MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 9/24/12

As part of our effort to streamline communications and cut down on the number of e-mails you receive, here is a Monday E-Mail that combines several items into one communication.

Please read the Monday E-mail as it contains information on the following KDE-related topics:

· 2012-13 SEEK Tentative

· Webinars regarding ASSIST and Comprehensive School and District Improvement Plans available

· Testing and accountability FAQ for parents

· PD opportunity from Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM)
· ARRA Jobs Reporting Reminder – Report due on job estimates relative to ARRA grants; Due date for submission, Friday, October 5, 2012 (Attachments)
· Kentucky Teacher - School readiness, improvement topics for next week
                                                                                         

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

2012-13 SEEK Tentative  

KDE has posted the 2012-13 SEEK Tentative allocations.   The data used to calculate the 2012-13 SEEK Tentative is actual data except for the At-Risk number which is still the forecast number and 2nd Month Growth which has not yet been collected.  At-Risk, Growth, and the 2012-13 SEEK Transportation allocation will be included in the 2012-2013 SEEK Final calculation.  These calculations can be found at: Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK)
This calculation reflects the 2012-2014 Biennial Budget passed by the General Assembly and signed by the Governor. The Biennial Budget includes $3,833 per pupil base guarantee and a $725,000 statewide equalization level for FY 2013.

If you have any questions, please contact Kay Kennedy at kay.kennedy@education.ky.gov or Chay Ritter at chay.ritter@education.ky.gov .
Webinars regarding ASSIST and Comprehensive School and District Improvement Plans available

The webinars regarding ASSIST and Comprehensive School and District Improvement Plans are archived and all other related information at:  http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/School+Improvement/Comprehensive+improvement+Planning/ 

The final live Webinar is September 27 at 10:00 a.m. for our Partners (Cooperatives, K-Groups, parents, etc.).  The registration information link is found above.

Questions, please contact Susan Allred at susang.allred@education.ky.gov .


Testing and accountability FAQ for parents
Test results and accountability information to be released this October will generate questions from parents. KDE has developed an FAQ document that contains what are likely to be some of the most frequently asked questions from parents, along with answers.

See that document here.


PD opportunity from Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM)
KDE and the Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM) are partnering with a nationally recognized leader in content-focused coaching to bring an exciting professional development opportunity to middle schools. 

Content-focused coaching is an effective school improvement support strategy that changes cultures, affects student learning and improves teaching practices. Building mathematics content-focused coaching communities is a long-range educational practice in which mathematics coaches work collaboratively with principals and teachers to design, implement and reflect on rigorous, standards-based lessons that promote individual student learning. Content-focused coaching is grounded in current research and clinical knowledge on leadership and schools as professional communities of practice. 

This is a FREE professional development opportunity for middle school mathematics coaches and their principals. If your middle school is looking for ways to empower principals and coaches to be change agents and culture builders for professional learning, then this is a PD opportunity that should not be missed. Space is limited, and the deadline to apply is Friday, September 28. 

More information is available at http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/intervention/MiddleSchoolCoaching/MSCoaching.pdf.


ARRA Jobs Reporting Reminder – Report due on job estimates relative to ARRA grants; Due date for submission, Friday, October 5, 2012 (Attachments)
The ARRA Jobs Estimate report is available through the web application at http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/.  The December 2009 OMB ARRA Jobs Guidance from the federal government and the ARRA Jobs Web Application instructions are also attached.  The report is a requirement of receipt of ARRA funds.   
Each district must complete a report for jobs created/retained relative to each ARRA grant received from KDE.  Each district will be reporting for the quarter of July 2012-September 2012.  The formula for calculating jobs created/retained is:

Total number of quarter hours worked in jobs funded with ARRA funds = Number of FTEs for quarter
                        Total quarter hours in a full-time schedule

The following grants which you are still required to report on are Education Jobs Fund (4411) and School Improvement (g) (5600).
 
MUNIS project numbers 5600A, 5600B and 5600C should be reported under MUNIS project number 5600.

 
Also, if the district has made a single purchase of $25,000 or more, please complete the 1512 Vendor Reporting spreadsheet (attached) and email to arrajobs@education.ky.gov by the reporting deadline.  

 
The reports must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. (EST) on Friday, October 5, 2012.  Any reports not completed by this time will result in withholding of ARRA funds until the reports are complete.  All reports must have a sign-off.  For grants that the district did not receive or funds that have not been expended, please sign-off on the blank report.  
 
Questions may be directed to the following:

·        Web application: ketsservicedesk@education.ky.gov or 502-564-2002

·        ARRA jobs reporting: arrajobs@education.ky.gov or call Thelma Hawkins at 502-564-1979 
 
Future ARRA Job Estimates reporting due dates are:
October 2012-December 2012                       Due: January 7, 2013
January 2013-March 2013                              Due: April 5, 2013
April 2013-June 2013                                      Due: July 5, 2013
July 2013-September 2013                             Due: October 7, 2013 
October 2013-December 2013                       Due: January 6, 2014
                         
 

Note:  Dates are subject to change based on information from the U.S. Department of Education.
 


School readiness, improvement topics for next week

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

Among the stories next week:

· Success in school and later in life is closely linked to school readiness. Read about the state’s new kindergarten readiness screener and how it is providing teachers with a wealth of information they can use to ensure a strong foundation for learning and academic growth for each student.

