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                                        Idioms from the Book                                                                                               What Do They Mean? 
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Directions:  Look at the brief passages below.  Underline the idioms and circle the 
words that help define their meanings.  Remember some idioms are not easily 
recognized. 

 

 

Practice Passage #1 

     Have you seen their house lately?  It’s really gone to the dogs. 
It’s true that it has become run-down and in serious need of repair, but 
I’m sure that it can be fixed up to look like new. I guess with a little carpentry work and 
some paint it could look pretty decent. 
 
 

Practice Passage #2 

     When the security guard saw a light in the store after closing hours, it seemed to him 
there was something fishy going on. He called the central office and explained to his 
superior that he thought something strange and suspicious was occurring. 
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Practice Passage #3 

     “I am trying to decide which college to attend in the fall,” said Alex. “I think the 
University of Louisville is a good school that is nearby, and has a good medical school. On 
the other hand, my family wants me to attend the University of Kentucky, and they also 
have a great medical school and a terrific basketball team. As I compare the two schools 
back and forth, my decision becomes more difficult.” 
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Next Steps 

 

 How and when do you plan to teach idioms? 

 

 

 How will you know students can identify the taught idioms? 

 

 

 When do you plan to meet and discuss students’ ability to 
identify and understand idioms? 

 



Literacy Snapshot: Teaching Idioms: Module Slides  

 

Literacy Snapshot: Teaching Idioms: Module Slides  Kentucky Department of Education     Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Teaching Idioms 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scarborough Rope 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Session Goal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Session Objectives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Research 
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What is an idiom? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Modeling (I Do It) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Identifying and Understanding Idioms (We Do It) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wrap-up 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Next Steps 
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