
Thinking Critically about Template Tasks
A Tool to Guide Task Development
Topic Focus/Question for Task:
1. Does the task use the exact wording of the template? (exact wording required)

2. Does the essential question or research topic address a major issue in your discipline that is comprehensive enough for a 2-4 week investment of class time?

3. Is the essential question or research topic too broad in scope? Can students research and write about this in a 2-4 week time period?

4. Is the essential question or research topic focused, but inclusive enough to engage in critical analysis and foster student growth?

5. For argumentative tasks, is the essential question or research topic debatable? Does it allow for a variety of responses?

6. Does the template task fit the content? Would another template fit better? 

7. Does the task fit state standards and fit logically in the curriculum? 

Text Selection for Task:
1. Does the task specify the texts student will read to answer the essential question or do the research in order to meet task requirements?
2. Are the texts the appropriate length and text complexity to allow students’ focused reading and careful analysis? 
3. Do the texts provide students with more than one perspective/source of information?
4. Do the texts use and develop academic understanding?  academic vocabulary?
The Writing Task:
1. Does the task require sustained writing and effective use of ideas and evidence from the selected texts?

2. Does the product students will write allow them to develop arguments/explanations and answer the essential question or complete the research? 
3. Does the task give students logical, real-world options that resemble the writing or thinking student will do in their adult lives? 

4. Does the task allow a choice between multiple perspectives for the argument/explanations and is there sufficient information in the text(s) to support those arguments/explanations?

5. Will the students need more background knowledge than the selected texts provide for them to meet the demands of the task? Can that background knowledge be provided in the context of the timeline or the larger unit?
6. Will students need too many details to meet task requirements? (Is the task too complex for 2-4 weeks?)

7. Should you include L2 and L3 as an extension of the writing task? 

