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PERSONAL NARRATIVE

BEGINNING WRITING

[ AUDIENCE/PURPOSE.

* may use scribbles, letter-like
marks, ietter reversals, and/or
strings of random letters

| ® chooses toplcs frorn psrsonal '} * chooses toplce from personal
| experiences experiences
} ® engages in the act of'wming * begins to focus on a topic
without specific attention to. 1
| meaning
: * experiments with marks on a page _ s ;
IDEA DEVELOPMENT/ * uses drawings, symbols, letter-like | * begins to support ideas with
SUPPORT marks to represent words -} drawings, symbols, one or two letters
T L - to represent aword
ORGANIZATION "» shows some evidence of ' demonstrates directionality
d:rcctionahty (top to bm:tom left to § * attempts 1o dcmons’cmtc a story
g ) : fine
SENTENCES -* may use some letters, ﬁnngs of # uses letters, strings of random
random letters, andlar afewwords | letters, and/or a few words to
to resemble a sentence _resemble a sentence
LANGUAGE * labels pictures or produces simple | o begins to write in firet person
; text using symbols or lexter-like - * uses word ammpts or worde to
marks describe drawings
" » uses a few sight words, especially
thosc with partucular mcaning tothe
CORRECTNESS . * lacks spacing | ¢ uses some spacing between words

* uses one or two letters to represent |-
a word; uses other Inventions or
approximations to represent words

» begins a sentence (copied or

dictated) with a capital letter

* ends a sentence (copied or dictated)
with punctuation

* begins to show sound/letter

correspondence




~ |NEXT LESSONS: S
: *. adding details to drawing
¢ using letter-like marks

._3
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NEXT LESSONS: .
| * using correct letter formation
* exploring how print looks
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T NEXT LESSONS: , B T '
+ writing sentences
 * developing a sight vocabulary
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NEXT LESSONS:

* recognizing sound/letter
correspondence

* building sight vocabulary
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PERSONAL NARRATIVE

* uses sight words as well as
[nventions and approximations
* begins sentence with capital

letter

¢ uses end punctuation
* shows sound/letter
correspondence

DEVELOPING WRITING
AUDIENCE/PURPOSE | » chooses Topice from personal | » beging 1o show awareness of reader's needs
experiences . * chooses topics from personal experiences
* begins to focus on one event * RArTows topic Lo the importance of one event
* begins to express own feelings | in the writer's Jife
* begins to show some evidence of | » focuses on the purpose of relating the
individual voice S importance of one event in the life of the writer
* begins to use titles ¢ expresses own thoughts and feelings
: - L * uses individual voice and/or appropriate tone
: : - o * uses title .
IDEA DEVELOPMENT] [ & supports ideas with pictures, | » supports ideas with one or two relevant,
| SUPPORT ' simple phrases, one or two details - specific detalls - o
: . : L : * uses some description of emotions, thoughts,
and insights ‘
® uses some sensory detail and imagery
- . L S > attempts to use dialogue when appropriate ‘
ORGANIZATION * demonstrates directionality * demonstrates legical order ]
-* demonistrates some logical * attempts to develop an engaging lead
order L ¢ attempts to develop an effective conclusion
* demonstrates a stary line * begins to use paragraphs S
‘*writes a beginning (lead), middle | begins to use transitions
_ (body), end (conclusion) o T
L * borrows structure from models
SENTENCES * Writes some simple sentences * writes complete sentences
‘ L * begins to use some variety in sentence
structure/length :
LANGUAGE - * writes in first person _ ® writes in first person
' ' * begins to use some descriptive. | » uses some descriptive and figurative language
language . B T e demonstrates frequent, correct word usage
* shows some evidence of correct . | (e.g. subjectiverb agreement, correct use of “I°
word usage (e.g., subjectiverd and "me™} S
agreement, correct Use of " and | o uses a variety of words
"me”) '
* begins 1o use a variety of words
CORRECTNESS ¢ uses spacing between words | * uses more correct spelling, less invention and

approximation
® Uses more correct capitalization
* uses more correct end punctuation

10




DEVELOPING : PERSONAL, NARRATIVE

NEXTLESSONS:
¢ supporting ideas with details
¢ developing a story line

11




NEXT LESSONS: _
¢ adding details
* writing simple sentences

12
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ELOPING - PERSONAL
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NEXT LESSONS:
* using descriptive language '
* writing effective conclusions

16




NEXT LESSONS:
-~ * narrowing topics
* focusing on a purpose

17




DEVELOPING - PERSONAL N TIVE
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NEXT LESSONS:
* developing details
» focusing on the mgmﬁcance of
the event

18




PERSONAL NARRATIVE

' COMPETENT (end of P4) WRITING

AUDIENCE/PURFPOSE

¢ shows awareness of reader’s needs

» chooses topice from personal experiences
* narrows topic to the importance of one event in the
writer's life

» focuses on the purpose of relating tho importance of one

* | eventin the writer's life

axprasacs own thoughts and feclings

e uses individual voice and/or appropriate tone

* creates a title that captures the essence oft.hc plece and -
creates reader Interest

IDEA DEYELOPMENT/
SUPPORT o

.® supports ideas with two or three relevant, speciic dcta:ls
* describes emetions, thoughts, and insights

* uses sensory details and imagery
-* uses dialogue when appropriate

TORGANIZATION

» places ideas and details in mcanmgful order
* writes an engaging lead

. ® writes an effective conclusion

¢ uses paragraphs -

* uges gome Transition words and phrases :

[ BENTENCES

T e writes complete sentences

* uses a vancwof sentence structures/ lcngths

TANGUAGE

* writes in first person
* chooses language appropriate far the aud mncc.-'purposs
* uses descriptive and figurative !anguagc
- ® makes few errors In usage S
¢ uses a variety of words effectively

