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Application for Designation of Early Childhood Center of Quality

2012-2013
Deadline to Submit: March 4, 2013
Purpose:

In response to stakeholder recommendations for statewide services to deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired students, the Kentucky Department of Education, Division of Program Standards, proposes to identify at least one Early Childhood Center of Quality in each of the eleven Special Education Cooperative Regions.  The Early Childhood Centers that achieve this distinction will serve as models of practice for other districts in the region through on-site consultation, mentoring, and presentations at state, regional and national conferences.  

An Early Childhood Center of Quality is defined as a stand-alone facility with the following component parts:

1. State Funded Preschool Program;

2. Customized Professional Development; 

3. Inclusive Classrooms:  All services are provided in regular early childhood classrooms through inclusion, and teamwork.  Children receive related services inside the regular classroom, except when individually determined by the ARC committee; 

4. Special education services for deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired students are available at the center;

5. On-Site, Dedicated Leadership; 

6. Participation in STARS for Child Care or Wrap Around services associated with center.

7. Working towards receiving National/Regional Accreditation;

8. Implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and the Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards, and 

9. Meet all applicable state and federal guidelines.
This application process is designed to assure that:

1) Only eligible programs formally begin the application process; and, 

2) District leaders understand what is involved in seeking and achieving Early Childhood Center of Quality status.  It is important to note that the Center of Quality designation will be the first step in attaining identification as an Early Childhood Center of Excellence.    

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) designates Early Childhood Centers of Quality for a period of five (5) years.  Early Childhood Centers of Quality are required to submit annual reports to maintain the designation.  If change of administration occurs during this time, additional forms and assurances may also be required to maintain designation.

By submitting the Application, districts make a formal commitment to submit their application materials in a timely manner and be ready to complete an on-site verification visit by the KDE Early Childhood Center Review Team.   The information collected in the Application will be used to verify that a program meets the Early Childhood Center of Quality requirements and it will assist the KDE Early Childhood Center Review Team in planning for the program’s onsite visit should it be warranted.  
Application Packet Contents

Overview of Application Process

Notice of Commitment

Application

Application Cover Page

Application Section 1:  Center Description

This section provides an overview of the Center, including number of children, number of classrooms, programs available at the Center, and staffing.  A copy of the Center’s Parent / Family Handbook with the Center’s statement of mission and philosophy for teaching and learning highlighted are included in this section.

Application Section 2:  Professional Development

This section provides details of the professional development, customized for early childhood education and based upon the personnel competencies in the Early Childhood Professional Development:  Creating a Framework for Kentucky, Revised 2008, and the Kentucky Department of Education Professional Development Standards. This section ensures that all staff have the skills necessary to instruct all children, including children with disabilities. 

Application Section 3:  Accreditation

This section provides information on the type of regional or national accreditation achieved or being pursued by the Center.

Application Section 4:  Implementation of Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards, Curriculum and Assessment of Children’s Progress

This section provides a description of how the Center has implemented the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, the Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards; and the Center’s curriculum and assessment of children’s progress.  Provide evidence through samples such as daily/weekly lesson plans dated in the current year.  

 Application Section 5: Compliance with State and Federal Regulations

This section provides documentation that the Center operates in compliance with applicable state and federal regulations governing the programs available at the Center.

Application Section 6: Optional Components

This section describes the variety of optional programs and services provided by the Center.

Early Childhood Center of Quality Notice of Commitment
As part of the Kentucky Department of Education process to identify high quality Early Childhood Centers, this notice of commitment must be completed and submitted with the application. An Early Childhood Center of Quality is a freestanding building with dedicated on-site leadership, which provides at a minimum, an integrated state-funded preschool program.    

Please read each statement below concerning the required components. The signatures below constitute agreement that all components are completed. 

· All state-funded preschool classrooms within the Center have implemented the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards and agree to provide documentation of use.

· Accreditation from one of the following accrediting groups has been achieved or is being pursued by and a copy of the certificate or documentation of pursuit is provided.  

· National Association for the Education of Young Children Accreditation (NAEYC)

· AdvancED (formerly known as SACS Accreditation
· Participation in KIDS NOW STARS Quality Rating System in centers that include childcare programs within the facility.
· All Center state-funded preschool classrooms include children with disabilities. Special education services are provided to each child in accordance with the Individual Education Program (IEP).  Center philosophy reflects support of integrated therapy and inclusion in the regular classroom is strongly recommended for all students, except when only absolutely necessary and identified in IEP
· Services for deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired students are provided at the center.
· All instructional staff participate in customized professional development.

· Center has a dedicated, on-site administrator whose primary job responsibility is the daily administration of the center’s programs.

· Center programs and services meet all applicable state and federal regulations.

· The on-site administrator and staff agree that if the Center is designated as an Early Childhood Center of Quality, they will provide on-site consultation and mentoring of other early childhood professionals who work with children with disabilities, including children with sensory impairments, in inclusionary settings.  

