Monday Superintendent E-mail on Tuesday – 9/4/12

The Monday E-mail contains information on the following KDE-related topics:

-  Restraint and Seclusion Regulation Clarification (Two Attachments)


-  ASSIST Training Webinar Dates


-  Head Start Collaboration

-  Memo Sent to District Auditors Concerning Results of FY 2010-2011 Audit Review (Attachment)

-  FY 2012 Financial Audit Contract Update

-  Indirect Cost Rates

-  School Bus Purchase Authorizations

-  Ky Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses (Cycle 5) RFA Awards Announced

-  Required 2012-2013 School Bus Inventory Reporting

-  Purchasing 2013 Kentucky School Bus

-  Kentucky Teacher – See how teachers are helping students achieve next week

-  Education Nation Teacher Town Hall

      -  Funding opportunities in the arts

      -  New website for Forward in the Fifth

      -  How Civics is Taught in Kentucky Schools

      -  SPEAK conference set for Sept. 28

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Restraint and seclusion regulation clarification (two attachments)

Many misconceptions surround state regulation 704 KAR 7:160, which provides guidelines for restraint and seclusion of students.

The regulation fully contemplates and provides for an exception during times of emergency. This would include fights between students and would permit ANY school staff to intervene whether or not they have been trained as a restraint/seclusion core team member.

The regulation clearly provides in Section 3 (3)(a) that restraint may be utilized when “the student’s behavior poses an imminent danger of serious physical harm to self or others” (e.g., a fight between two students), and the regulation further provides in Section 3 (6)(a) that staff are permitted to perform restraint, even if untrained, when “…in the case of clearly unavoidable emergency circumstances when trained school personnel are not immediately available due to the unforeseeable nature of the emergency circumstance.” (e.g., a fight between two students).

After receiving feedback from the Local Superintendents Advisory Council (LSAC), numerous changes were made to this regulation. We continue to be open to improving this regulation, and we hope that our partners will continue to be open to realizing the need for a regulation that is designed to protect the safety of both students and staff.

The attached letter from Commissioner Holliday provides responses related to issues raised by the Kentucky School Boards Association, Kentucky Association of School Administrators, Kentucky Association of School Superintendents and Kentucky Center for School Safety. Also, see the full text of the regulation, which also is attached.

ASSIST Training Webinar Dates
ASSIST Webinar for Educational Recovery Leaders - 9/19/2012, 10:00A-11:00A EST - REGISTER
ASSIST Webinar for KDE Staff - 9/19/2012, 11:30A-12:30P EST - REGISTER
ASSIST Webinar for Schools - 9/19/2012, 2:00P - 3:30P EST - REGISTER
ASSIST Webinar for Districts - 9/20/2012, 10:00A - 11:30a EST - REGISTER
ASSIST Webinar for Partners - 9/27/2012, 10:00A - 11:30a EST - REGISTER

For further information, please contact Susan Allred at (502) 564-5130 or via e-mail at susang.allred@education.ky.gov.

Head Start collaboration

September marks an important month for Kentucky's preschool program. In September, school districts are required to certify that they have collaborated with their Head Start partners to ensure that the use of federal funds were maximized during the school/Head Start enrollment process. 

Full utilization ensures that we leverage our state resources with our federal resources. It also fosters a stronger partnership between school districts and Head Start, reduces duplication of services and allows the maximum number of children to be served. It makes good business sense, and it is in the best interest of all our children and families.

If you have any questions regarding the requirements of full utilization, please contact Joe Roberts, Governor's Office of Early Childhood, or Bill Buchanan, Kentucky Department of Education.

Memo Sent to District Auditors Concerning Results of FY 2010-2011 Audit Review (Attachment)

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) engaged the Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) to review the FY 2011 audit reports for technical compliance and adherence to reporting standards.  The results from the review can be found in the Independent Accountant’s Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures to the Kentucky Department of Education, A-133 Desk Reviews For The Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2011 Audit Reports located on APA’s web site at: www.auditor.ky.gov
District auditors were sent the attached memorandum notifying them of the availability of the results.  Auditors are required to correct any FY 2010-2011 audit classified as technically deficient or unacceptable and submit a revised corrected audit as noted in the memorandum.  Also, auditors should review the results and correct the findings in the FY 2011-2012 audits that they are currently performing.  KDE encourages each district to review and discuss the report with their auditor.  Both auditor and district should be aware that uncorrected repeat findings by the firm may result in the district’s future audit contract not being approved and executed by the State Committee for School District Audits.