CORRECTNESE

- | * makes few errors in speliing

* makes few errors in capitaiization
* makes few errors in punctuation
» makes few errors In correctness that do not lnt.crfcrs with

the mcaning

19
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COMPETENT (P4) . SONAL NARRATIVE
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-} NEXTLESSONS:
- ® ‘using dialogue-
* using correct sentence
structure




MPETENT (P4) - PERSONAL. NARRATIVE

25
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NEXT LESSONS: -
- * writing engaging leads
* using descriptive language

27




PERSONAL NARRATIVE
GRADES 4 - 8 '

The writer of a proficient personal narrative demonstrates most or al} of
the following skills:

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

- & focuses on the purpose of relating the significance of one event in the life of the

writer.
communicates the significance of the event to the reader
narrows topie :

uses an individual voice _

creates a title which captures the essence of the piece and creates reader
interest : '

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT ‘

develops ideas by using relevant supporting details from life experiences
describes emotions, thoughts, and actions to relate the event

develops the peoplein the narrative '
_develops the action of the narrative

uses dialogue effectively '

describes setting

uses sensory detaiis

ORGANIZATION _
* writes an engaging lead _
~® places ideas and details in meaningfui order
-
.
L
-

TR EEEE

organizes the narrative into paragraphs
uses transitions between ideas '
maintains coherence and unity

concludes the narrative effectively

SENTENCES |
+ writes complete and varied sentences

- LANGUAGE '
chooses language appropriate to the audience and purpose
writes in first person
uses descriptive language -
-maintains consistent verb tense
makes subjects and verbs agree
employs correct usage

CORRECTNESS : S

spells correctly ' .

uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes

capitalizes correcily .

makes few errors in correctness which do not interfere with the meaning of the
piece - ‘ :

As students move from grade to grade, they demonstrate growth
in the control and complexity with which they use these skills.

28
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NEXT LESSONS L
L * expanding the chmact:c
Bcene .
* using strong verbs

32




GRADE 5. ONAT, NARRATIVE

Monnaws topic;
: . how on one
A KNOCK AT THE FNOX - ° Plasy on words crs

o &ﬂwﬁﬂfﬁ Hils.
WAKS) vo st pareon o - Ng :
Wses chamologleat eidon,

"Hey guys... are you ready to see some authent;c var | Mw

Victoer vcrked in the Navy and he wanted to show Ryan and Lszd~ wt‘a‘
‘'me some army tanks! ' ~ ﬂ.!_‘kml anwds ‘o Conchasion,,
M”ﬁm CAs wve were walking through the muse@ ve saw this old.-
= beat up tank. (It locked iike "Rocky~ after a bad@ Wedm we.

e
stopped to ask{somebody) that worked at Fort Kmox if they had
any tanks thi y?*\: could climb on.

+fans : "
: eplied, *Yes, we do. They're right outside those
- dgors," as he pointed to a pair of steel doors, "But vhatever
you 4o, DON'T HIT YOUR HEAD ON THE TANKS!™ Joreahadows

"I was so happy I spnnted over to the doeors like a ad :

E ( tarving lion after its fallen prevy) It was ahot

day and the™ grass ‘was scorched” ' We headed to the first
tank.

Victor sa1d. *I want a p:cture of you and Rya.n on the
- front of the tank.* Ryan. climbed up to the front of the tank
-d..eamgfﬁue as @@dept as a mountain goat up a rocky e1iff:) I scrambled

€ onto the back of the tank and raised up very(@bruptly)and to !
ny surprise there was an ovarhang of metal. "Owl!™ T 3"’

——— ‘b
"Hhat in the world did I hit?* ‘ mpount

s o Mnndﬁf&
victcr came(rushmj Jover to see what was the matter. He B

_AM\'fMu:e. found meo\rer with my hand to my head, and hloed wvas

U”U:e*a’ hetveen my fingers. Vietor £ipped)his shirt off and Sen

wrapped it around my heaﬂ. _ Then he picked me up and rushed verb
me to his truck.

As Victor sat me dov:i on the seat, I felt 1ike I was
going to -pass out. My head was spinning, end my arms and .bemﬂ'ug'
legs felt like rubber. As if he didn't knowv I felt had

. enough already, he announced, "We've got to take you te the
emergency room.” '

I shouted, "EMERGENCY ROOM1721 1 Uaess diad par

. ard. kit
He calm.ly answered, "Yes."™ 4o Aeslehoe
ALeRe) fon | | Cha
wndividel '
Voree- :

- 33




I was ready to cry, but crying would only make matters tonnactsie

vorse. Victor knev how upset I was, so he sStarted cracking Conciusion.
jokxes 1like, % think I see your b}:azns about to fall out.=
M{.,-m " { When we arrived at the emergency room,) Victor quickly
o told the nurse, "This boy cracked ‘his head open"’ They led

Pwnc}udm us to a room, where my mom joined us. The nurse had my mom

ard adl - paia numbmg medicine on my- head, beczuse they decided that I
& indicate ‘ o

wﬂk&-‘ ‘Lwould have to get.....STITCﬁESnn My(knees were shaki@,amfﬁ?&
‘Hhe iclea ¥hen they finished the last .stitch. I vas relieved to be
J‘H"-ﬁw done vith this awful prooedute‘ '

?J,“ ATy {Twe weeks later) we vent over to Victor's house to eat -

dinner.’ After e were ’inished eating Victor went upstairs
' and brought dcnm a 11tt1e box.