The district and Center administration agree that if the Center is designated as an Early Childhood Center of Quality, they will uphold and maintain all required components that define an Early Childhood Center of Quality for the duration of the designation as such.

___________________________________________


___________________

Name of District 






Date

________________________________


____________________________________

District Superintendent or Designee Signature


Center Administrator Signature

________________________________


____________________________________

Preschool Coordinator Signature




Special Education Cooperative Representative

________________________________________
RTC Director Signature

APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER OF QUALITY

2012-2013
	Name of Center


	

	Center Address
	Street



	
	City


	Zip Code

	Telephone
	

	FAX
	

	
	
	

	On-Site Administrator
	

	Email Address
	


	Name of District


	

	Address
	Street



	
	City


	Zip Code

	Telephone
	

	FAX
	

	Special Education Cooperative
	

	
	
	

	Preschool Coordinator
	

	Email Address
	

	Telephone
	

	FAX
	


Submitted by: ______________________________________________________________





Center Administrator Signature




Date
Section 1:  Center Description

1.1 Number of Children and Classrooms

Calculate percentages of children with and without disabilities in each classroom in both AM and PM sessions.
	Teacher
	AM Session

% Special Ed.
	AM Session

% Regular Ed.
	PM Session

% Special Ed.
	PM Session

% Regular Ed.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


1.2
Total Number of Children by Category for Center

	Number of Children Enrolled in Center

· Check here if full day
	Number of Children

AM               PM
	Number of Classrooms

AM        PM

	Total number of all preschool children enrolled
Includes children with disabilities, at-risk, tuition & district funded children
	
	
	
	

	Total number of state-funded preschool children 

 Includes children with disabilities and at-risk
	
	
	


	Total number of state-funded preschool children with disabilities

Enter the total number of preschool children with an IEP served by the Center
	
	
	

	Early Childhood Class 

Enter the total number of preschool children who receive preschool services at the Center in a regular preschool classroom (51% or more children in the classroom have no disabilities)
	
	
	

	Special Education Special Class
Enter the total number of preschool children with disabilities who receive preschool services at the Center in special education classrooms (50% or more children in the classroom have an IEP)
	
	
	

	Itinerant Services

 Enter the total number of preschool children who receive preschool services at home, off-campus childcare, or other community setting
	
	
	

	Services for deaf/hard of hearing and/or blind/visually impaired students are provided or available at the center   __Yes    __No

If services are contracted, list provider (must be KDE approved). ____________________________________________________


	 
	
	


1.3
Physical Description of Center

Attach a sketch or floor plan of the Center, indicating all classrooms, multi-purpose rooms, etc.  (Do not submit blueprints) 

1.4 Staffing of Center (May attach additional sheet if needed) 

List all preschool instructional staff for programs operating at the Center.  Attach additional sheet if needed.
	Name
	Title/Position
	Years of Early Childhood Experience
	Certification / Credential

& Educational Level

(IECE, letter of exemption, BA, BS, AA, CDA, etc.)


	PD Training Level

(refer to attached ‘Training Levels’)


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


1.5   Parent / Family Handbook 

Attach a copy of the Center’s Parent / Family Handbook with the mission statement and philosophy of early childhood education highlighted.  In the spaces below, include how KYECS Parent Guides are implemented and any additional comments:
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


1.6
Classrooms of Excellence   Indicate below the status of preschool classrooms.

· All preschool classrooms are Classrooms of Excellence. 

(
Some preschool classrooms are Classrooms of Excellence.  List classrooms below.

	Name of Classroom Teacher

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


(
    Applications are in process for Classrooms of Excellence.  List classrooms below.

	Name of Classroom Teacher

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


(
    No classrooms are designated or pending designation as a Classroom of Excellence.
Section 2:  Professional Development

2.1 List 2012-2013  Professional Development Activities for Preschool staff

	Professional Development Topic/Event
	Date of Event
	Number Participated or Anticipated to Attend

	
	Certified
	Paraeducators

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2.2 Describe process for determining professional development needs for Center staff, including how PD is individualized according to the staff’s individual PD training levels 

(see Section 1.3):

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.3 Identify resources used for professional development:  List resources below
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2.3 Professional Development:  
Check all that apply, referring to information provided in Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3.

	( Professional Development is aligned with the KDE/KBE goals and priorities, Kentucky’s Standards and Indicators for School Improvement, and Kentucky Experienced Teacher or Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium Standards or Professional/Job standards.
	
	( Professional Development is data-driven and results-driven.

	
	
	

	( Professional Development is job-embedded and includes follow-up.
	
	( Professional Development fosters an effective learning community, which supports a culture and climate conducive to performance excellence.

	
	
	

	( Professional Development focuses on what learners are to know and be able to do to support student learning and well being based on the Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Kentucky’s Early Childhood Standards.


