
 

Arts in Education Week September 12-18, 2010 

 

Arts & Humanities NewsArts & Humanities News  

On July 26, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 

H.Con.Res. 275, legislation designating the second week 

of September as ―Arts in Education Week.‖ The resolu-

tion had 101 cosponsors and was authored by Represen-

tative Jackie Speier (D-CA) with encouragement and 

support of Broadway legend Carol Channing. 

This resolution is the first Congressional expression of 

support celebrating all of the arts education disciplines – 

dance, music, theater and visual arts. This resolution 

comes at a key time when Congress is making plans to 

overhaul federal education policy through the reauthori-

zation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

(ESEA). 

The resolution seeks to support the attributes of arts edu-

cation that are recognized as instrumental to developing a 

well-rounded education, such as creativity, imagination and 

cross-cultural understanding. H.Con.Res. 275 also highlights 

the critical link between those skills and preparing children 

for gaining a competitive edge in the global economy. 

Locally, arts educators should urge mayors and other policy 

makers to declare proclamations how the arts are being cele-

brated in your community. Plan to hang student work and 

hold performances in public places to increase visibility and 

showcase the importance of the arts in children’s education. 

HR275 Arts in Education Week Resolution  

 

website: http://www.aep-

arts.org/

artsineducationweek.html. 

Arts in Education Week  

activities are being col-

lected by the Arts Educa-

tion partnership. Partners’ 

activities are being  posted 

on a ―hub‖ on the AEP 
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 “Work in the arts invites the development of a disposition to tolerate ambiguity, to ex-

plore what is uncertain, to exercise judgment free from the prescriptive rules and proce-

dures.” 

                                                             Elliot W. Eisner, “The Arts and Creation of the Mind” 
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Highly Effective Teaching and Learning: Instructional 

Relevance 
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Effectively incorporating 21st-century 

skills prepares students to become 

more college- and career-ready. Rele-

vant lessons foster divergent thinking, 

creative expression and innovation 

through the artistic products and per-

formances. Students should be encour-

aged to analyze and reflect on their 

work as they develop their artistic 

products and performances individu-

ally and as a group. This practice nur-

tures students’ sense of responsibility 

to others in collaborative artistic pro-

ductions and develops self confidence.  

 

Arts teachers should select and utilize a 

variety of technological resources, spe-

cific to their discipline, to develop rele-

vant lessons. This integrates student 

use of creative technology and soft-

ware to design and produce works of 

art, choreography, set design, musical 

notation and score development. 

Teachers also should help the digital 

citizens to utilize the technology as a 

tool as a means to the end product and 

to participate in the public perform-

ances as laid out previously rather than 

to ―live‖ exclusively in the technologi-

cal and digital world. 

 

As an active member of the learning 

experience, the highly effective student 

poses and responds to meaningful 

questions as well as creates works and 

performances that pose and respond to 

meaningful questions. Due to the na-

ture of the arts, students learn to re-

spond to questions or problems with 

several probable creative solutions and 

to think imaginatively and creatively 

beyond the obvious and can create new 

artistic products and productions. 

 

To this end, students must learn to 

work collaboratively with peers and 

others (a key 21st-century skill) to 

                     (continued on page 3...)                       

The highly effective teacher develops 

the ability to design and teach learn-

ing experiences that are meaningful to 

students and prepare them for their 

futures. For the arts teacher, this en-

tails designing learning opportunities  

for students to participate in perform-

ances and displays that allow for feed-

back from all stakeholders, whether 

they be peers, parents or other com-

munity members. The very nature of 

public performances and displays 

opens the child to critical analysis of 

his or her artworks, and this feedback 

is natural part of learning and improv-

ing. 

 

Several methods may be employed by 

the teacher to link concepts and key 

ideas to students’ prior experiences 

and understandings to make learning 

relevant. The use of  analogies is a 

prime example to relate to the stu-

dents’ life experiences. The arts 

teacher should urge students to create 

artistic products and performances 

that call upon their experiences, inter-

ests and real-life situations. By so do-

ing, the student takes a more sincere 

ownership in the work.  

 

For example, a visual arts teacher 

may want the students to practice 

demonstrating form in objects through 

value. This can be accomplished by 

using simple geometric forms such as 

a sphere or cube. However, a student 

who is interested in mechanics may 

be more engaged by drawing gears or 

a piston.  

 

Further, the highly effective arts 

teacher provides students with authen-

tic performance experiences that in-

clude an established repertoire or 

skills from the specific arts discipline. 