Re gave it to me and I- opened
it. It vas my grandpa's *Red Badge Cf Courage,"that he conw;gm
received from the Navy. Grandpa passed it down to Victor, mésc

cau:c.
and Victor passed it down to me. Victor told me he wanted me 2
to have it for being so brave and net cry:ng when I hit my

head. I was so proud and honored to re:eive my grandpa's
medal. I feit like I was gl.osring in the spotlightl aluuif*!"&

. "z“"?""jc
M Ueage

NEXT. LESSON S:
¢ using an mterlor monologue
to convey the writer’s
thoughts .
e consistent, correct use of
~commas in compound and -
complex sentences




GRA."DE 5 - PERSONAT, NARRATIVE

‘ Tarsws dopic;
s in i pess %Wma R T
e ba*“* iden | et
"And in lane #4 Tege ONe’s,  Jane Toe ! - The omepeing

Vonied,

daserigtive

announcer exclaimed over the intercom, which was way too close

to the pool, _and I thought was going to fall in!, 1 was at

South Central (a regional competition). I stepped onto the

'first step of the swimming hl_ock and felt (@ huge drop of sweat Sm‘ I'l'z

@rip off my nose} I(Fosed,) as if I had/bulging muscles)) to

tu::n the ever 1asting stares. intc 1aughs.. The "crbwd aid as I
wished and burst out into a(@iilion chuckles.) I let out a sigh

of relief andover at my_to see her reaction to

my pose.. -
Tas standing as close az she could get to the pool,

almost on top of the gate. She gave me an smile that
seemed to say "just do .your best." wnm,e.ts‘lo&iru:f-'m; .

In lane six the last name was ‘being announced, and then

the (ﬂm got_a serious look on his face. .-
oW
"swimmers step onto the block!™ int__i_ng ‘at

,the swimmers {including me). I Eelt like diving in right then,
I was so excited, and hot! ("Take your marks,
announcer. M\"‘W

touch my orange toe nails as the (wings of the -

echoed the

Shery

Vabgs

butterflies in my stomac:h got larger and larger) until I felt

like I was going to pop.

mthe buzz'etih'forming the swimmers to

dive in. Along with the other swimmers, I(Bov®in. My
fingertips reached .thewater and I heard a million
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screams, the representatives of their teams .on. The A
rest of my body hit the Pool water, immediately my arms began W;

¢ strckin§)and ny legs began.Out of the corner of my *

eye, I noticed two girls shead of me. I tried a 1ittle harder "B‘H’\ﬂ- '
r\ma!m..

to go faster. I tried so hard I'began to cry under the water.

plunged)off the concrete wall to start my second

length. Now I saw three.girls in front. I knew I couldn't push

myself any harder and seemed to slow down a bit. 'rhe vells got

louder and(Bultiplied) the closer I got to- the.\.hms,_h,“
: Imy @‘fsin-like hands)on the(black touch pad,)and

. attempted to stand up hut was too weak. The timer pulled me

out of the water and told me that had done well. B

N
I found out later that(_— I had gotten fourth place,) Even

though I didn't get first place, and had worked really hard amdh; .
gone my best, I was very proud of my new medal end especially N_Hm

i,

me! Pushing yourself ‘to the limit nakes your heax-t feel

towce
-happier than getting the “top medal. Doing your best 1s one of ob‘-&a
the most wonderful feelings in the world! : '

She wnitir, Praunsiions |
Trey o o S

NEXT LLESSON:

* varying sentence beginnings
- (See overuse of “I” to begin

sentences on second page.)
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FaUN

pincer,

i . . GRADE 6 - PERSONAL NARRATIVE
AU fatia) i éwﬂ’

__&_QM m m.:mu.dmt

. Nanded.

Senkemee.

A huge "fad" in my nelghborhood last year was wn?

jumplnq on thz.s kid’s trampollne.. It was very fun.

, e pades)
The kid who owned th:.s Utramph (the now common name M:ﬁ need
for trampoline) was kind of a “geek™ because he was Wﬁhed

unathletic. But once he got this tramp, many of the
very popular kids in the neighberhood began to flock """E. iphive

to the kid’'s house to jump, for they were allowed."
. : ®

I, being one of the popular kids in the neighborhood, Conjlick

felt more and more pressure put on me to hop on and bca;._mn{

have some fun. But one imovable pothole lied in my

d.enm‘pﬁlf&
road to trampoline fun and games this summer. .My J-‘Mg'-l‘jf—

gt

brother and I. You see she works at Ch:.ldren s Aeta L-‘

She’'s very overprotectant to my

Yes, my

Side

mpthon’s
Hospital. There have been many days when she s cone 'b('
home talk.mg about kids she sees at work who have “'}!

' fallen off tramps, or bikes and have been paralized

terrxbly .

/1 /701 (S0 onhe day when she was in a w ha and
M i y ery happy M‘:’) )
o loving mood,) (1A been waiting for one of these days Wite

to ask her ;ll of my questions which involved “pretty
pleage?™) I w#lked up to her, and speak—ihg in my
nicest vo;i.ce asked, "Hey, Hoﬁ could I by any chance
jump on the tramp with the other kids?" so it

began.{a long lecture) For over 15 minutes she

- p;'-w.
explained to mybo&y mGartbreakmg ) Lanalidige
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detail, why I could not. After tossing in a few @hat

- - - Cocar o VE
if’s, but’s and please's)my {@efeated plea)ended. d@ ?"l_jﬂ‘—'

%! tve . How could I possibly tell my friends this? oOr
e would I? So now I would be the odd man out. So much
4mi L . Coriiracea

/rﬂ—mfﬂjut for my popularity! -

pe¥ forth Lo Lol
M,t,m (One lonely day after school 1)1 decided to ride '

ny bike down to the tramp to see if my friends were

down there. "Sure enough there they were, jumping and
having so much fun. as I stood by the side of the‘

tramp we talked about our day. After a d ::Z

while, my closest friend of the bunch (urged)me to get e Five

on unaware that I wasn’t allowed. As the (Compulsion wlﬂﬂymfj&

“h\wdm built.up inside me I knew I could not lose ny
faa—uJ popularlty s SO w:.thout thlnklng I hopped on and began

Do/ hon.

