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Recommendations for “Classrooms of Excellence” are based upon a multi-step process of review.  This process includes a thorough examination of the application packet by a review team, onsite observation of the classroom, interviews with the instructional and administrative staffs, and final review of all data sources by the review team.  This rubric provides guidance on criteria for reviewers to use in determining which applicants should be recommended for on-site reviews.  The “Exemplary” column describes conditions that, when met and in addition to those listed under “Sufficient”, would be expected to result in the highest quality applications.  The “Insufficient” column describes conditions that do not meet the standard because the application either does not provide any evidence for each criterion or provides insufficient or unclear evidence for each criterion.  Any application with one or more “Insufficient” scores will be ineligible for an on-site review.  Any application with one or more “Sufficient” scores will not be guaranteed an on-site visit, but the score indicates sufficient evidence is provided for that particular criterion. 
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	Part 1: Family Introduction Form    (5 points)
	
	
	
	
	

	1. The application provides a Family Introduction Form.
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The Family Introduction Form is individualized to the needs of families (i.e., not duplicate of sample letter).

· The Family Introduction Form is translated into other languages.

· The Family Introduction Form description of the process is detailed and thorough. 


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for the Family Introduction Form.
	The application provides a Family Introduction Form that is signed and completed.
	The application provides a Family Introduction Form that is less than sufficient.
	The application does not provide a Family Introduction Form or the form is not signed and/or completed.

 

	Part 2: Verification of use of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards.  (35 points)
	
	
	
	
	

	1. The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in planning.  
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding of how to plan developmentally appropriate learning activities with rigor and relevance. 

· The application demonstrates understanding about the connections between the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, the Continuous Assessment Guide and the Quality Self Study. 


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in planning.

	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in planning.


	The application provides one example of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in planning.
	The application does not provide examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in planning or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	2. The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the curriculum used in the classroom.  
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding of how the principles of rigor, relevance and relationships apply to preschool learning experiences.

· The application demonstrates understanding of how to implement projects and activities based on children’s interests and motivations.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the curriculum.


	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the curriculum used in the classroom.

	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the curriculum.
	The application does not provide examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the curriculum or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	3. The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the materials used in the classroom.   
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates creativity in the use of learning materials to teach in all content areas.

· The application demonstrates understanding of how to use developmentally appropriate materials based on children’s own life experiences that promote their learning and conceptual development.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the materials.
	· The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the materials used in the classroom.

	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document in the materials.
	· The application does not provide examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the materials used in the classroom or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear (e.g., dittos, worksheet pages, and test sheets).

	4. The application provides examples of how  The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards are used for professional development.  
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates how professional development needs are determined based on The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards. 

· The application demonstrates the lead teacher and assistant teacher(s) participate together in the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards training.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for how The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards are used for professional development.
	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of how The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document are used for professional development.

	The application provides one example of how The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards are used for professional development.
	The application does not provide examples of how the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards are used for professional development or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	5. The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document to meet the needs of all children in an inclusive setting. 
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding of how to provide an inclusive setting with minimal pullouts based on the content of individual IEPs.

· The application demonstrates use of multiple strategies to promote active engagement of all children in the learning process.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards to meet the needs of all children in an inclusive setting.
	· The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of the Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards to meet the needs of all children in an inclusive setting.
	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards to meet the needs of all children in an inclusive setting.
	· The application does not provide examples of implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards to meet the needs of all children in an inclusive setting or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	6. The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards document to support effective transitions 


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding of local policies and procedures for transitions (e.g., between First Steps and preschool, preschool and child care, preschool and primary, etc).    
· The application demonstrates understanding that high quality transitions result from an ongoing process rather than an event that occurs once a year. 


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards to support effective transitions.
	· The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of the Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards to support effective transitions.
	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards to support effective transitions.
	· The application does not provide examples of implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards to support effective transitions from First Steps to preschool and preschool to primary or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	7. The application provides examples of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Parent Guides in the classroom and during home visit activities.  
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding of how the Parenting Guides build parent knowledge of child development, the significance of positive parent/child interactions and how these interactions prepare children for future success in school and life.

· The application demonstrates that the Parent Guides are an integral part of Standards implementation and are used with parents throughout the year.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Parent Guides.
	The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Parent Guides in the classroom and during home visit settings.
	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Parent Guides in the classroom and during home visit settings.
	The application does not provide examples of implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Parent Guides in the classroom and during home visit settings or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	Part 3: Verification of use of Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide.    (25 points)
	
	
	
	
	

	1. The application provides examples of implementation of The Continuous Assessment Guide document in planning.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the implementation of The Continuous Assessment Guide with respect to planning (classroom, school and district levels).

· The application demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the classroom assessment selected and how it addresses the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards.

· The application provides information about informal or formal assessments methods used to measure benchmarks not addressed by the classroom instructional assessment selected.  

· The application demonstrates understanding of the role screening and diagnostic assessment tools play in providing services to young children. 

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least two “Exemplary” conditions for implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Continuous Assessment Guide in planning.
	The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of The Continuous Assessment Guide document in planning.


	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Continuous Assessment Guide in planning.
	The application does not provide examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in planning, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	2. The application provides examples of implementation of The Continuous Assessment Guide document in the curriculum used in the classroom.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding about the connections between early childhood curriculum, instruction and assessment.