As a natural part of the process, the 

teacher also will provide the group 

and individual students with authentic 

artistic coaching and ongoing critical 

analysis of artworks. Students also 

should be provided with opportunities 

for juried performances and presenta-

tions outside of the school environ-

ment. Kentucky’s professional arts 

education organizations provide a 

multitude of local and state competi-

tions, many of which can lead to na-

tional competitions.   

 

As students mature in age and artistic 

ability, arts lessons should make con-

nections to the community, society 

and current events. By urging students 

to create works and performances that 

comment upon community, society, 

history and current events, the stu-

dents begin to understand and make 

connections to the roles that the arts 

play in society in the expression of 

folk traditions, ceremony, politics and 

more and how they can communicate 

their thoughts through planned per-

formances and displays. Relevant 

teaching of the arts helps students 

draw connections to the uniqueness of 

each person and culture and the com-

monalities all people share through 

the artistic expression of their human-

ity and culture by creating, perform-

ing and responding to their art form. 

 

The highly effective arts teacher also 

serves as a resource for helping other 

teachers support student use of the 

arts as a means of communicating and 

strengthening understandings and 

ideas in other content areas through 

artistic products and performances. 

When students make meaningful con-

nections between content areas, they 

understand that learning does not ex-

ist in a silo from one subject to the 

next, but that all content is related. 

Arts teachers should further provide 

meaningful feedback to students for 

products and performances created for 

other content areas. 



 

(...continued from page 2) 

address aesthetic challenges and to 

produce artistic performances or prod-

ucts that are complex and authentic 

problems that require innovative ap-

proaches to solve. By working collabo-

ratively, students develop an under-

standing of the interdependency of 

each member of a group to the quality 

of products or performances, under-

stand the importance of individual role 

and responsibility in the development 

of artistic products and performances, 

and understand the importance of lis-

tening to and valuing the ideas of oth-

ers as they contribute to the artistic 

development of the product 

or performance.  

 

Students should also learn 

21st-century communication 

skills through relevant les-

sons. The student expres-

sively communicates knowl-

edge and understanding of 

real-world situations 

through a variety of per-

formances and art works and 

can make inferences, draw 

meaning and be able to com-

municate that meaning through verbal 

or written response to works of art and 

performances. The student also devel-

ops the skill to communicate knowl-

edge and understanding of the different 

purposes of the arts, throughout history 

and current times, through creating, 

performing and responding to the arts.  

 

Highly effective students use accepted 

forms and processes to analyze and 

interpret works and performances of 

their own, their peers and arts profes-

sionals and can communicate this 

through a variety of means. 

 

Teachers and students must work col-

laboratively to build the culture of a 

highly effective classroom.  

 

For more on HETL, visit the KDE 

website. 

HETL: Instructional Relevance 

Funding Opportunities in the Arts 

Applications are now being accepted 

for VSA Kentucky’s Arts Inclusion 

Program. This is a funding opportunity 

for classroom teachers (academic, spe-

cial education, arts/humanities teach-

ers) and teaching artists to collaborate, 

plan and implement a fully inclusion-

ary, hands-on project in any, or a com-

bination of, the arts areas: Music; 

Drama; Dance; Creative Writing; Vis-

ual Arts; and Storytelling. Twenty-five 

to thirty $1200 awards will be given 

statewide to school sites selected from 

these applications for arts projects that 

are experiential and including children 

of all abilities. 

You can obtain the Arts Inclusion Ap-

plication and Guidelines by going to 

www.vsartsky.org and filling out your 

application electronically.  

The Arts Inclusion program is VSA 

Kentucky’s largest program. It was 

designed by VSA Kentucky (in part-

nership with the Kentucky Dept. of 

Education) to provide 

experiences in the 

arts for children of all 

abilities. Any project 

idea that provides 

hands-on, enriching 

experiences in an art 

form(s) with students 

in inclusionary 

groups (with and 

without disabilities) 

will be considered 

and reviewed.  

This award is also a 

way that you can 

bring arts specialists (teaching artists 

who are trained in adaptive strategies 

in their arts disciplines) into your 

school to work with students.  Included 

on the website is a Roster of Artists 

approved by VSA Kentucky for their 

professionalism and ability to adapt 

their art forms and instruction for chil-

dren with disabilities.  

The VSA Kentucky mission: Creating 

a society where people with disabilities 

can learn through, participate in, and 

enjoy the arts. 

