What is a great teaching task? 
A great teaching task requires teachers to bring their deep knowledge of content to bear as well as their understanding of what is pedagogically sound literacy practice. Students must put in the effort to do more than ―just recall or ―just write. They must think, applying language and structures to convey their thinking. It’s prudent for practitioners to do a task themselves before teaching it in order to experience firsthand what students are asked to do and to make any changes on areas that are not clear or explicit. A quality LDC task should: 

· Follow the LDC requirements for building a teaching task and use the levels in an intentional way. 

· Be strategic in its demands between reading and writing. 

· Intentionally moderate the interplay between more or less difficult texts and writing demands to create tasks that build student capacity to manage increasingly difficult tasks. 

· Ask questions or poses intellectual challenges that ―ratchet up‖ students’ thinking and literacy practices while making the task doable with instructional supports. 

· Engage students in a key idea or content rather than focus on coverage so that students engage deeply in the thinking and literacy practices necessary to manage the demands in the teaching tasks. 

· Be specific and accurate in posing content (concept, information, topic, or issue). 

· Be relevant to the curriculum, purposeful and clearly related to coursework. 

· Be taught and completed by students over a specific time, such as 2-4 weeks. 

Tasks created from the template task collection transforms Common Core Standards into practice, creating an instructional environment in which students acquire literacy skills and produce evidence of that learning. But tasks are only the beginning. They must be taught.