CIt)felt so good! As my friends and I talked I

began to realize what would happen' if my mom c&ﬁghﬁ
me jumping. But after a while of having so much fun °
I forgot all about it.
You know, this really was like poxson ivy.
¢% Although someone tells you not to itch it, and you
dmel nmwknow your not suppose to, but it itches like crazy. -’Zlfﬂrfl“
ke
7,
Then once you iteh it you feel terrlibly guilty but . '
you keep itching and can’t stop. The your trouble
only spreads.(like mine would)
‘1 o SH (55T was jumpir’x@I"felt nore and more guilty
- but kept jumping. The tramp was behind the kid’s
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T

house so I kept-the corner of the house 7 eleacrsgtive _j‘—

nervously, expectlng my mom to come walking around
and catching me. Then after about five more

minutes, my:mom came walk:mg around that corner. A

fd?.sappointe@frown crossed her face.  As- I jumped off

the tramp inénd unexpectation of what would

be said next, I spoke to my friends guickly, "Uh, uh,

I'm really late for ball practice.®™ "You’re in for °

, | 5 o lormalities)
it, young man!" I heard my mom say. Oh great! I .X Sprokers,

1thought .

“After a vigorus fine of $10, and one whole week

of be:.ng grounded, I figured that without a dought I -

acted before thinking. My actions would definitely

. . ﬂz.ft
be different today for this certainly taught me a .,éf

, ‘less'on. Am it turns out, my fr:.ends don't really

care after all.-_ :
- Arfunns 510 7%: —t.dw

ey w

NEXT LESSONS:
* using precise words
*® creating an effective title
* punctuating parenthetzcal
ideas
* using spelicheck
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Hangm Wlﬂ‘l the B1g Dogs

Ca¥ehuy
,ﬂumw.
treate Yhe whakehls) o Py sdvten
MJ..LWM Upice. #;z Ptue

- AyALtedun T sure when you were akid, you wanted to act older. - adéreeace)

Last year I tried to act older too. The problem with that is I was
trymg to run with the big dogs, but this pup leamned a hard lesson

 that fateful day. deaciptive Jarngiuage
See, my Dad's work, M . County Coal, holds an anmual
golf tournament every yearat P Country Club.

Well, last September I entered that tournament with my Dad
and two of his buddies. [ tried to prove that I was a golf prodigy, %aﬁmm
corisidering I out drove all the little guys at the driving range, I "‘“’
thought I was a golf prodigy. -

I was so sure that I could see that weird lookin' man on top defnits/

of a golf trophy sitting up on my she]f, 1 already had a place f-f(ﬁm’ ’z:
picked out for it. ' %mf‘du@.

 On the tee off area there lay an off white tee and a logoed
golf ball on top of it.




- The guys whispering off to the side made me nervous, were
- they talking about me or were they talking about the shovel (piece
of machmery) that was down at work? Iwas convinced that if ﬁf‘fﬁk g
they weren't talking about me, they were probably thmkmg aboutmqﬁiﬁm
me, they were probally thlnkmg that they had better not get beat -!'541. 3“6
by an eleven year old
- Vaied  ~ Nervous and worried, I got in my pro form stance legs Actoits) k.
g t"“"h"‘"“ss.hcmldez' length apart and arms fully extended. Isuddenly ‘Hre
connected with the ball." If's going, going, going, gone and where
- it went, nobody knows. I looked everywhere but no ball. _
Nomgition @S_cmnot to many things are going my way. The
only good thmo 1S lookmg forward to getting to the cart and _
| finishing my Peanuts and pop, and driving the cart to the next
hole. mﬁ""*“‘) Yhe Jnetign ¥ 2"" y;,.,,ﬁ (Pramsrhonm)
- Recovering from a fear - golf cart flip in which I turned a
curve way too sharp and came up on two wheels, I got 2 hole in
one on the second hole, if you call a big, fat, stupid pond a hole. H‘_h"’"

3‘-
- 1'threw my golf club in my bag angrily, waiting for th@ el

hole)Xo come up.

’ M’%ﬂ the third hole)l actually got the ball in the hole, aﬁer |
about twenty shots. At this point in time, 1knew I wasn't exactly
getting warmed up. The space on my shelf, it zmght have to sit Aecadls
empty for awhile longer. - = ‘ : oletaita)

Hransitien Things went that hat way to about the sixteenth hole. That one

was the only hole I hit the ball past one-hundred yards, except for
the first one and I don t want to get in to that again.
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The next time I hit the white ball, it glided in the air like an 0‘“""-‘4""'“
caole All of the sudden a man came out of nowhere and got under

'h——.

- my ball, right where the shadow of my ball was. -
I yelled. R
| "4444444444444‘” " -
" The man covered his head like a helpless child. With a lot of ve.
huck, the ball landed about two feet from the man's head. Ma‘*‘:&
[ later found out that the pear candidate for brain surgery %ﬁw

didn't come out of nowhere, he was there the whoie tzme I just
didn't see him. - Wm

Lon A If you ignored the almost ambulance call, the shot was |
perfect. -
- "Hole eighteen's gonna be the best" I said W1th a whole Iot of

;--self~c0nﬁdenc \ MomeiHon

you have to hit the ball over a two-hundred

and ten feet river bed. o e

I took my back swing anas the titanium hitthe
ball all I could hear as I closed my eyes were the ..... ‘j‘z,“:;@f
d | C Use

Pleadmg in my head, Itold Dad, "It m1ght make it." - 5.,,1':_”“5' 5
(CcrACKUID | o
oleaens phve  The ball hit a tree and ncochcts into the dried up river bed.