· School improvement can be an overwhelming challenge. Learn how the state’s Education Recovery Specialists (ERS) are rolling up their sleeves and working collaboratively with teachers and administrators to make positive changes for Kentucky’s children. 

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.


Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Adopt-A-Highway Make It Yours Art Contest (Attachment)

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet is sponsoring the Adopt-A-Highway Art Contest to increase environmental awareness among children, educate them about the devastating effects of litter and change attitudes and behaviors about littering.

The theme is “Adopt-A-Highway - Make It Yours.” Entries will be judged in four classes: Ages 6-8; Ages 9-11; Ages 12-14; and Ages 15-17. 

Entries must be postmarked by Sunday, September 30. See the attachment for more details.


Kentucky Hispanic, Immigrant and Refugee Networking Summit

Since 2005, the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights has hosted a statewide networking summit every year to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15) and to foster mutual understanding and increase communication and collaboration between federal, state and local governments and the immigrant and refugee communities.  

The Kentucky Hispanic, Immigrant and Refugee Networking Summit  will be held on Thursday, Oct. 12, from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. ET at the Kentucky State University Research Farm on Mills Lane in Frankfort. Speakers include directors from Latino/community centers, Hispanic educators and entrepreneurs, Kentucky refugee agencies, members of the Hispanic media and representatives from federal, state and local government agencies. Topics will include housing, employment, education, business and more.  

Registration is free and begins at 9 a.m. Organizers ask that attendees RSVP by Oct. 10.

For more information or to RSVP, contact Juan Peña at (502) 595-4024, ext. 47 or juan.pena@ky.gov.


KSP poster contest targets stranger danger

Kentucky State Police (KSP) are looking for 5th- grade artists to compete in the National Missing Children’s Day poster contest, sponsored by the Department of Justice (DOJ) in Washington, D.C. KSP will select a nominee from Kentucky and forward it to DOJ, where one poster from all state-nominated entries will be selected as a winner.

The artist of the national winning poster will win a free trip to Washington, D.C. and participate in the National Missing Children’s Day Ceremony, where he or she will receive an award and a U.S. Savings Bond. The Kentucky nominee will receive an Award of Excellence from KSP, and his or her poster will be prominently displayed at the Kentucky State Fair in KSP’s Safety Town Exhibit.

The theme for the contest is “Bring Our Missing Children Home.” In 2011, 4,520 minor children were reported missing in Kentucky, and 179 of those are still active cases. Nationally, 800,000 children are reported missing every year. 

KSP contest guidelines and information are available at http://mecptraining.org/poster-contest/poster-contest-resources/. Posters must be original, handcrafted artwork; 8½ x 14 inches in size, with the words “Bring Our Missing Children Home” appearing on the poster.

Poster entries should be mailed to Kentucky State Police on or before March 1, 2013, to the KSP Public Affairs Branch, 919 Versailles Road, Frankfort KY 40601.

For more information, contact the Public Affairs Branch at (502) 782-1780.

State Schools of Character

The Character Council of Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, in partnership with the Character Education Partnership (CEP), offers the annual Kentucky State Schools of Character (SSOC) awards to schools and districts with outstanding character education initiatives. 

SSOC will serve as models for other educators within our state, just as they are in over 30 other states. The application process is the same as CEP's National Schools of Character (NSOC) awards program. State nominees can move to the national competition. 

Learn more about applying for the SSOC/NSOC awards by downloading the SSOC application at www.charactercincinnati.org and click on In My School. Applications must be completed and be submitted by December 3 in order to be reviewed and considered for possible recognition in 2013.


“Save the Date” – Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEEP) (Kentucky Chapter) 7th Annual Conference (See Attachment) 
The 7th annual conference of the Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEFPI) Kentucky Chapter is to be held on October 12, 2012, at the Embassy Suites in Lexington, Kentucky.  The one-day conference typically costs $90; however, because of the harsh economic times, educators can enroll this year for $45.  The day will feature several speakers who will clearly articulate the importance of school facilities and their connection to educational outcomes. 

The main keynote speaker is John Pfluger.  He will be followed by a presentation highlighting Cane Run Elementary School which tells the story of how this building and program evolved from an ordinary older elementary school into a world-class facility offering an exceptional Environmental Studies Program.

Other featured speakers include architects and engineers from around the state and from Jefferson County Public Schools, Facilities and Environmental Services—John Lee, Bob Krebs, and Mike Mulheirn.  Principal Gwen Goffner, Resource Teacher Darlene Horton, and several student ambassadors from Cane Run Elementary will also present.

For further information, please reference the attached flyer or contact Michael Mulheirn, at mike.mulheirn@jefferson.kyschools.us . 
National Student Mock Election (Attachment)

The Pearson Foundation, in partnership with the National Student-Parent Mock Election, is announcing the My Voice National Student Mock Election.  The My Voice National Student Mock Elections is online voting leading up to the federal and state 2012 elections, supports classroom curriculum by providing a new media project to survey students on issues of national importance, as well as issues that impact education and local communities.  

The National Mock Election Week kicks off on Thursday, October 25 and culminates on National Mock Election Day 2012, Thursday, November 1.  (See attachment for further information.)

For further information, contact Ginny Kirkland, School Outreach and Government Relations Coordinator, at (678) 403-2779 or via e-mail at ginny.kirkland@pearsonfoundation.org .  To learn more you can also visit their website at www.nationalmockelection.org .

