally issue the Emancipation Proclamation.

Please see the attached coupon, which provides “buy one, get one free” admission for 4th-grade students with the purchase of adult tickets on Oct. 6 or 7. This coupon must be presented at admission. 

For more details, visit the Perryville Battlefield site at http://www.perryvillebattlefield.org/html/commemoration_2012.html.

National Quality Education Conference

The National Quality Education Conference (NQEC) will be held on November 11-12 in Louisville.

NQEC is a student-focused conference that will provide insights on how to improve student learning and achievement. When quality improves in the classroom, school, and district costs will decrease. NQEC offers:

renowned keynote speakers, including APQC founder and chairman Jack Grayson and Kentucky’s Education Commissioner Terry Holliday sessions and half-day preconference workshops to advance participants’ skills real-life examples of how quality improves student achievement at the Education Team Excellence Recognition Award sessions networking opportunities with hundreds of educators and leaders focused on building quality schools 

Learn more or register at nqec.asq.org.

FEMA Public Assistance Program

As you may know, the Commonwealth has experienced 11 federally declared disasters in the past five years. A major component of disaster recovery for school districts is applying for and receiving assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance Program. 

Kentucky has received hundreds of millions of dollars from FEMA for the restoration of public facilities; however, the program is highly complex, and without proper training it is easy for applicants to lose funding opportunities. To help prepare applicants for participation in this FEMA disaster recovery program, Kentucky Emergency Management (KYEM) has developed an intensive training that provides applicant agents with the information and tools they need to ensure their projects are funded and completed in a manner pursuant to FEMA guidelines. 

Because of the large number of schools and other school district properties that have been damaged from various storms, this training may be beneficial to your district should you be impacted by a future event. 

The next applicant agent training course is scheduled for the week of October 8 and will be held at the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet Building in Frankfort. There is no cost for the training or materials. 

For registration information, visit http://www.kyem.ky.gov. The registration link, Applicant Agent Certification Course, is located on the right side of the page. Seating is limited to 40 and it is on a first-come, first-served basis. 

For more information, contact Recovery Branch Manager Stephanie Robey at stephanie.robey@us.army.mil or (502) 607-5769.

National Excellence in Urban Education Award Program (Attachment)

Attached is information form the National Excellence in Urban Education Award Program requesting nominations for this year’s recognition program of the nation’s best urban schools.  Attached is a list of the award criteria.  The application deadline is November 4, 2012.  

For further information, contact Dr. Lynne Perez, Associate Director, National Center for Urban School Transformation, at (619) 594-7905.


The Gallery Collection scholarship opportunity (Attachment)

The Gallery Collection is able to once again offer a $10,000 cash scholarship to be given to the winning student for the 6thannual national competition to Create-A-Greeting Card.  In addition to the scholarship to be given to a student, a $1,000 cash prize will be given to the school of the winner.  Please see the attached information outlining the guidelines for participation.  

For further information, please contact Allen Greenwald, The Gallery Collection at (201) 641-7900.