The report will be presented at the Kentucky Board of Education’s October 2012 board meeting.

If you have questions, please contact the following Division of District Support representatives:  Jeffrey Coulter at jeffrey.coulter@education.ky.gov or Ken Smith at ken.smith@education.ky.gov or by telephone at 502-564-3846.  
FY 2012 Financial Audit Contract Update

The State Committee for School District Audits has approved the majority of the audit contracts for FY 2011-2012. The remaining audit contracts will be approved when all components of the contracts have been received. The approved and signed audit contracts have been posted to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) website listed below. Please continue to check the website for additional approved audit contracts.  Also, you will have access to the districts’ FY 2011-2012 payment registers through this website by the end of the week.  You are encouraged to allow the auditor into the district to begin preliminary audit work at the earliest possible date. Many audit procedures can be done before the books are closed.  

Obtaining quality audits by the November 15, 2012 deadline greatly depends on you and your staff. The audit contract states the following: “If the audit cannot be completed by November 15, 2012 due to factors beyond the control of Accountant, ACCOUNTANT shall electronically submit an Audit Extension Request form, fully completed by both ACCOUNTANT and the district to KDE by October 1, 2012.” You are encouraged to work with the auditor in scheduling the work to be done, ensuring that needed personnel, reports and supporting documentation are available. 

Please remember the district and/or auditor is responsible for submitting the following items to KDE:

The auditor is responsible for submitting the bound and electronic Audit Report including the management letter along with response(s). 

The district is responsible for submitting a Statement of Certification along with the Annual Financial Report (AFR). 

In addition, the district is responsible for withholding 10% of the audit fee if the audit report is not completed and submitted in accordance to the audit contract deadline and requirements.

The State Audit Requirement Checklist document located on the following KDE webpage is an optional working tool for the auditors to use in completing the districts' fiscal year 2012 financial audits: 

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/finance+and+funding/school+finance/financial+information/financial+audits/financial+audit+contract+information.htm 

If you have any questions, please contact Ken Smith at ken.smith@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4403 extension 4442.


Indirect Cost Rates

Please click on the link below to access your district’s indirect cost calculations for FY 2013. The method used to calculate indirect costs is called the “predetermined” method, which requires a 10 percent reduction in the rate to allow for changes and fluctuations from year to year. The calculation is performed electronically using numbers reflected in your district’s Annual Financial Report (2011).  

Each local board of education is encouraged to approve the rates prior to October 1, the start of the federal fiscal year. If the Indirect Cost Rate is not approved by October 1, the district cannot apply the rate at a later time during the fiscal year.  

The non-restricted indirect cost rate is for use with food service, and the restricted indirect cost rate is for use with grants. Since the indirect cost rates are calculated for use with federal programs, the federal fiscal year should be used. Please use the current 2013 rate through September 2013, and then use the new rates for FY 2014 starting October 2014. Both, the non-restricted and restricted Indirect Cost Rates can be viewed by selecting the district and scrolling to the bottom of the report at Indirect Cost Rates.

To obtain the details for how the indirect cost rates were calculated for your district, follow the link below and select your district. The 2013 rates are based on the Audited Annual Finance Reports for 2011. The non-restricted rate is used with food service and is applied against only the total salary and benefits for each month. 

The restricted indirect cost rate is used for grants subject to the “supplement not supplant” requirement and only to the extent that indirect cost is an allowable expenditure for the grant. The rate is multiplied by the actual direct expenditures under the grant award (not only salary and benefits). 

Indirect Cost Rates by individual district
For questions concerning the Indirect Cost Rates, please contact Susan Barkley at (502)564-3930, or susan.barkley@education.ky.gov.

To learn more about Indirect Costs from the federal level, follow the link below:

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/intro.html
School Bus Purchase Authorizations

School bus Purchase authorizations for 2012-13 can be accessed using the following link:

http://education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Transportation/Buses/Bus+Purchasing+Information.htm
Orders received on or before November 19, will be delivered not later than May 1, 2013. In addition to the Purchase Authorization you will find a listing of options for purchase. All options must be purchased by the use of a local district purchase order.

