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Congratulations on achieving designation as an Early Childhood Center of Quality!  As indicated in the Center of Quality application process, the Kentucky Department of Education, Division of Early Childhood Development, proposes to identify at least one Early Childhood Center of Quality in each of the eleven Special Education Cooperative Regions in response to stakeholder recommendations for statewide services to deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired students. Having obtained this designation, your site will serve as a model of practice for other districts in the region and has also completed the initial steps in the application process for identification as an Early Childhood Center of Excellence.

An Early Childhood Center of Excellence must maintain the initial components of a Center of Quality:

· State Funded Preschool Program;

· Customized Professional Development; 

· Inclusive Classrooms:  All services are provided in regular early childhood classrooms through inclusion, and teamwork.  Children receive related services inside the regular classroom, except when individually determined by the ARC committee; 

· Special education services for deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired students are available at the center;

· On-Site, Dedicated Leadership; 

· Participation in STARS for KIDS NOW Quality Rating System for Child Care or Wrap Around services associated to center.

· Working towards receiving National/Regional Accreditation;

· Implementation of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards and the Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards, and 

· Meet all applicable state and federal guidelines.
Continued compliance of the components listed above will be verified through the submission of the required Center of Quality Annual Report. 
In addition to the components listed above, Centers of Excellence must also document:
· Full implementation of the Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Series (BSF) :

·  Kentucky Early Childhood Standards (KYECS) 
· Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards
· Kentucky’s Continuous Assessment Guide (CAG)
· Quality Self Study (QSS) 

· Minimum of a 3 STAR Rating for an attached child care or wrap around service associated to center.

· National/Regional Accreditation
· Minimum combined ECERS-R (Early Childhood Environmental Rating Score-Revised): average Center score of 6.0 with no classroom scoring less than 5.0.  In addition, all classrooms must attain an overall average score of 5.0 and earn a minimum score of 5 for each of the 11 ECERS items pertaining to “substantial portion of the day”; 

· Majority of preschool teachers hold Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education (IECE) certification. 

As indicated above, completion of the ECERS in each preschool classroom and Kentucky’s Quality Self Study of the preschool program will be required for the Center of Excellence application process. This application process is designed to assure that: 1.) only eligible programs formally begin the application process and that

2.) district leaders understand what is involved in seeking and achieving Early Childhood Center of Excellence status. 

By submitting the application, districts make a formal commitment to submit their application materials in a timely manner and be ready to complete on-site verification visits by the KDE Early Childhood Center Review Team.  The information collected in the Application will be used to verify that a program meets the Early Childhood Center of Excellence requirements and it will assist the KDE Early Childhood Center Review Team in planning for the program’s onsite visit(s).  
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Part 1 

Center of Quality Annual Report: include these forms:

· Center Description (Majority teachers hold IECE; Inclusive classrooms*)

· Professional Development*

· Accreditation 
· Implementation of Kentucky Early Childhood Standards*, Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards, Curriculum and Assessment of Children’s Progress 

· Compliance with State and Federal Regulations

· Optional Components   (Optional programs and services provided by the Center)
· Multi-media presentation of the center and preschool program (optional).

(*More detail, including narratives, required in Center of Excellence application process, see Parts 2-6 below)

Part 2 

Implementation of Kentucky Early Childhood Standards (KYECS)

· Provide examples of documentation of implementation of The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards in classroom planning, curriculum and materials in the center’s preschool classrooms.  Documentation may include narratives of preschool teachers’ understanding and implementation of KYECS through planning notes, lesson plans used daily &/or weekly, other materials, etc.   Lesson plans should be dated in the current year. Also include how Parent Guides are shared with families and implemented in the preschool program.

Part 3 

Implementation of Kentucky Continuous Assessment Guide (CAG)

· Provide examples of implementation of The Continuous Assessment Guide document in planning and the curriculum in the preschool classrooms.  Documentation may include narratives of preschool teachers’ understanding and implementation of the continuous assessment tool used and the impact of the data / results in their classroom planning.  Also include how children’s progress is shared with families.