Applications must be postmarked no 

later than October 25. If you have any 

questions, please call the VSA Ken-

tucky Program Director, Mary Claire 

O’Neal, in Frankfort at (502) 564-

3775. 
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Residency Follow-Up Activities  

sharing elements of classical sym-

phonic music with the region, while at 

the same time giving the region a mu-

sical voice in the nation's center for 

the performing arts through ex-

changes, training programs and com-

missions.  

 

Because of the generous support of 

many organizations — principally the 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-

forming Arts and the U.S. Department 

of Education — all proceeds from any 

ticket sales resulting from these 

events remain in Kentucky to support 

local arts organizations.  

 

The Kentucky Arts Council, the state 

arts agency, is host to the National 

Symphony Orchestra American Resi-

dencies program for 2011. Coordina-

tion of these activities creates oppor-

tunities for Kentuckians to value, par-

ticipate in and benefit from the arts. 

Kentucky Arts Council funding is 

provided by the Kentucky General 

Assembly and the National Endow-

ment for the Arts. 

Kentucky will host the National Sym-

phony Orchestra's 2011 Residency 

Feb. 17 – 25, 2011. During the visit, 

the orchestra will perform major con-

certs in Louisville, Florence, Owens-

boro, Paducah, Lexington and Somer-

set. As part of the residency, members 

of the orchestra also will participate in 

more than 100 educational, outreach 

and performance activities throughout 

the Commonwealth.  

 

"It is a great honor for Kentucky to 

host the National Symphony Orches-

tra's residency," said First Lady Jane 

Beshear. "This will provide a wonder-

ful opportunity for Kentuckians of all 

ages to experience the richness of or-

chestral music and to interact with 

some of the nation's most talented 

musicians." 

 

A wide variety of community groups, 

including arts organizations, civic 

groups, churches, senior citizen 

homes, businesses, schools, colleges 

and universities, are eligible to apply 

for National Symphony Orchestra 

Residency activities. The activities 

offered include chamber music per-

formances, in-school ensembles, sec-

tionals coaching, clinics, master 

classes, pre-concert events, work-

shops for teachers, method work-

shops, artistic exchanges, arts educa-

tion advocacy training, speakers bu-

reau and roundtables for arts profes-

sionals. Members of the orchestra are 

also open to other ideas suggested by 

applicants.  

 

The Kentucky Arts Council is accept-

ing applications for residency activi-

ties on behalf of the National Sym-

phony Orchestra until Sept. 10, 2010. 

Detailed information and applications 

are available at http://

artscouncil.ky.gov/NSO/NSO.htm. 

 

The National Symphony Orchestra 

American Residencies is a unique 

national initiative encompassing the 

elements of education, outreach, 

chamber and orchestral performances. 

Residencies also provide interaction 

with many of the state's fine artists, 

National Symphony Orchestra American Residencies Program Offers 

Activities in Kentucky Communities and Schools 
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The National Symphony Orchestra will 

continue its relationship with Kentucky 

long after the National Symphony has 

left the state.   

 

Summer Music Institute. Since 1992, 

the Kennedy Center/NSO National 

Trustees’ Summer Music Institute – a 

training program for young orchestral 

musicians (ages 14-21) from across the 

country – has welcomed students an-

nually for four weeks of study, re-

hearsal and coaching sessions. As part 

of the American Residency, up to six 

students from Kentucky will be chosen 

to receive scholarships to the 2011 

Summer Music Institute. Students are 

selected by taped audition. 

 
Teacher Fellowship. One Kentucky 

music teacher will be selected for an 

individually designed program to fur-

ther the teacher’s professional develop-

ment.  The program will take place in 

Washington, D.C., under the auspices 

of the National Symphony Orchestra 

and the Kennedy Center. 
 
Chamber Music Commission. A com-

poser from Kentucky will be selected 

to create a chamber music work to be 

premiered at the Kennedy Center. 

 

For more information, contact: 

National Symphony Orchestra 

Patricia O’Kelly, (202) 416-8443, 

pjokelly@kennedy-center.org or Emily 

Krahn, (202) 416-8447, er-

krahn@kennedy-center.org 

 

Kentucky Arts Council:  

Ed Lawrence, (502) 564-3757,x 473, 

ed.lawrence@ky.gov 

http://artscouncil.ky.gov/
http://artscouncil.ky.gov/NSO/NSO.htm
http://artscouncil.ky.gov/NSO/NSO.htm
http://www.kennedy-center.org/nso/
mailto:pjokelly@kennedy-center.org
mailto:erkrahn@kennedy-center.org
mailto:erkrahn@kennedy-center.org
http://www.kennedy-center.org/nso/community/kentucky_11.cfm


 

Governor Beshear to Recognize Long Time Music Teacher 

arts-specific technology, 

and effectiveness in the 

application of skills, proc-

esses and content in the 

visual and performing arts.  