The new purchase authorizations must be filled out on line and returned electronically. Confirmation documents will be returned within two working days.  All KISTA financed bus orders must arrive at this office by November 1, 2010, to allow the department to approve the bonds.

If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact David Mangum at (502) 564-4403 ext. 4422, or dave.mangum@education.ky.gov.

KY Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses (Cycle 5) RFA Awards Announced

Awards for Cycle 5 of the Kentucky Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses grant are now posted on the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) website.  Two districts applied and were awarded: Bullitt County ($311,945) and Campbell County ($64,091).   

Awards listed are contingent upon the district’s submission of a board-approved PA3 Form (School Bus Purchase Authorization), including options, as well as a signed Assurances Form to KDE’s Pupil Transportation Branch.  If a board-approved PA3 Form and/or Assurances Form is not received, KDE reserves the right to rescind the offer.

We appreciate everyone’s participation in the grant process and hope that you will continue to seek and apply for beneficial grants for your districts/schools as they become available.

 

If you have budget-related questions, please contact Vickie Terry at vickie.terry@education.ky.gov or at 502-564-1979.

 

If you would like copies of your score sheets or have questions related to the application process, please contact Jason Kendall at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov or at 502-564-2351. 

 

All other questions should be addressed to Dave Mangum at dave.mangum@education.ky.gov or at 502-564-5279.


Required 2012-2013 School Bus Inventory Reporting

All districts are required to provide KDE with updated School Bus inventory information each year no later than October 30, 2012. This update is required even when no changes were made to the inventory during the year. Use this link to update your district’s current School Bus Inventory following the directions provided.

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Transportation/Buses/School+Bus+Inventory+Instructions.htm
Purchasing 2013 Kentucky School Buses

School Bus Purchase Authorizations for 2012-2013 can be accessed using the following link.

http://education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Transportation/Buses/Bus+Purchasing+Information.htm
Orders received on or before November 19, will ensure delivery not later than May 1, 2013. In addition to the Purchase Authorization you will find a listing of options for purchase. All options must be purchased by the use of a local district purchase order.

The new purchase authorizations must be filled out on line and returned electronically. Confirmation documents will be returned within two working days.  All KISTA financed bus orders must arrive at this office by November 1, 2010, to allow the department to approve the bonds.

Any questions regarding bus inventory reporting or bus purchases should be directed to Dave Mangum, (502) 564-5279, or dave.mangum@education.ky.gov .


See how teachers are helping students achieve next week

As you settle in for a new school year, remember Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Madison Southern High School (Madison County) is making strides to raise rigor, increase test scores and get students ready for college and career. Find out what teachers are doing to engage students and equip them with the 21st-century skills they need.

·        Read about how two Kentucky teachers’ focus on helping students become critical thinkers, problem solvers and effective communicators led to the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Learning.

·        K-PREP results are coming, and Education Commissioner Terry Holliday has a message for state educators about what they can expect.

·        It was a difficult job, but KDE photographer Amy Wallot was up for the challenge. In her photo blog, she shows us how some lucky students and teachers recently abandoned their regular classrooms for a day of learning at the Kentucky State Fair.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually one to two times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Education Nation Teacher Town Hall

NBC News’ Brian Williams invites you to join the Education Nation Teacher Town Hall, set for Sunday, Sept. 23, from noon to 2 p.m. ET on MSNBC.

See a special message about the Town Hall here: www.educationnation.com/teachertownhall
Join the conversation now. Visit www.facebook.com/educationnation to answer questions, share ideas and share what you want to discuss.
Funding opportunities in the arts
Applications are now being accepted for VSA Kentucky’s Arts Inclusion Program. This is a funding opportunity for classroom teachers (academic, special education, arts/humanities teachers) and VSA Kentucky teaching artists to collaborate, plan and implement fully inclusionary, hands-on, thematic projects that interface with the curriculum and KCAS. Applications can include any of these arts areas: Music, Theatre, Dance, Creative Writing, Visual Arts and Storytelling (or a combination). Twenty-five to 30 $1200.00 awards will be given statewide to school sites selected from these applications for arts projects that are experiential and include children with and without disabilities.

The Arts Inclusion program is VSA Kentucky’s largest program, and was designed by VSA Kentucky (in partnership with the Kentucky Dept. of Education) to provide educational arts experiences for children of all abilities.

