
 

Welcome Back! 

2010-2011 Assessment Dates 

Arts & Humanities News 

WHEW!! This has been one long, hot and humid sum-
mer. I extend a hardy Welcome Back to all returning 
colleagues in the arts as well as a Welcome to the Arts 
to those newly hired as an arts teacher in Kentucky. I 
trust everyone has had a healthy and safe summer and 
that you’re rejuvenated.  

I invite everyone, new and experienced teachers alike, to 
view the Arts and Humanities area of the Kentucky De-
partment of Education web site. You’ll find important 
information concerning graduation requirements, Highly 
Effective Teaching and Learning (HETL), 21st Century 
Skills, and many valuable arts resources. 

This is an exciting time for arts education in Kentucky. 
Senate Bill 1 (2009) called for an implementation of 

Program Reviews in Arts and Humanities as well as Writing 
and Practical Living/Career Studies. All schools have the 
opportunity to perform a ‘dry run’ of the reviews during the 
2010-2011 school year prior to the reviews becoming a part 
of a school’s accountability in the 2011-2012 school year. 
The revised drafts will be available on the KDE website at 
the beginning of September. 

Another aspect of Senate Bill 1 (2009) is the upcoming con-
tent standards revisions for the arts. Watch for more infor-
mation on Kentucky Core Academic Standards in the Arts. 
Until the release of the revised standards, arts teachers will 
continue to use the current Program of Studies with an em-
phasis on creation, production and performance, and re-
sponse of and to the arts  

lowing the KCCT Spring Test-
ing window. Additional infor-
mation will be sent to the district 
regarding the administration. 
The NRT provided will be the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills 
(ITBS) from Riverside Publish-
ing. 

FALL TESTING: Septem-
ber 13 - 24, 2010 EXPLORE, 
PLAN and 12th Grade ‘On 
Demand Writing’ tests 

SPRING TESTING: April 
18 - 29, 2011 
KCCT - Grades 3-8, 10, & 11 

ACT TESTING SCHED-
ULE:  
March 15, 2011 - ACT Ad-
ministration 

March 29, 2011 - ACT Ad-
ministration Make-up Day 
March 15 - 29, 2011 - ACT 
Administration window for 
students with accommoda-
tions 

NRT: 
April 11 - 15, 2011 
      OR 
May 2 - 6, 2011 
District decision to administer 
the NRT one week prior or fol-
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     “Personal agency, passion, imagination, and a making of meaning: All of these  must be a part of full 
engagement with the arts; and it is difficult to accept a call for excellent teaching and ‘teaching for Amer-
ica’s future’ that pays no heed to the awakenings the arts make possible, the breaking of what Virginia 
Woolf called the ‘cotton wool of daily life.’” 
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It has been a busy summer for 
the program review team.  
After the conclusion of the 
pilot at the end of April, the 
KDE leads and researchers 
began pulling together the 
data from surveys, studied the 
findings submitted by the pilot 
schools, and met with repre-
sentatives from a group of the 
pilot schools. The feedback  
was presented to the draft 
group who began the arduous 
task of revising the review.  

All three program review draft 
teams, arts and humanities, 
writing, and practical living/
career studies, met in Frank-
fort for three days in mid-July. 
The arts and humanities team 
met a fourth day at their own 
expense to ensure they had 
designed a tool that gives an 
accurate view of what a ‘fully 
functional’ school’s arts pro-
gram would look like.  

In so doing, the team reduced 
the number of demonstrators 
for each of the four standards as well 
as the number of characteristics for 
each demonstrator.  

The ultimate goal of the Program Re-
view is high achievement by all stu-
dents in the school. This is accom-
plished by a school looking at its com-
prehensive programs through a wide 
angle lens and analyzing the various 
components of the review tool indi-
vidually and as a whole. 

Each review is composed of four over-
reaching standards: Curriculum and 
Instruction, Formative and Summative 
Assessment, Professional Develop-
ment and Support, and Administrative/
Leadership Support and Monitoring.  

Each Standard is, in turn, broken down 
into a number of Demonstrators that 

describe what is happening in a school 
considered to be ‘fully functioning.’  

The Demonstrators are detailed by 
characteristics--- descriptions of spe-
cific occurrences in a school consid-
ered to be performing at high levels. 
Schools then identify evidence that 
supports decisions on the level of im-
plementation for the Demonstrators 
and the Standard. 

Schools then assign themselves a per-
formance rating for each standard 
which informs the overall rating of the 
Review for each of the four Standards. 
Schools develop a rationale supporting 
their evidence and plan for the next 
steps leading to high student achieve-
ment for sustained and continued 
growth in their areas of strength and 
for progress in their areas of growth.  