" Well, it ain't like it ruined your score.” Dad said fryingto
be humorous, but I didn't think it was a bit funny.
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'Jﬂamnbm When we got back to the clubhouse I was congratulated for
| being the youngest player by my Uncle R, the tournament
host, also an employec at M- - County Coal.
| Well, I have fo say it was a good experience, an embarrassmg
: expenence but a good one. ' -
Next time, I'll not hang with the big dogs, I'll just wait on
the porch for them to come home! R Clever “221‘-”"

Aie o) Yo
- and HHe,

NEXTLESSONS:
. cuttmg out unnecessary text
* using consistent verb tense
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Ql*He, mpﬁwd%w | - ﬂamms ‘bpw
“Leaming to Drive”

(\%m “Mom, it’s too eaﬂytom“’&’ﬂw’“f

"No it’s not, Honey Youhzvetog:tup and get ready for
school."

' w,.ia«#&a_ge.
Mw Igbtoﬂofbedand@ovmsmmbegmmm :
_ L
praoen. forschool. Imsn:ymolda:thetxme,andmybmmg ..e..d-nb shed)

“‘“‘?’2‘

“How ome We gotta go 1o schoo] ali the tl:mc,"'I questioned. a(_m.wjaa
“So that you mlcamandgetagood;obwhmyonmw w&

“But 1 don’t ke it,” I complzined@iubboraly.) "Eé'”‘a“?"'
"Ihzts;ustpartofkfe,k._ Nowgobmshyourwethand :

I‘Hbemthzrcmammmtocombynnrhm” .
1 did as I was told. B wasalsoinﬂlebathmom
bmshmghzsteeth.
W "Doyonlﬂccgomgtoschool,B ‘7"Iasked.
punushitn  “Yeah ™ he said, *“Tt’s funt”
rf dialogue “Well, I sure don’t”
Mom combed our hair, and We were ready 1o go to school.




M@w “Come on boys, we £0ing to be late,” yalled Mom from
N W “Wﬁ:asmni”iycncdbackfmmpmﬁmhrmbﬁ.'
 Yhe hent oy, COME fight now,” she demanded, -
L ' --"We’recom.ing,ﬁ;’recﬁming.” . o :
. w=gr;@@ﬁe;andh=adedousideagd down the
. Stairs to the dsrk-gre:nVolvoItwas aﬁﬁc@dagsolm
ajacket, - ' ' ' '

k baspoples e lusit To understand tis story, yo bave o be able to
9 c.d.r;_jj’l - driveway, Itsg;md_ouggpmthe-roadtowards _
m thgbackyardat@m:n,it'wentlcﬁmdtﬁmleﬁagahhto

RLY - the garage. From up'ébdvc, this probably Jooked somcthinglﬂ-:e'a RN

| et 'Por-som'e_mascn,thudgytheca:mpmda:memdof
| PARRYPhitfe et part of he driveway facing the yard - The yard
Tconﬁnue‘da:ame,poih:whmomwubas |
N | s
dlavelops The three of us(oaded)into car. Mom tomed it on, and we
Wnﬂ;ﬁj" started to pull out of the driveway. Just as we entered the moad,

. ‘h;zfmﬁw-'- Mom said, “OOPS.Iforgotmypmse. 1 mmust bave left it in my |
bedroom™ - -
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. WepuﬂedbackdownthcdﬁtcwxymdMomwmtinﬁdeto
get her purse, B andImleﬁa!bne}nﬂ:eca:. Outofr_ '
curlosity, we both climbed into the front seat. e contis

HE, Wl what's dat k7" asked B, Whathe “onio < and
wasmt‘c:ﬂngtoasasﬁnkwaszéenythegearshiﬁer. - m\t}'«fﬁbﬁ—-

"1 don’t know, but I dare you to push op it Co %ﬁwm uﬂwl:&;b“

o : : Sa#."]-"\is)w
So, with my encouragement B____ pushedtheYo cp.m.-.‘nal‘l;h,
&m probably guess what happened aext We_begz_mto:on down > m"‘”
g, ;0T backysrd B bad knocked the ear out of gear and there ¢ yypioatroval
tleacnhoy) ] ' , R ] - ppree
2 ohions, Wes just enough of an angle for the car to roll, B_____ stuckhis .

‘ ’ hcad-.outthewindowanéwasncwsmmg.‘ 'Iwassoﬁ'ightdﬁed | -
conldn’t even move. o

Hhe-sick | ‘ el ST
_ CRUNCH) e both heard. It was the sound of my. bike baing -
| m‘% were rolling -
at a speed less than mnmﬂds"jerhpuf, but it was e:iough_to scare
Two young boys halfto death. ‘The cir hit £iree, Leaenptive
with a Iqu . L _ : mzu.aje. )
Coitecd  Neither of us were injured, end the car just had a few -

PG erathes. My bike bad been totaly@Epolished Yhough Mo

came running up behind vs and cried “Oh my gosh, boys,
all righty™

| "Yeah” %o rplied withGanic suickevoices.

dvanieﬂ%

and we stopped

are you
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Henarihim C_Inthcend,)gotancwbﬁzﬁdzichmbmcrthantheone
: .beforc,solwashappy. We were late for sehool, but zy mom took
camofit Also, B and Iwere denied the privilege of
entering @ vehicle without an adult sccompanying us, bt we were
W Ileemedthehardwzyﬂmﬂ_shou!dmttﬁuchorbather ' ) ¢
%“‘*”‘?mﬁgmxm@mmma__'lmmm %wa“g‘;
: IimntowcryﬁngIteHh&ntUdo,mdMnmmednottolme_ 'f'w '-
w0 young boys alone inacar. . |

oo L e ctrin)

NEXT LESSON: Lo
-+ using dialogue and interior
monologue to develop the
climax ’
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GRADE 8 - PERSONAL NARRATIVE

olous/e meardng The Extreme 'Slcy Fhier Tames dopieto

Htle: : Sude a¥
Yhe fiolare Fouass) o e
-7 m&'f

"y

. - ' _ o
Mf ZM Imagine yourself slowly being raised 175 feet into the air. Every oot
you go to reach the destination the ground keeps getting smaller and smaller.