This award is also a way that you can bring arts specialists (VSA teaching artists who are trained in UDL and adaptive strategies in their arts disciplines) into your school to work with students. Included on the VSA website is the VSA Kentucky Roster of Teaching Artists approved by VSA Kentucky for their professionalism and ability to adapt their art forms and instruction for children with disabilities. 

Applications must be postmarked no later than October 31. 

For guidelines and application: http://www.vsartsky.org/programs/arts-inclusion
If after reading the Arts Inclusion Guidelines and Application, you have any questions, contact VSA Kentucky Programs Director Mary Claire O’Neal (502) 564-3775 or e-mail maryclaire.oneal@education.ky.gov.

New website for Forward in the Fifth

Educators, parents, students, and business and community leaders in southern and eastern Kentucky now have a new Internet presence — and expanded social media platforms — to keep up with what’s going on in education throughout the region.

Forward in the Fifth, an affiliate of the Center for Rural Development, has launched a redesigned interactive website, www.fif.org, that highlights a wide variety of initiatives and model programs schools and communities are implementing to address education issues in the region and across Kentucky.

The website was designed by the center’s professional web department and introduces Forward in the Fifth’s new logo and branding standards. It also incorporates more opportunities for education supporters to interact with the nonprofit organization through expanded social media platforms.

Some of the new features on the website include:

brief history of Forward in the Fifth, its grassroots movement, and completed and current projects full membership list of Forward in the Fifth board of directors and its current 2010-2013 strategic plan online opportunities to donate to Forward in the Fifth and support program initiatives in its 42-county primary service area and beyond social media presence via Facebook, YouTube and Flickr, allowing instant access to events and correspondence with Forward in the Fifth staff while archiving photos and videos for future use extensive calendar of events identifying Forward in the Fifth’s involvement in education-related initiatives throughout the region up-to-date news stories about Forward in the Fifth activities clickable access to educational resources and best practices addressing college/career readiness to assist educators, students, parents and community leaders expanded access to nominate progressive leaders for annual awards and periodic mini-grants availability to support education-related efforts links to colleges and universities serving the region’s residents 

For more information about Forward in the Fifth, contact Jim Tackett, executive director, at (606) 677-6000 or e-mail fif@centertech.com.

How Civics is Taught in Kentucky Schools

The Central Kentucky Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky and the League of Women Voters present “The Next Generation of Citizens: How Civics is Taught in Kentucky Schools,” a panel discussion focused on civics.

The discussion is set for Thursday, September 13, from 7 to 9 p.m. ET at Temple Adath Israel in Lexington.

Panel members include:

Charles Hall, director of Social Studies Networks, Kentucky Department of Education Malana Salyer, executive director of the Kentucky Council for the Social Studies and Civic Education coordinator for the McConnell Center at the University of Louisville Kathleen Owings Swan, Ph.D., associate professor of curriculum and instruction, University of Kentucky Rick Daniel, Ed.S., president of the Kentucky Council for the Social Studies and district social studies specialist, Jefferson County 

Visit http://aclu-ky.org/content/view/530/104/ for more details.

SPEAK conference set for Sept. 28

The second annual SPEAK conference for middle and high school speech and debate educators will be held on September 28 at the University of Kentucky. SPEAK (the Speech Professional Education Alliance of Kentucky) is sponsored by the Kentucky National Forensic League and co-sponsored by the Kentucky High School Speech League, the Kentucky Catholic Forensic League, the Kentucky Educational Speech and Drama Association, and the Division of Instructional Communication at the University of Kentucky. Additional funding is provided by the National Federation of High Schools with promotional support from the Kentucky Department of Education.

Highlights include a presentation by the Kentucky Department of Education entitled “Speech Education and the Common Core.” The keynote speaker will be David Yastremski of New Jersey’s Ridge High School, one of the prominent speech educators in the country. Twelve additional seminars will be offered throughout the day on topics including Program Reviews, debate coaching and instruction how-tos, and instructional seminars on Oral Interpretation and Extemporaneous Speaking.

Registration is due by Monday, September 24, via www.kyspeak.org. Registration fees are $25 (due at arrival) and include a catered lunch. Certificates of attendance as well as door prizes will be given. Additional information about the conference, seminars, and discounted hotel rates as well as additional support material for speech and debate educators can be found at the SPEAK website (www.kyspeak.org). 