The 2010-2011 school year is a time 
when schools across the Common-
wealth are urged to do a ‘dry run’ of 
the program reviews. Schools can fa-
miliarize themselves with the docu-
ment, determine a rating, become 
aware of areas of growth and formulate 
their next steps, and their next steps for 
maintaining existing strong practices. 
The Program Reviews will become a 
part of school accountability in the 
2011-2012 school year.  

The revised draft is targeted to be 
available on the KDE website in Sep-
tember, 2010. Check back with the 
Program Review web page often for 
updates.    

Program Review Update 
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Highly Effective Teaching and Learning: Instructional 
Rigor and Student Engagement 
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student and teacher-led group discus-
sions are extremely valuable to higher 
levels of student achievement.  
 
The highly effective student articulates 
that he or she understands the reason 
for the lesson and the criteria for suc-
cess. Further, the student will generate 
additional questions for artistic inquiry 
or recommendation for improvement to 
help develop a deep understanding of 
lesson and to perform and grow at high 
levels.  
 
In order to achieve at high levels, stu-
dents must also employ a variety of 
strategies. 
 
Arts students should be able to col-
laborate with peers, teachers, and  
                         (...continued on page 5)           

Undoubtedly one of the scariest sce-
narios a teacher, experienced or nov-
ice, can face is a classroom full of 
bored students. Boredom breeds mis-
chievous if not outright malicious be-
havior, inattentiveness, and poor stu-
dent achievement. Lack of student 
engagement can be directly related to 
lack of instructional rigor. A teacher 
who supports and encourages students 
to commit to actively participate in 
their own education will avoid this 
pitfall. Through guidance and assis-
tance, students learn to initiate and 
complete their own complex, inquiry-
based learning as well as creative and 
critical thinking with attention to 
problem solving skills. This type of 
student learning also directly relates 
to 21ST Century Skills. 
 
The highly effective teacher affects 
these student learning traits by in-
structing them utilizing the complex 
processes, concepts and principles 
contained in state and national stan-
dards using differentiated strategies 
that make instruction accessible to all 
students and by scaffolding instruc-
tion to help students develop reason 
and problem-solving strategies. Arts 
teachers incorporate many instruc-
tional strategies in order to guide their 
students to the desired levels. 
 
By orchestrating effective classroom 
performing and creating experiences, 
arts teachers promote the develop-
ment of artistic technical and expres-
sive (higher order psychomotor and 
affective) skills required for high lev-
els of student achievement in their 
discipline. Also, the highly effective 

arts teacher will provide op-
portunities that encourage 
students to continue learning 
on their own and develop 
artistic independence. These 
activities should be meaning-
ful to the student and demand 
that they perform and pro-
duce at increasingly profi-
cient levels. Students who are 
challenged to think deeply 
about problems and are en-
couraged to employ a variety 
of approaches to a solution 
will continue to progress and 
grow. If the teacher doesn’t 
integrate a variety of learning 
resources with classroom 
instruction to increase learn-
ing options, it is probable 
that the students will become 
complacent or bored and 
static in their achievement and desire 
to progress.  
 
As students progress and grow, the 
teacher clarifies and shares with stu-
dents learning intentions/targets and 
criteria for higher levels success. By 
modeling and showing exemplar per-
formances and products, students be-
come more aware of the next level. 
Further, the highly effective teacher 
will structure and facilitate ongoing 
formal and informal discussions con-
cerning student performances and 
production. These discussions are 
based on a shared understanding of 
rules and discourse as well as a shared 
understanding of performance eti-
quette and respect for the artistic ex-
pressions of others. Students to stu-
dent discussions as well as teacher to 



 

the arts as a way to enrich the com-
munity and teach valuable life les-
sons.  

The organization also features a 
strong educational outreach program, 
offering classes, workshops, and 
school tours.  

For more information, contact the 
theatre at 270-444-6828. 

Arts Partnership Organization, is to 
enhance the quality of life in their 
community by providing a "hands on" 
artistic experience for people of all 
ages. 
 
The Goals of the theatre are to pro-
vide a regular schedule of artistic op-
portunities in theatre for people of all 
ages and to provide education and 
training in theatre for people of all 
ages and to encourage participation in 

Paducah’s Market House Theatre Featured in National Publication 

voted to production and performance 
of the arts-based workshops, teachers 
also attended presentations by repre-

sentatives from several 
statewide organizations.  
Robert Duncan, the Arts 
& Humanities Consult-
ant for the Kentucky 
Department of Educa-
tion presented at all four 
sites about 21st Century 
Skills, Highly Effective 
Teaching & Learning, 
and the new Program 
Review in the Arts & 
Humanities.  Jeffrey 
Jamner, the Director of 
School Programs at The 
Kentucky Center, also 
presented at all four 
sites about the Arts Edu-
cation Showcase online 
directory of artists 

(www.artsedshowcase.org) and join-
ing the Academy listserv.  The Ken-
tucky Arts Council also sent represen-
tatives to talk about their Arts Educa-
tion roster artist program and TIP 
grants.   

