Kentucky Department of Education

Preschool Site Visit

High child performance is more likely to be achieved in a quality preschool classroom through a strong and supportive environment for every child and high quality teaching and leadership from the administration.


Teacher        ______________________________________
Visitor: 
                                                                                 



Date: 

District:




  





Preschool Program Site:


	Child Experiences with Curriculum and Assessment 
	Observed
	Not Observed
	Notes

	Review the Written Daily Schedule:  A quality Daily Schedule consists of a) indoor/outdoor; b) free choice/structured choices; c) transitions; d) group activities (small and large; e) quiet/active time; f) child-initiated/teacher-initiated activities; and g) flexibility that takes into account individual needs, mental health, interests of the children and adults.  Schedule reflects appropriate lengths of time:  short amount of times in large and small group teacher-directed activity, longer sustained time in learning center child-selected activity.  Children are not expected to sit quietly for long periods of time.  (Goal 2)
	
	
	

	The following learning centers are available for use:  art, blocks, music, book/literacy, creative/dramatic play, science, math, woodworking, sand/water table, computer, other (list)  (Circle those observed.).  (Goal 2)
	
	
	

	*Children with disabilities are integrated into the group and participate in classroom activities (with adaptations as necessary).    (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	Early literacy activities are emphasized throughout the environment and daily schedule. (May list examples observed.)  (Goal 1)
	
	
	

	*Activities and curriculum objectives are aligned with The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards   (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	*Planning the daily instruction, identifying goals for the curriculum and child progress are based on appropriate formal and informal assessment procedures as outlined in The Continuous Assessment Guide.  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	Child Experiences in the Environment 
	
	
	

	The physical facility provides a well-lit, well-maintained, safe space large enough for children to engage in developmentally appropriate activities.  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	Indoor classroom space is defined by learning centers that provide hands-on activities with real materials.  (Goal 2)  
	
	
	

	A sufficient quantity of appropriately sized furniture in good repair is provided for routine care and play.  (Goal 3)   
	
	
	

	Most of the displayed material is individualized children’s work or art.  (Goal 2) 
	
	
	

	Child Experiences with Curriculum and Assessment 
	Observed
	Not Observed
	Notes

	Individual spaces are provided for:  teacher workspace and children’s storage of coats, backpacks, etc. (sufficient but does not infringe on children’s play and learning space)     (Goal 3) 
	
	
	

	Outdoor play area is fenced, expressly designed for use by preschool children, is adequately provisioned and is modified for special needs children. (Circle each quality observed.)  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	The outdoor environment is an extension of the classroom where instructional activities occur daily.  (Goal 2)
	
	
	

	Staff promotes a positive climate for learning and help children learn how to establish positive, constructive relationships with adults and other children.  (Goal 2) 
	
	
	

	Staff use positive guidance techniques to facilitate children’s development and learning.  (Goal 2)
	
	
	

	Adults speak in a pleasing tone and in a manner that could be appropriately copied by children.   (Goal 2)  
	
	
	

	All children, including children with disabilities and LEP children, are encouraged to be actively involved in conversations and communicate with peers and adults.   (Goal 1)  
	
	
	

	Evidence of good communication techniques with parents.  (Newsletters, bulletin boards, home visit schedules)  Evidence that parents are utilized as volunteers and resources.  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	*The Parent Guides (The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards) are used with families as support for the daily activities and curriculum.    (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	Demonstrates sensitivity to characteristics of each child's family and community and incorporates this knowledge into program activities.  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	Staff members interact positively with each other.  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	*Staff members are trained in the use of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Quality Self Study and use the document to work toward achieving a high quality program that includes improvement of child outcomes.  (Goal 3)
	
	
	

	Program Structure
	
	
	

	*The preschool program operates in compliance with all laws and regulations that govern the operation of the program. (Note any observable regulation violations)  (Goal 2)
	
	
	


(Kentucky Board of Education Goals:
Goal 1:  High Student Performance

                                                              
Goal 2:  High Quality Teaching and Administration

                                                              
Goal 3:  Strong and Supportive Environment for Each School and Child

*May require a question to an available staff member.