· The application demonstrates understanding that assessment is a continuous process, showing that assessment information is used to revise the curriculum day to day.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Continuous Assessment Guide in the curriculum.
	The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of The Continuous Assessment Guide document in the curriculum used in the classroom.


	The application provides one example of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Continuous Assessment Guide in the curriculum.
	The application does not provide examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in the curriculum used in the classroom, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	3. The application provides examples of how The Continuous Assessment Guide is used for professional development.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates how professional development needs are determined based on The Continuous Assessment Guide. 

· The application demonstrates the lead teacher and assistant teacher(s) participate together in the Continuous Assessment Guide training.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for how The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Continuous Assessment Guide is used for professional development.
	The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of how The Continuous Assessment Guide is used for professional development.


	The application provides one example of how The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards Continuous Assessment Guide is used for professional development.
	The application does not provide examples of how the Continuous Assessment Guide is used for professional development, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	4. The application clearly states the continuous assessment tools used in the classroom.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates understanding about how and why the continuous assessment tools for the applicant’s school/district were selected.
· The application demonstrates understanding of the impact the selected continuous assessment tools have on instructional planning by describing how the data provided by the selected assessment instruments are used.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition about the continuous assessment tools used in the classroom. 
	The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in the classroom.
· The application clearly states the continuous assessment tools used in the classroom.

	The application provides information about the continuous assessment tools used in the classroom that is less than sufficient.
	The application does not state the continuous assessment tools used in the classroom or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	5. The application provides examples of how the continuous assessment tools and process are shared with families.


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates that information about continuous assessment tools and process is communicated to families in ways that families clearly understand the purpose and results of assessments.

· The application demonstrates that the applicant and families are working together to help children achieve positive outcomes. 


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition about how the continuous assessment tools and process are shared with families.
	The application provides a narrative regarding integration of Kentucky’s Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide in the classroom.
The application provides examples of how the continuous assessment tools and process are shared with families.


	The application provides one example about how the continuous assessment tools and process are shared with families that is less than sufficient.
	The application does not provide examples of how the continuous assessment tools and process are shared with families, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.



	Part 4: Verification of use of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs. (25 points)
	
	
	
	
	

	1.  The application provides examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs document in planning.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates that the QSS document is an integral part of classroom planning practices. 

· The application demonstrates understanding about the connections between the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, the Continuous Assessment Guide and the Quality Self Study. 


	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for implementation of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs document in planning.
	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs document in planning.


	The application provides one example of implementation of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs in planning.
	The application does not provide examples of implementation of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs document in planning, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.



	2. The application provides examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are not met are being addressed.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates that the action plan(s) for not met are intentional (e.g., activities, resources, individuals responsible, and timelines).

· The application demonstrates understanding about the connections between the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, the Continuous Assessment Guide and the Quality Self Study.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are not met are being addressed.
	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are not met are being addressed.


	The application provides one example of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are not met are being addressed.
	The application does not provide examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are not met are being addressed, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	3. The application provides examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are in process are being addressed.
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates that the action plan(s) for in process are intentional (e.g., activities, resources, individuals responsible, and timelines).

· The application demonstrates understanding about the connections between the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, the Continuous Assessment Guide and the Quality Self Study.
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are in process are being addressed.
	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are in process are being addressed.


	The application provides one example of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are in process are being addressed.
	The application does not provide examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are in process are being addressed, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	4. The application provides examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are fully met are being addressed.
	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application demonstrates that the action plan(s) for fully met are intentional (e.g., activities, resources, individuals responsible, and timelines).

· The application demonstrates understanding about the connections between the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, the Continuous Assessment Guide and the Quality Self Study.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition for how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are fully met are being addressed.
	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs in the classroom.

· The application provides examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are fully met are being addressed.


	The application provides one example of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are fully met are being addressed.
	The application does not provide examples of how Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs indicators that are fully met are being addressed, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	5. The application provides a Quality Self Study Checklist that is completed and all indicators checked as not met include action plans provided in the action plan column.

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

· The application shows that more than 70% of the indicators for each standard are met.

· The application shows that more than 95% of the total indicators for each of the five key areas are met.

· The application demonstrates that the action plan(s) for not met are intentional (e.g., activities, resources, individuals responsible, and timelines).

	The application meets all conditions listed under “Sufficient.”

The application meets at least one “Exemplary” condition about the Quality Self Study Checklist.
	The application provides a narrative regarding use of Kentucky’s Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs in the classroom.

· The application’s checklist shows that 50% of the indicators for each standard are met.

· The application’s checklist shows that 90% of the total indicators for each of the five key areas are met.
· The application’s checklist of the QSS includes action plans where the indicator is checked as not met.

	The application provides a Quality Self Study Checklist that is completed and some indicators checked as not met include action plans provided in the action plan column.
	The application does not provide a Quality Self Study Checklist that is completed and all indicators checked as not met include action plans provided in the action plan column, or the information provided is insufficient, inappropriate, or unclear.

	TOTAL: 90 Points




	APPLICATION PRIORITIES
· 5 points will be awarded to applications with an Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS) score of 6.5 and above.

· 5 points will be awarded to applications with the following Early Language and Literacy Classroom Observation , Pre-K Tool (ELLCO) score of 4.5 and above.
· RECOMMENDED FOR ON-SITE VISIT: 80 Points and Above

· NOT RECOMMENDED FOR ON-SITE VISIT: Below 80 Points or Insufficient Score(s)
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