(People start looking like @nd{your heart is m@ Jenasiss alavaite)
ut actually it's not, it's really, absolutely the most fun

-~ thingI've ever done.

% It all started a.week before school, my family and I went to

W 4 Cincinnaﬁ,_to the Kings Island amusement park. My sister and I were
\ﬁlking around riding all of the roller coasters because I've never ridden a

waea)  roller coaster before... But that's a different story. - fnamdacns fncu.d

d“"’""!"?.‘"e Never the less we were walking around and we saw this awesome ride )
called the "Extreme Sky Flier". It looked really cool, but I was afraid to ride 4 e-35es/
it. My sister kept on bugging me every time we walked past the tal] arched o _
ride with a string right down the middle. | ‘%L“”fd e |

" Kristi ", Melissa , my sister said, "ride that awesome ride, it's not ‘,
going to kill you, we are just going to be raised up 175 feet and then Atalo
dropped, that's all." | - “,E}\‘L“j; .

" Yeah that's aill” I thought. :

I'm really afraid of heights. One time we were walking on a bridge blisins)
about 50 feet high and I about had a heart attack. I didn't even want to think %@3
about 175ft. That's a little over three times as high. Itold myself there was .
no way I was going to do that. It makes me shiver when I think about it. ﬂtﬂawh e

Well, about an hour later we ran into my dad who was with my
brother Shane.
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Mehssa said, " Dad will you and Kristi ride the Extreme Sky Flier
with me?" | guess she directed that towards me, just to butter me up.
Because when dad says yes there ] hardly any arguing.

Dad tbought fora whxlc What's the cost?", he asked.

" About $15 each.”

" Well okay" rephcd dad.

S‘lwﬁ o (The next thing I knew)I was being o the ticket ine, which

was actually very short, probably bécause 1 not many people are as crazy as MWJe.
%w!;m( Then before I could say anythin jabout what [ thought about the
situation dad had already pa:d

"Be back in 10 minutes”, said the lady in the booth.
I thought to myself "Great now I can't chicken out ofthis, 'm /A eats)

already paid for. Nobody else in our faxmly would even thmk about ndmg ?
* that(@eath defying .
a!.uouf ve
Ao guzge . 1slowly followed my sister and dad over to mom who was hearing
about what we were doing.

Mymomaboutdzedasweﬂasmyself 10 minutes was up and we
were headmg for the ride. My anticipation rose about What was getting J
 ready to happen. The nde (3 scarmess got my heart racmg The closerI got olefaiea)
- the faster my heart beat, '
%w,l,m (When we reached the n@he instructors helped us into our suits.
- They were kind of weird, like a Mg suit of some sort. Mine was

Aodeats)
purple I don't quiet remember the color of my sister's and dad's suit. I do g W
* remember ﬂlmlung to myselﬂ " Why am 1 nslcmg my hfe for aride!” .
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M‘}"’" C’Izh:next thing I re@t was our turn and we were on the stand.
The instructors put me, my dad, and my 51stcr in line, vertlcally, with me in
the middle. ' '
" Lock arms”, said the' guy who was gettmg usready I don't
remember what he looked Iike. I really didn't care at the time, all 1 cared Aanests)
about was me living through this. "Now don't hold on to us, okay you're
going to feel a little 3er1c.

BOOM![We were hzmgmg ﬁo@ It was kind of weird and dwelo/.s'
. hurtalitle bit. -

The guy started again, "Now don t unlock arms until you fly over thxs
box one time! Every one understand"" we all shook our heads yes, " Now m
who is going to pull the rip cord"“ . | . | Yhe achor.

"]am", sa.tdmydad. - “

“Okay, when I give you thumbs up you pull 1t" sa1d the guy, *

Everything understood?”

We all agreed yes.

The guy checked us out one last time, justto besure a.nd sald, All |
right here you go! Watch for my thumbs up

I heard a noise, I guess it was the ma.chme starting the ra:smg I was
right, up we began At first it wasn't s000.. bad, but the higher we got the
faster my heart beat rose and my fear along with it

My dad looked at me- and my sxster and asked, Why are we doing | 1o A
something this crazy?" ' | _ |

Icouldn'ttalk,myhcartwas}so far up my throat.

My dad asked if we wanted him to tell us before he pulled the np cord
or just do it. We both replied lmmedxately, " Just do it"

2

SE

3
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"}W\-"ﬂf Every foot higher we got the ground seemed to be sooo... far away

and people looked like tiny ants wondering around. I could see the whole Qﬁmds
park. The scenery was pretty. Then I remembered it wouldn't be that preuy
when it comes rushing towards me quickly. - aplectine dariemcr-
"}'ld'f‘sl'hm C_Ewuth no other thought we stopped. I prmmse my heart started
beating about a 1,000 times a minute. I coulm Jumvgrd‘-*"‘l'
1looked at my dad hoping I wouldn't see what he was about to do, Acdostd
but that wasn't going to happen. I watched in fear as his ha.nd slowly made buikdwp
it's way to the rip cord inch by inch. He placed his hand on the rip cord and Freochion.
he slowly pulled it.
Voed |- Silence. My heart stopped. I heard nothing." AI1 I can remember
- Demtemee! feeling is an unexplainable SWOOSH as we rushed quickly 150 feet towards
W the g green ground. I felt as if I was going to die. And  right when I thought W
ackim4 my life was going end... we swiung up over everybody and back over the %"M
box. Without even knowing my screaming turned to laughter. I was having Aeaphon.
fun. We swung back and forth. " I'm flying", I thought. My sister and dad
were laughing too.
Iunlockedmyarmsmthmydadands:sterandstretchedﬂzemout.
The wind was blowmg in my face and I was having a great time.
We swung severa_l more times back and forth, then we had to grab a
loop with a string on it to stop us. Wegrabbedtﬁestripgandsmpped
directly over the box. They got us to stand up again. Then the instructors
unhooked us and let us go. We were helped out of our suits and released.
We ran to tell my mom how much fun we had. -
‘hwéffwnéAs my sister and dad were telling my mom how fun the ride was, I A eafa)

