Sample Elementary- Intermediate Grades LDC Skill Ladder Grades 4 and 5 

	Skill
	Definition

	Skills Cluster 1: Preparing for the Task 

	1. Bridging Conversation
	Ability to connect the task and new content to existing knowledge, skills, experiences, interests, and concerns.

	2. Task Analysis
	Ability to understand and explain the task’s prompt and rubric.  


	3. Project Planning
	Ability to plan so that the task is accomplished on time.   


	Skills Cluster 2: Reading Process

	1. Readying for Reading and Citing Reference Source
	Ability to ready for reading by preparing a note-taking format and reviewing citing the reference source.  

	2. Close Active Reading, Essential Vocabulary  and Note Taking 1
	Ability to read purposefully, select, and record relevant factual information and cite reference source.  

	3. Close Active Reading, Essential Vocabulary and Note Taking 2
	Ability to read purposefully, select, summarize and/or paraphrase and record relevant information and cite reference source.  

	4. Close Active Reading, Essential Vocabulary and Note Taking 3
	Ability to read purposefully, select, summarize and/or paraphrase avoiding plagiarism and record textual evidence and cite reference source.  

	Skills Cluster 3: Transition to Writing

	1. Readying as a Writer
	Ability to understand the descriptive text structure and informational/explanatory writing.  


	2. Bridging Conversation to Writing
	Ability to transition from reading to writing phase.  


	Skills Cluster 4: Writing Process

	1. Planning
	Ability to develop a logical line of thought and text structure appropriate and relevant to completing an informational/explanatory writing.  (i.e. Determining Controlling Idea, Organizing Information, Determining Subtopics, Determining Details for Each Subtopic, Determining Logical Order of Subtopics and Ordering Details in Subtopics)  

	2. Development 1
	Ability to write a focus/thesis statement and initial draft of an opening paragraph relevant to completing an informational/explanatory writing.  (i.e. Creating a Hook/Engaging Introductory Paragraph)

	3. Development 2
	Ability to construct an initial draft of the body paragraphs with an emerging line of thought and structure relevant to completing an informational/explanatory writing. (i.e. Topic Sentence, Details, Transitional Words, Concluding Statement)

	4. Development 3
	Ability to construct an initial draft of a closing paragraph relevant to completing an informational/explanatory writing.

	5. Development 4
	Ability to create visual features of Informational Writing  (i.e. Title, Subtitles, Illustrations, Photographs, Captions, Labeled Diagrams, Maps, Charts)  

	6. Revision
	Ability to apply revision strategies to refine development of informational/explanatory writing, including line of thought, language usage, and tone as appropriate to audience and purpose.

	7. Editing
	Ability to apply editing strategies and presentation applications.
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