Standard 4, Administra-

tive Monitoring and Sup-

port, also features four 

demonstrators.  

 

1. Leadership has developed and sus-

tained a shared vision of a quality 

arts education. 

2. The SBDM utilizes the findings of 

the program review to plan for and 

adjust staffing, course offerings, and 

scheduling of the arts within the 

school. 

3. School leadership and staff make 

efficient use of instructional time to 

maximize student learning in the arts. 

4. The school provides and maintains 

appropriate facilities and utilizes all 

available resources to support high 

student and staff performance in the 

arts.  

 

All schools are urged to complete a ―dry 

run‖ this school year prior to the reviews 

coming into accountability in the 2011-12 

school year. The accountability model is 

still under development by KDE.  

The Arts and Humanities Program Re-

view underwent revisions during the sum-

mer. Utilizing the feedback garnered from 

the pilot schools and the public survey, 

the working group made the review docu-

ment more concise and understandable.   

 

Standard 1, Curriculum and Instruc-

tion, now features four Demonstrators. 

The demonstrators emphasize: 

 

1. All students have access to a rigor-

ous arts curriculum that is aligned to 

local, state and national standards in 

the arts. 

2. The school provides access to a 

rigorous arts curriculum that is 

aligned to local, state and national 

standards in the arts. 

3. There is evidence that effective 

and varied instructional strategies are 

used in all arts classrooms. 

4. Students are actively engaged in 

creating, performing and responding 

in the arts.  

 

Standard 2, Formative and Summative 

Assessment, also contains four Demon-

strators.  

 

1. Students’ arts assessment is based 

on clearly-defined standards that 

identify the skills and knowledge 

expected of stu-

dents in each art 

form and for each 

arts course. 

2. Achievement 

levels for 

―Creating, Per-

forming and Re-

sponding‖ in each 

art form are clearly 

communicated to 

the students and 

can be clearly observed in the stu-

dents’ work. 

3. Teachers use a variety of pre-

assessments, formative assessments, 

and summative assessments to pro-

vide meaningful feedback on student 

learning and to inform instructional 

decisions. 

4. Arts assessment data is maintained 

by the district, school, and teacher; 

and is utilized to improve instruction, 

inform program decisions, and com-

municate to families regarding stu-

dent progress.  

 

Standard 3, Professional Development, 

is now comprised of one demonstrator:  

Professional development in dance, 

drama, music and visual arts supports 

improved instructional practices, 

innovative ways of teaching, use of 

Program Review Revisions Available on the KDE Website 
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Recently, the Kentucky Arts Council 

announced the 2010 recipients of the 

Governor's Awards in the Arts, the 

Commonwealth’s highest honor in the 

arts. The recipients will be honored by 

Gov. Steve Beshear at a public cere-

mony and celebration in October at the 

Capitol Rotunda in Frankfort. 

 

"I am pleased to recognize this group 

of organizations and citizens who be-

lieve in the power of the arts," said 

Gov. Beshear. "Their contributions 

have been generous and their achieve-

ments extraordinary."  

The Governor’s Awards in the Arts are 

presented in nine different categories. 

The Education Award for significant 

contributions to the arts in education is 

awarded to a Kentucky individual, 

school, school district or organization.  

Melanie Wood of Louisville will be so 

honored this year. A band and choral 

director in Kentucky public schools for 

34 years, Wood was the first woman to 

serve as a high school band director in 

the state. She has been responsible for 

curriculum development, instruction, 

assessment and professional develop-

ment for 167 teachers and numerous 

students in 133 schools. Wood has re-

ceived prestigious awards, including a 

life membership in the Parent Teacher 

Association for community involve-

ment, the Kentucky Music Educators 

Teacher of the Year award and the 

Kentucky Music Educators Associa-

tion (KMEA) Award for Distinguished 

Service. Since her retirement, Wood 

has served as the president of the Jef-

ferson County Music Teachers Asso-

ciation, president of KMEA, commit-

tee chair and president of the Jefferson 

County and Kentucky Retired Teach-

ers Associations and founder and di-

rector of The Master’s Men, a 100-

member choir at Southeast Christian 

Church in Louisville.  