was thinking, " That was the most awesome, fun, greatest thing I have ever
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done. Why was I so afraid?” I cleared my thoughts and started talking to
my mom. -
. "Wasit fun? ", my mom asked.
" YeslI", I said fiterally screaming, " it was the best."
My sister looked at me and said, * Aren't you glad you experienced

the ’ Extreme Sky Flier 2"
‘ " Yes",Iscreamed, " if I chdn't ride that ride I would be miserable -
w1th regret for the rest of the week.” :

On our way to the next ride I thought , * Fear doesn't accomplish

_anyting” | Asflects o o

NEXT LESSONS:
¢ creating an effective
conclusion
* punctuating dialogue
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MEMOIR

" BEGINNING WRITING

* may use gcribbles, symbols,

“letter-like marks, letter reversals,
‘and/or strings of random letters

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE * cheoses topics from p:rsonai * chooses topics from personal
' ’ expsnencss ‘experiences
¢ engages In the act of writing * begins to focus on a topic (person,
witheut spec:ﬁc attcnbzon to : pfacc, animal, or thing)
mea ning . _
* experiments with marks onapage | .. _
IDEA DEYELOPMENT/ * uses drawings, symbols, and 3 b_cgin_s to support ideas with
SUPPORT letter-like: marks to rcpmscm: drawings, eymbols, one or two
‘ words : lcttars to represent a word
ORGANIZATION * shows some evidence of . dcmons‘craus d:rscmonaih:y
' directionality (top o bottom, left o | ¢ attempts to demonstrate a story
rig ) N line .
SENTENCES . may use some letters, strings of ¢ uses letters, strings of random
random letters, andlor a few words | letters, and/or a few words to
to resemble a sentence resemble a sentence A
_LANGUAGE "} ¢ labels pictures or produccs simple |  uses word attempts or words to
‘ ‘text using symbols Ict:cr-ltkc describe drawings
marks * writes a few sight words, especially
those with particular mcamng tothe
: : writer _
CORRECTNESS -® lacks gpacing * uses some 5pacing between Words

* uses one or two letters to

- represent a word; uses other

inventions and approximations to
represent words

* begins a sentence (copied or
dictated) with a capn:al letter

* ends sentence (copied or dtctatcd)
with punctuation

* begins to show soundfietter
correspondence
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NEXT LESSONS: _
* guided writing with beginning
sounds o
- * using details in drawing
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BEGINNING - MEMOIR

-ﬁ(\f 0/

. fomng 1etters

* Trecogmizing and
| endmg sounds
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BEGINNING - MEMOIR
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BEGINNING - MEMOIR

ﬁmwm (m«.u/n.d)
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NEXT LESSONS:
' * demonstrating directionality
* spacing between words
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CNYETV ST R
ZE L AT rob

" | NEXTLESSONS:
* adding details
* using lowercase letters
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NEXT LESSONS:
. * adding details
‘* using end punctuation
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| NEXTLESsONs: -

* working on expressing
knowledge and feelings

* oral proofreading-
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MEMOIR

DEVELOPING WRITING

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE * chooses topics from personal * beging to show awareness of readers
N I experiences : needs .
* begins to focus on the topic * chooses topic from personal
{person, place, animal, or thing) experiences
* begins To express own feelings * narrows topic to the importance of
* begins to show some evidence of | the relationship between the writer and
indwidual voice the person, place, animal, or thing
* begins 1o use titles » focuses on the purpose of relating the
: importance of the relationship between
'| #he writer and the person, place,
-animal, or thing ,
* expresses own thoughts and feelings
* uses individual voice and/or
appropriate tone
' 3 * uges title
IDEA DEVELOPMENT/ * supports ideas with pictures, * supports ideas with one or two
SUPPORT simple phrases, on or two details. | relevant, specific details
' ' : | ® uses some description of emotions,
thoughts, and insights
* uses some sensory detail and imagery
* attempts to use dialogue when
, appropriate -
ORGANIZATION * demonstrates directionality * demonstrates logical order
* demonstrates some logical order | + atterripte to develop an engaging lead
* writes a beginning (lead), middle * attempts to develop an effective
(bedy), and conclusion {ending) “conclusion _
* borrows structure from models * begins to use paragraphs
: - * begins to use transitions
SENTENCES * writes some simple sentences * writes complete sentences
' * beging to use some variety in
: _ sentence structure/iength
LANGUAGE ® begins to use some descriptive * uses some descriptive and figurative
' language language '
* shows some evidence of correct * demonetrates frequent, correct word:
word usage (£.3., subjectiverp usage (e.4., subjectiverb agreement,
agreement, correct use of “I" and correct use of “I" and “me”™)
*me™) ' _ * uses a variety of words
® beging $o use a varicty of words
CORRECTNESS * uses spacing between words * uses more correct spelling, kess
: * uses sight words as well as invention and approximation
inventions and approximations * uses more correct capitalization
* begine sentence with a capital * uses more correct punctuation
letter - .
* uses end punctuation
* shows soundfletter
correspondence
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D OPING - MEMOI
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NEXT LESSONS:
‘ * narrowing focus -
* using descriptive language
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EVELOPING - MEMOIR
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NEXTLESSONS:
¢+ locating details in models which
reveal thoughts and feelings
* using varied sentence structure

o :