	
	( Professional Development facilitates the removal of barriers to learning in an effort to meet each student’s needs.

	
	
	

	( Professional Development actively engages learners in the use of effective, varied, research- and evidence- based practices to improve student and staff performance and reduce barriers to learning.
	
	( Professional Development is planned collaboratively and organized to maximize the collaborative use of all available resources to support high student and staff performance.

	
	
	

	( Professional Development develops leadership capacity of teachers, administrators, council members and others in the school community.
	
	( Professional Development fosters a comprehensive, long-range change process that communicates a clear purpose, directions, and action plan to support teaching and learning.

	( Professional Development is grounded in the critical attributes of adult pedagogy.

	
	


Section 3: National or Regional Accreditation (Attach copy of certificate to application)
Type of Accreditation:  (Check all that apply) (If Center is working towards the Accreditation, please type “pursuing” in the space for Effective Date and the expected date of achievement in the space for Expiration Date.)
· National Association for the Education of Young Children Accreditation (NAEYC)

Effective Date: ________________________________Expiration Date: ________________________

· Southern Association for Colleges and Schools (SACS)

· Evidence of that accreditation includes one of the following:  (Check one)

(
Early Childhood Checklist

(
Accreditation Standards for Infant and Early Childhood Schools

Effective Date: ________________________________Expiration Date: ________________________

Other Accreditations (optional):

Name of accrediting organization: _______________________________________________________________

Effective Date: ________________________________Expiration Date: ________________________

 Include KIDS NOW STARS Quality Rating System for childcare program here: (if working towards, please type ‘0’ for Current level and your expected date of achievement in Effective Date.)

Current STARS level: __________________Effective date: _________________Expiration date:___________________

Section 4:  Implementation of Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, Center’s Curriculum and Assessment

4.1 Kentucky Early Childhood Standards

Describe below the Center’s early childhood curriculum and how the KY Early Childhood Standards are implemented within that curriculum.  Include how the Center staff ensures that all children progress along the developmental continuum of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards. Attach sample standards-based units, projects, and daily/weekly lesson plans (dated in the current year) that verify this implementation and its developmental appropriateness. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4.1a
Meeting individual needs

Provide examples of modifications/accommodations to learning activities used by Center staff to ensure active engagement with the environment for children with mild, moderate and significant disabilities. Please include examples from any children with sensory impairments if applicable in your current enrollment.
	Learning Activity (within Standards Based Unit / Project)
	Modification/Accommodation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4.2
Assessment of Children’s Progress
List each lead teacher by name in column one.  In the second column, identify the classroom instructional instrument.  Each teacher is to summarize, in his/her own words how instructional staff implements the classroom instructional assessment instrument and briefly describe how the assessment results are used in his/her classroom to improve instruction.   Attach additional sheets as needed.
	Lead Teacher: 


	Classroom Instructional Assessment:

	Description of use of results:



	Lead Teacher:


	Classroom Instructional Assessment:

	Description of use of results:



	Lead Teacher:
	Classroom Instructional Assessment:



	Description of use of results:




Section 5:  Compliance with State and Federal Regulations

The Center assures that the state-funded preschool and special education programs are in compliance with applicable state and federal regulations.  The superintendent signed assurances of compliance as part of the Comprehensive District Improvement Plan process.  








_____________________ (Signature of Center administrator)

Section 6:  Optional Components of Center

Check the optional programs/services available at this Center, more than one may be checked.

	(
	Primary education classrooms 
	Number and levels of classrooms: ___P1   ___P2   ___P3 ___P4

                                       (Kindergarten)

	(
	Child care
	Number of children served:
	Implementing the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and Parent Guides   ____Yes   ____No  

Participating in STARS: ( Yes, Number of STARS ___      ( No

	(
	Head Start
	Number of children served:
	Implementing the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and Parent Guides   ____Yes   ____No 

Participating in STARS: ( Yes, Number of STARS ___      ( No

	(
	Early Head Start
	Number of children served:
	Implementing the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and Parent Guides   ____Yes   ____No 

Participating in STARS: ( Yes, Number of STARS ___      ( No

	(
	Tuition-based Preschool
	Number of children served:
	Implementing the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and Parent Guides   ____Yes   ____No 

Participating in STARS: ( Yes, Number of STARS ___      ( No

	(
	Family Literacy Program

Number of families served: 

	(
	Family Resource Center

	(
	Other (Please list):




Send completed application and accompanying documentation to:

Kentucky Department of Education

Division of Early Childhood Development

17th Floor Capital Plaza Tower

500 Mero Street

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Attention: Katie Williams

For inquiries concerning the application process, contact Katie Williams at (502) 564-7056 or katie.williams@education.ky.gov.   

FOR KDE USE ONLY:


Date Received:	__________________





Date Reviewed:	__________________





 Date of On-site:	 __________________





Findings: 


Meets EC Center Criteria


(     Does not meet EC Center Criteria












1