For further information about the Arts 
Academies, please contact Jeffrey 
Jamner at jjam-
ner@kentuckycenter.org or 502-562-
0703.  

This June, 134 teachers attended Arts 
Academies where they received hands
-on training in two art forms, led by 
master teaching art-
ists.  Arts Academies 
are presented by the 
Kentucky Department 
of Education in part-
nership with The Ken-
tucky Center for the 
Performing Arts.  
Four Academies were 
held in Lawrenceburg 
(music & dance), 
Somerset (visual art & 
drama), Madisonville 
(music & dance), and 
Stanton (visual arts & 
drama).  This year 
there was a special 
emphasis on ways to 
assess the creative 
work of students 
(creating and perform-
ing in the arts), which will help pre-
pare them for the new arts account-
ability process called Program Re-
views. 

Most of the teachers who attended are 
responsible for delivery of instruction 
in at least one art form.  Many are 
asked to teach more than one art form, 
but have formal training in only one 
arts discipline.  The hands-on work-
shops included such activities as West 

African dance based on harvesting 
food, learning to play dulcimers, 
weaving and dyeing baskets, develop-

ing monologues from personal stories, 
and playing percussion instruments 
and composing music in a Gamelon 
ensemble.  Teachers also learned dif-
ferent approaches to formative and 
summative assessment of student 
creative work including Liz Lerman’s 
Critical Review Process. 

Teachers received a stipend to attend, 
as well as two KET Arts Toolkits.  
While most of the Academy was de-

Summer Arts Academies a Success 
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The Market House Theatre, located in 
Paducah in the Jackson Purchase of 
Kentucky, was recently featured as 
the cover story in the National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA) NEA 
Arts quarterly magazine. The article 
may be accessed on line at the NEA 
website. 

The mission of the Market House 
Theatre, a Kentucky Arts Council  

                                                                                             Photo by Robert Duncan 
Kentucky teachers receive instruction in dyeing reeds for basket weaving at the 
Arts Academy held in Stanton from teaching artist Diane Simpson. 

http://www.nea.gov/about/NEARTS/storyNew.php?id=02-making&issue=2010_v1


 

(continued from page 2) 
practicing artists to develop an under-
standing of and utilizing the conven-
tions of formal preparation to create 
artistic products and performances. 
Students must be able to accurately 
and effectively communicate and re-
spond appropriately to individual and 
group critiques of his or her perform-
ances and artworks. To further this 
strategy, a student understands the arts 
discipline-specific vocabularies and is 
able to read, write, and communicate 
in the language of that discipline. As 
the student becomes more proficient in 
responding to the arts by using identi-
fying questions and concepts to guide 
these discussions as well as research 
and investigation, the development of 
his or her artistic products becomes 
more informed and mature.  

In order to refine 
inquiry skills, the 
highly effective 
student uses appro-
priate technology 
to enhance investi-
gations and prob-
lem solving skills 
and to create artis-
tic products. The 
highly effective 
student will soon 
be able to inde-
pendently design 
and conduct prob-
lem solving investigations, formulate 
and revise explanations and artistic 
products, and to analyze alternative 
explanations and models for his or her 
own performances and productions. 
By holding students accountable to 

their own learning through rigorous 
strategies and engaging and meaning-
ful work, students will achieve at high 
levels. 
  
 

Instructional Rigor & Student Engagement 

Core Subject Map Provides Classroom Examples of Integrating the ‘Four 
Cs’  into Arts Courses  
Washington, DC 
The 21st Century Skills Map for the 
Arts demonstrates how the three Rs 
and four Cs (critical thinking and prob-
lem solving, communication, collabo-
ration and creativity and innovation) 
can be fused within arts curriculum. 
 
The map was released at a Capitol Hill 
Briefing by representatives from P21, 
the American Alliance for Theatre & 
Education, the Educational Theatre 
Association, the National Art Educa-
tion Association, MENC: The National 
Association for Music Education, the 
National Dance Association, and the 
National Dance Education Organiza-
tion.  
 
The map provides educator-created 
examples of how art subjects (dance, 
music, theatre, and visual and media 
arts) can be fused with skills to create 
engaging learning experiences that 
promote 21st century knowledge and 
skill acquisition.  