 

Need to Know News 

Page 6 

 These opportunities are compiled from various resources and are not necessarily sponsored by the Ken-

tucky Department of Education. Please contact the sponsoring agency for more information. 

 Please consider the environment before printing. 

Upcoming Conferences: 

Kentucky Art Education Associa-

tion 

October 8 & 9, 2010 

Western Kentucky University 

Bowling Green KY 

http://www.kyaea.org/

Conference.html 

Kentucky Theatre Association 

November 5-7, 2010 

Danville KY 

http://www.theatreky.org/index.html 

Kentucky Association for Health, 

Physical Education, Recreation, 

and Dance 

November 14-16, 2010 

Lexington KY 

http://www.kahperd.com/

index_main.asp 

Kentucky Music Educators Asso-

ciation 

February 9-12, 2011 

Louisville, KY 

http://www.kmea.org/ 

 

Kentucky Arts Council 

Teacher Initiated Program 

(TIP) Grant Deadline 

October 15, 2010 (for residencies 

during 1/1/11-6/30/11) 

The purpose of the TIP grant is to 

help teachers bring professional artists 

into Kentucky schools for one-, two-, 

three- or four-week residencies to 

demonstrate their art forms and pro-

vide hands-on arts experiences for 

students and teachers. 

http://artscouncil.ky.gov/guide/prog6/

tip_guid.htm 
 

Contact 

Questions about arts education in Ken-

tucky? E-mail KDE Arts and Humani-

ties Consultant Robert Duncan, 

robert.duncan@education.ky.gov or call 

(502) 564-2106. 

2010-11 Assessment 

Dates 
FALL TESTING: September 13 - 24, 

2010 EXPLORE, PLAN and 12th-grade 

on-demand writing tests 

SPRING TESTING: April 18 - 29, 2011 

KCCT - Grades 3-8, 10 & 11 

ACT TESTING SCHEDULE:  

March 15, 2011 - ACT Administration 

March 29, 2011 - ACT Administration 

Make-up Day 

March 15 - 29, 2011 - ACT Administra-

tion window for students with accommo-

dations 

NRT: 

April 11 - 15, 2011 

      OR 

May 2 - 6, 2011 

District decision to administer the NRT one 

week prior or following the KCCT Spring 

Testing window. Additional information will 

be sent to the district regarding the admini-

stration. The NRT provided will be the Iowa 

Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) from Riverside 

Publishing. 

African Art Institute for 

Teachers 

Program Dates: 
June 19-27, 2011, at Northern Kentucky 

University, Highland Heights KY 

OR 
July 10-17, 2011, at Hutchinson Com-

munity College, Hutchinson KS 

Registration: $200, due October 15, 

2010 

Applications: Applications will be 

available on the website in June. 

For further information: 
At NKU: MaryCarol Hopkins at hop-

kins@nku.edu 

At HCC: Teresa Preston at 

prestonte@hutchcc.edu 

On professional development for educa-

tors: Lisa Jameson at 

jamesonL@nku.edu 

On-line Arts PD Available 

Two high-quality, standards-based, fa-

cilitated, 

media-

rich and 

interac-

tive 

online 

profes-

sional 

development courses in the arts are 

available for the fall term. Both grant 

PD and EILA credit hours for success-

ful completion. The cost per course is 

$25. Registration is open now and 

closes September 10. Courses begin 

September 22 and end November 20. 

Connecting Cultures: Teaching Social 

Studies with KET Arts Toolkit offers 24 

hours; Arts Smart offers 12 hours. Spe-

cific course information and the online 

registration link can be found here. 

Kentucky Chautauqua  

The Kentucky Humanities Council 

(KHC) serves educators throughout 

the Commonwealth to provide stu-

dents with learning experiences. Ken-

tucky Chautauqua impacts the class-

room Kentucky with interactive pres-

entations without the costs of off‐site 

fieldtrips. For more information, con-

tact the KHC at 

www.kyhumanities.org.   

http://www.kyaea.org/Conference.html
http://www.kyaea.org/Conference.html
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http://artscouncil.ky.gov/guide/prog6/tip_guid.htm
http://artscouncil.ky.gov/guide/prog6/tip_guid.htm
http://www.kyaea.org/Conference.html
mailto:hopkins@nku.edu
mailto:hopkins@nku.edu
mailto:prestonte@hutchcc.edu
mailto:jamesonl@nku.edu
http://www.kyvs.org/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab_tab_group_id=_28_1
http://www.kyhumanities.org.

