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Literacy Snapshot Title:   
Prefix Removal and Replacement Strategy 

Facilitator Notes 
 

Preparation 
Facilitator 
Key 

 
When using the Facilitator’s Guide, note: 
Bold Print indicates actions for the facilitator; 
Italic print indicates suggested dialogue for the facilitator;  
LSM represents Literacy Snapshot Module(s). 
 

Prior to 
Session 
 

 
Background Knowledge: 
In order to assist participants in their understanding of the positive 
correlation between decoding words/connecting meaning to the words and 
comprehension, the facilitator should become familiar with the content and 
materials contained within the LSM prior to use. 
 
 Prepare and review materials listed. 

 
 Download and print session Handouts 1-3 for participants 
 Computer, speakers, and Internet access 
 Projector and screen for group presentations 

 
 Secure and set up space. 

 
 Facilitate initial discussion including overall guiding questions. 

For example: As you consider how to implement the Prefix Removal 
and Replacement Strategy, think about the following questions as they 
relate to the students in your classroom. 
 
 “What do we want all students to know and be able to do?” 
 “How will we know if students are learning?” 
 “How will we respond when students do not learn?” 
 “What will we do when students are already proficient?” 

 
Note: The Prefix Removal and Replacement Strategy is similar to the 
“chunking” lesson demonstrated in the 2006 Summer Institute 3rd grade 
phonics video. 
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Time 
Frame 

 

 
 Initial Discussion (2-3 minutes) 
 Viewing of the Literacy Snapshot (7-10 minutes) 
 Next Steps/Discussion (8-10 minutes) 

 

Presentation 
Slide 2 Literacy Snapshot Module Title: Prefix Removal and Replacement 

Strategy 
  

Explain: 
 Each LSM provides examples of skills or strategies that follow these 

guiding questions: 
 
 What do we want all students to know and be able to do? 
 How will we know if students are learning? 
 How will we respond when students do not learn? 
 What will we do when students are already proficient? 
     (adapted from works related to Professional Learning 

Communities by DuFour/Eaker) 
 
  LSMs are designed to be used in a variety of settings  

(small groups, team meetings, individuals, staff meetings, etc…) 
 
 All LSMs utilize the explicit instruction model. 

 
 Content is modeled (I do it…) 
 Participant practices (We do it…)  
 Participant implements in classroom (You do it…)  

 
Slide 3 Scarborough Rope Model 

 

Review the Scarborough Rope Model and discuss how the skills and 
strategies fit together to create a proficient reader. The text box(es) 
highlighted in yellow point(s) out the specific location of the skill addressed 
in this Literacy Snapshot.  (This is a recurring slide in all LSMs that explains 
how intertwined the skills and strategies are in the reading process.)  

Slide 4 Session Goal 

 

 
Read session goal 
 The goal of this session is to provide participants with the professional 

knowledge to implement the Prefix Removal and Replacement 
Strategy.  
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Slide 5 Session Objectives 

 

Participants read session objectives.   
At the end of this session, participants are expected to: 
 Select five (5) words that will be used to teach the Prefix Removal and 

Replacement Strategy; and 
 Develop next steps for implementation of a vocabulary lesson following 

the Prefix Removal and Replacement Strategy. 
Pause and discuss the lesson objectives.  
 

Slide 6 & 
7 

Research 

 

Review research in the presentation.  

Additional findings from research: 

Andrew Biemiller’s research noted: 

 The vocabulary gap between low language and high language students 
could be as high as 4,000 root words. 

 Most differences in vocabulary acquisition occur prior to 3rd grade. 
 After 2nd grade, most children acquire words at about the same rate. 

Continual practice with the procedure may prompt students to 
metacognitively access their internal word banks when encountering words 
with prefixes. 

Slide 8 Explanation 
Handout  1  

 

 
 Pause and discuss the five steps of the Prefix Removal and 

Replacement Strategy listed in Handout 1. 
 

Slide 9 “I Do It” – animated example 
Handout  1   

 Pause and discuss the decoding example “unhappy” using the Prefix 
Removal and Replacement Strategy listed in Handout 1. 
 

Slide 10 “We Do It” 
Handout 2 Refer to Handout 2.  Select one “grade-level appropriate” prefix and identify 

five (5) words containing the chosen prefix.  Some examples are listed in the 
handout, but you may generate your own words based on your grade level.  
(e.g., A kindergarten teacher may select “re-“, and her five words could be: 
redo, retie, retell, reread, and repack.)                                                                  
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Slide 11 Wrap up 
  LSM indicates the connection between research and module objectives.   

Slide 12 “You Do It” 
Handout 3  Facilitate discussion of the next steps (record on Handout 3) 

1. Determine when and how participants will be teaching the Prefix 
Removal and Replacement Strategy.  Provide support to teachers who 
need modeling and coaching in the classroom. 

2. Discuss possible ways to determine the effectiveness of the strategy 
when decoding words containing prefixes.  

3. Determine a date when teachers will share evidence of students using 
the Prefix Removal and Replacement Strategy.  Provide sufficient 
time for instruction and practice of the strategies.  Consider a date (2-
3 weeks in the future). 

Follow Up 
Student 
Work 
Analysis  

Facilitate a discussion regarding students using the Prefix Removal and 
Replacement Strategy.  Reference the overall guiding questions.  
Considering the content learned at the last session, think about the following 
questions as they relate to the students in your classroom and the lesson(s) 
taught. 
 
 “What did you want all students to know and be able to do?” 

Analyze student responses and discuss the impact of the Prefix 
Removal and Replacement Strategy and the students’ ability to decode 
and define multi-syllabic words with prefixes. 

 
 “How did you know if students were learning?” 

Reflect on the students’ ability to apply the strategy as they 
encounter words containing prefixes when reading independently – or 
– on the development of sentences that show the students’ 
understanding of the word meaning.  These can be shared orally or in 
written form. 
 

 “How did you respond when students did not learn?” 
Discuss specific students who were unable to decode a word or create 
a meaningful sentence with the word containing a prefix using the 
Prefix Removal and Replacement Strategy.  As a group, elaborate on 
how struggling students received support. 
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Continued 

 “What did you do when students were already proficient?” 
Discuss specific students who were able to respond quickly and 
correctly.  As a group, elaborate on how instruction was differentiated 
for proficient students. 

Resources 
 Publications 

Graves, M. F. (2006).  The vocabulary book: learning and instruction.  New 
York: Teachers College Press. 

Biemiler, Andrew (1999).  Language and Reading Success.  Brookline Books, 
Inc. 

Scarborough, H. (1998).  Early identification of children at risk for reading 
disabilities: Phonological awareness and some other promising predictors.  
In B. Shapiro, P. Accerdo, & A. Capute (Eds.), Specific reading disability: A 
view of the spectrum (pp.75-119).  Timonium, MD: York Press. 

Websites 

Information about prefixes and suffixes including a list and definitions. 

http://www.virtualsalt.com/roots.htm 

Information about prefixes and suffixes including a Spanish version. 

http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills/en/language-arts/5/using-
prefixes-to-expand-your-vocabulary 
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