 
In addition to aligning teaching and 
learning to the demands of today’s 
world, the map cites specific student 
outcomes and provides project exam-
ples for grades four, eight and 12.  
 
For example, at the fourth-grade level, 
students could be asked to perform and 
record the same story three times; once 
with words only, once with physical 
movement only, and once with both. 
They then review the different per-
formances and reflect in group discus-
sions and individual writing about how 
the presentations and story changed 
and whether or not one version com-
municated more effectively than an-
other and why. Through this project, 
students engage in a creative assign-
ment that requires them to build a di-
verse set of communication skills. 
 
At the eighth-grade level, students 
could be asked to examine how com-
posers, artists, choreographers, and 

playwrights use the arts to communi-
cate particular ideas, themes, or con-
cepts and to evoke particular emotions 
or feelings. They then would develop 
multimedia presentations illustrating 
how such communication occurs 
through each of the arts disciplines.  
 
In twelfth grade, students could be 
asked to view and discuss single or 
multiple works of art created by them-
selves and their peers. Students would 
be required to use mutually agreed 
upon criteria (elements and principals 
of art and design, subject matter, tech-
nique, style, etc.) to describe, analyze, 
interpret, and make informed judg-
ments about the art works.  
 
The 21st Century Skills Map for the 
Arts is the fifth in a series of core con-
tent maps designed for educators, ad-
ministrators and policy-makers. All of 
the Partnership's resources are freely 
available at www.P21.org. 
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Lexington, KY 
Two hundred twenty-five eager high 
school artists assembled on Sunday, 
June 20th, for the kick-off of the 24th 
annual Governor’s School for the Arts 
program —participating in a three-
week immersion in nine different arts 
disciplines: creative writing, visual art, 
dance, instrumental music, vocal mu-
sic, drama, musical theater, architec-
ture and new media.  

Highlights this year included a resi-
dency with pianist Harry Pickens, a 
visit to The Kentucky Center in Louis-
ville where drama students received a 
workshop from members of the ac-
claimed Second City comedy troupe, 
and a special reception in honor of 
Transylvania President Dr. Charles 
Shearer, who retired at the end of July.  

The program culminated with a Final 
Day Festival on Saturday, July 10, 
where students exhibited and show-
cased their art form. The annual pro-
gram included guest artists from the 
American Musical & Dramatic Acad-
emy, Louisville Ballet, artists who 
have performed with the Metropolitan 
Opera, Chicago Lyric & San Francisco 
Opera and a South by Southwest 

(SXSW) Film Festival 
Prize Winner. The pro-
gram also included a Col-
lege Fair and Community 
Service Day. Click on 
GSA for more informa-
tion and to see daily up-
dates of the summer pro-
gram.   

The GSA is an agency in the Kentucky  
Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet and 
The Kentucky Center. 

Kentucky Governor’s School for the Arts 
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Visiting pianists Jeffrey Jamner and Harry Pickens  present  Riffs & 
Runs: Piano Explorations.  The evening explored classical music and jazz, 
with Pickens and Jamner discussing the importance to see and play music 
in new ways with the GSA participants.  

Visual art student at work, above  

GSA Creative Writing faculty member 
Mitchell Douglas with a young writer, below.  

GSA Photos by Kevin Flores  

http://www.kentuckygsa.org.
http://tourismartsheritage.ky.gov/cabinet/agencies.htm
http://tourismartsheritage.ky.gov/cabinet/agencies.htm
http://www.kentuckycenter.org/


 

KHS Teacher Advisory Committee 
The Kentucky Historical Society is 
forming a Teacher Advisory Commit-
tee to help enhance programming in 
areas of professional development, 
field trips, Kentucky History Day, 
Kentucky Junior Historical Society, 
distance learning, and off-site class-
room-based programs.  Those inter-
ested should contact Mike Deetsch  at 
the Historical Society, 502-564-1792, 
ext. 4425. 
 
HIS Youth Art Competition 
In April 2011, experts from around 
the world will gather in Houston for 
the International Academy of Astro-
nautics Humans in Space Symposium. 
As part of this event, students ages 10
-17 are invited to express their ideas 
about the future of human space ex-
ploration through visual, literary, mu-
sical or digital art. 

Artwork submissions will be judged 
on creativity, skill, and demonstration 
of meaning relevant to expressing 
“What is the future of human space 
exploration, and why is it important?” 
Bonus points will be awarded for art-
work that does not break obvious sci-
entific principles. 

Winning art will be displayed in an 
online gallery, and winners will be 
invited to attend the symposium in 
person. Submissions must be received 
by Sept. 30, 2010. 