DEVELOPING - MEMOIR

. WW&ML a W}‘,m.zm/ and Lrd
- . %ﬂf _ A Special Person

. el . A special person in my ife is my.mom.She is special in
L my life because she helps me.She helps me when I'm sick.
. She gives me coke.She helps me with my home work when
Gomplele:  yepaying trouble like the fime T oouldn't End the aaasnonen
¥enlenese) peace of paper, she helped me find It My mom helps me
: calm down when I'm hyper fike the timé when we wereata
. hug Yanied. pool and she sald go down the water slid one more time
4ued then getin the hot tub then well leave. | didnt want to leave
Xkleneer g 'she ordered me French fries to make it longer. :
Hreeiuny - My mom is also special because she teaches me. She
L taught me how to ride my bike. My mom taught me how to
do puzzles. My mom also taught me how to swim.

. m,_l;;uz, ' My mom is also special because she ioves me. | now
dud “thende,s Sheloves me because she reeds to me, she feeds me, and
Q‘fi re s she celebrates my birthday. My mom is the best to me.

o LldegJ

NEXTLESSONS: -
* creating an attention-getting title
by looking at models
* varying sentence beginnings
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NEXT LESSONS: ' :

by looking at models

e creating an attention-getting title _

* creating an effective conclusion
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MEMOIR

- COMPETENT (end of P4) wriTiNg

{ AUDIENCE/PURFOSE * shows awarenzss of reader's needs
* chooses topic from personal experiences ‘
. { * narrows topic to the importance of the relationship between
| the writer and the pereon, piace, animal, or thing
s focuses on the purpose of relating the importance of the
relationship between the writer and the person, place, animal, or
® expresses own thoughts and feelings
* uses individual voice and/or appropriate tone oo
L * creates a title that ca ptures the essence of the piece and
: creates reader interest e - o
IDEA DEVELOPMENT/ |+ supports ideas with two or three relevant, specific details
SUPPORT - | » describes emotions; thoughts, and insights '
* uses sensory details and imagery. -
: ' * uses dialogue when appropriate
ORGANIZATION * places ideas and detalis in meaningful order
‘ *writes an engaging lead - .
* writes an effec ive conclusion,
| #usés paragraphs T |
* uses some transition words and phrases
SENTENCES ‘ ¢ writes complete sentences .
_ ® uses a variety of sentence structureg/lengths :
LANGUAGE — * chooses languagcrappmpﬁatc:farthe audience/purpose
® uses descriptive and figurative language '
_ -} * makes few errors.in usage
. . * uses a vaﬁctyofmrds‘eﬁcctivcly _
CORRECTNESS . . | ® makes few errors in spelling

- * makes few errors in capitalization .

* makes few errors in punctuation B
* makes few errors in correctness that do not interfere with the
meaning .
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Losnettneng LAEE NEXT LESSONS:
""’D.M W ' * developing ideas by using relevant
Lxth. Wi’ supporting details from lLift
' ex;}))glc-’:encss ° e
* using correct spelling and
' punctuation
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'mTLESSON:

* developing various effective endings
(e.g., 2 circular ending which would
tie back to the lead)

* using correct spelling and
punctuation
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MEMOIR
GRADES 4 - 8

- The writer of a proficient memoir demonstrates most or all of the following

skills:

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE . '

* focuses on the purpose of relating the significance of the relationship between
the writer and the subject of the memoir '

¢ narrows topic; limits memoirto a particular phase, time period, place, or
recurring behavior : ' - ' :

¢ leaves the reader with a single impression of the subject

* uses an individual voice - : _

¢ creates atitle which captures the essence 6f the piece and creates reader
interest . - - :

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT . o
* ‘develops ideas by using relevant supporting details from Jife experiences
* describes emotions, thoughts, and insights '

e uses dialogue effectively, if appropriate

* uses sensory details -
* makes the subject come alive for the reader

ORGANIZATION
-writes an engaging lead
places ideas and details in meaningful order
organizes the memoir into paragraphs
uses transitions hetween ideas
~maintains coherence and unity -
-concludes the memoir effectively

" SENTENCES

¢ writes complete and varied sentences

LANGUAGE 3 '
chooses language appropriate to the andience and purpose

writes in first person _

uses descriptive language _

maintains consistent verb tense

makes subjects and verbs agree
employs correct usage _

CORRECTNESS

* spells correctly

¢ uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes

® capitalizes correctly ' )

* makes few errors in correctness which do not interfere with the meaning of the
piece : x :

As students move from grade to grade, they demonstrate growth
in the control and complexity with which they use these skills.
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ﬂt\b wmﬂcuo _ The Funniest Dog Ever
E . J.A-ﬂe.. _a,md.a.cai:uD

Pead Hey, you animal Iovers out there! What is black with

BrYApe) dsdiores. |  Redawans
tan legs and a tan face? When you make a balloon squeak - awauw

- nois mal ¢ ? o
_trns y a.m al cocks its head to hsten You couldn t have idivident
volce.

guessed 1t' I’s my dog Bess;! My dog is the best do'g in the

whole universe.

MM@L""‘/’”‘L"’“

M,{,m 'The other day I went outside after gettmg all my '

homework done to ride my bike. Orne t1me before I almosf’b m’mmi
Adect

ran over my dog. Ididn’twant to do it again. This time she

was in front of the garage. She wasn’t anywhere neaf-"the

bike. Irealized she ran away, because she was scared of my

cledazl  bike, 1 J'U.St laughed at my silly dog%But Iwas glad she was

Cantd W‘u‘
SO smart to move! ' =

‘haaw'ﬁm One time I was‘sitting in the swing , a.nd my mom and
dad were setung there too. My dad scratched BeSSI sear,

A A
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