For additional information and a com-
plete list of guidelines, visit 
www.humansinspaceart.org. 

Inquiries about this opportunity 
should be directed to 
info@dsls.usra.edu. Please include 
“HIS Youth Art Competition” in the 
subject line. 

Need to Know News 
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 These opportunities are compiled from various resources and are not sponsored by the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education. Please contact the sponsoring agency for more information. 

 Please consider the environment before printing. 

Upcoming Conferences: 
 
Kentucky Art Education Associa-
tion 
October 8th & 9th, 2010 
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY 
http://www.kyaea.org/
Conference.html 

Kentucky Theatre Association 
November 5-7, 2010 
Danville, KY 
http://www.theatreky.org/index.html 

Kentucky Association for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation, 
and Dance 
November 14-16, 2010    
Lexington, KY 
http://www.kahperd.com/
index_main.asp 

Kentucky Music Educators Asso-
ciation 
February 9-12, 2011 
Louisville, KY 
http://www.kmea.org/ 
 
Kentucky Arts Council Teacher 
Initiated Program (TIP) Grant 
Deadline 
October 15, 2010 (for residencies 
during 1/1/11-6/30/11) 
The purpose of the TIP grant is to 
help teachers bring professional artists 
into Kentucky schools for one-, two-, 
three- or four-week residencies to 
demonstrate their art forms and pro-
vide hands-on arts experiences for 
students and teachers. 

http://artscouncil.ky.gov/guide/prog6/
tip_guid.htm 

STATE OFFICES CLOSED DATES 

September 3, 2010 
Furlough day for state employees 

September 6, 2010 
Labor Day Holiday 

OPERA America Announces Over 
$250,000 in Grants to be Awarded 
Through Four Programs  
 
OPERA America, the national service 
organization for opera, announces four 
grant programs to be administered 
through June 2011. Grants totaling more 
than $250,000 will be awarded through 
the following programs: 

• Opera Fund Repertoire Develop-
ment 

• The Robert L.B. Tobin Director-
Designer Showcase 

• The MetLife Foundation Music! 
Words! Opera! Teacher Training Pro-
gram 

• New Works Exploration 

These grant opportunities exemplify 
several of OPERA America’s key ob-
jectives and are made possible through 
the generosity of Opera Fund donors, 
The Tobin Theatre Arts Fund, The An-
drew W. Mellon Foundation and Met-
Life Foundation. 
 
Further information, including guide-
lines and application procedures, is 
available at www.operaamerica.org/
grants.  

Contact 
Questions about arts education in Ken-
tucky? Contact KDE Arts and Humani-
ties Consultant Robert Duncan, 
robert.duncan@education.ky.gov or call 
502-564-2106. 

mailto:mike.deetsch@ky.gov
http://www.kyaea.org/Conference.html
http://www.kahperd.com/index_main.asp
http://artscouncil.ky.gov/guide/prog6/tip_guid.htm
http://ccsso.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3222734d2cafa7abd15e2c1b2&id=186ee3482b&e=5b61d4ce7e


 

 

10 Lessons the Arts Teach 
1. The arts teach children to make good judgments about qualitative relationships.  Unlike 
much of the curriculum in which correct answers and rules prevail, in the arts, it is judgment 
rather than rules that prevail. 
 
2. The arts teach children that problems can have more than one solution and that questions 
can have more than one answer. 
 
3. The arts celebrate multiple perspectives. One of their large lessons is that there are many 
ways to see and interpret the world. 
 
4. The arts teach children that in complex forms of problem solving purposes are seldom 
fixed, but change with circumstance and opportunity. Learning in the arts requires the ability 
and a willingness to surrender to the unanticipated possibilities of the work as it unfolds. 
 
5. The arts make vivid the fact that neither words in their literal form nor numbers exhaust 
what we can know. The limits of our language do not define the limits of our cognition. 
 
6. The arts teach students that small differences can have large effects. The arts traffic in sub-
tleties. 
 
7. The arts teach students to think through and within a material. All art forms employ some 
means through which images become real. 
 
8. The arts help children learn to say what cannot be said. When children are invited to dis-
close what a work of art helps them feel, they must reach into their poetic capacities to find 
the words that will do the job. 
 
9. The arts enable us to have experience we can have from no other source and through such 
experience to discover the range and variety of what we are capable of feeling. 
 
10. The arts' position in the school curriculum symbolizes to the young what adults believe is 
important. 
 

SOURCE: Eisner, E. (2002). The Arts and the Creation of Mind, In Chapter 4, What the Arts Teach and How It Shows. (pp. 70-92). Yale Univer-
sity Press. Available from NAEA Publications.  
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