Part 4 

Implementation of Kentucky Quality Self Study for Early Childhood Programs (QSS)

· Provide a completed Quality Self Study Checklist.  All indicators checked as not met should include action plans.  Examples of how indicators are being addressed which are “in process” or “met” should also be included.  (Attach completed Kentucky Quality Self-Study document.)
Part 5 

Individualization of professional development for preschool staff

· Provide examples of how the needs of the staff, individual growth plans, etc. are used in making professional development decisions.

Part 6

Inclusive Early Childhood settings

· Majority of classrooms meet the Office of Special Education Programs definition of an early childhood setting (51% or more of the children enrolled in a classroom do not have an IEP)

· Provide examples of implementation of planning, instructional, and environmental strategies to meet the needs of all children in an inclusive setting.
Part 7
Understanding of the Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Series
· Provide a narrative to demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of the 3 tools comprised in the Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Series and the connection between those 3 tools.

Other documents required for application include:

· Completed ECERS-R (Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale-Revised) for each preschool classroom.

· All preschool classrooms in the center must demonstrate a combined average ECERS-R score of 6.0 or higher.

· No preschool classroom may demonstrate an ECERS-R score of 5.0 or less.

· All preschool classrooms must obtain a minimum score of 5 for all ECERS items that pertain to “substantial portion of the day” (include ECERS-R item numbers: 3, 5, 15, 19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 34, and 35).

Scoring Rubric for the Center of Excellence application process may be found on the KDE website with application forms.

Send completed application and accompanying documentation to:





Kentucky Department of Education

  Division of Early Childhood Development

  17th Floor Capital Plaza Tower

  500 Mero Street

  Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

  Attention: Katie Williams
For inquiries concerning the application process, contact Katie Williams at (502) 564-7056 or Katie.williams@education.ky.gov.   

Early Childhood Center of Excellence Notice of Commitment
As part of the Kentucky Department of Education process to identify high quality Early Childhood Centers, this notice of commitment must be completed and submitted with the application. An Early Childhood Center of Excellence is a freestanding building with dedicated on-site leadership, which provides at a minimum, an integrated state-funded preschool program.    

Please read each statement below concerning the required components. The signatures below constitute agreement that all components are completed. 

· All state-funded preschool classrooms within the Center have fully implemented the Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Series and agree to provide documentation of use.

· Accreditation from one of the following accrediting groups has been achieved and a copy of the certificate is provided.  

· National Association for the Education of Young Children Accreditation (NAEYC)

· AdvancED (formerly known as SACS Accreditation)
· Participation in KIDS NOW STARS Quality Rating System in centers that include childcare programs within the facility.

· All Center state-funded preschool classrooms include children with disabilities. Special education services are provided to each child in accordance with the Individual Education Program (IEP).  Center philosophy reflects support of integrated therapy and is flexible so as to meet an individual child’s needs for special education services provided outside the classroom.

· Services for deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired students are provided at the center.

· All instructional staff participate in customized professional development.

· Center has a dedicated, on-site administrator whose primary job responsibility is the daily administration of the center’s programs.

· Center programs and services meet all applicable state and federal regulations.

· Teachers utilize students’ continuous assessment results in individual classroom planning.
· The program demonstrates a minimum combined average Early Childhood Environmental Rating Score of 6.0 of all preschool classrooms with no classroom scoring less than 5.0.
· The majority of the preschool teachers hold IECE certification. 
· The on-site administrator and staff agree that if the Center is designated as an Early Childhood Center of Excellence, they will provide on-site consultation and mentoring of other early childhood professionals who work with children with disabilities, including children with sensory impairments, in inclusionary settings.  

The district and Center administration agree that if the Center is designated as an Early Childhood Center of Excellence, they will uphold and maintain all required components that define an Early Childhood Center of Excellence for the duration of the designation as such.

___________________________________________


___________________

Name of District 






Date

________________________________


____________________________________

District Superintendent or Designee Signature


Center Administrator Signature

________________________________


____________________________________

Preschool Coordinator Signature




Special Education Cooperative Representative

________________________________________

RTC  Director Signature
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	Name of Center


	

	Center Address
	Street



	
	City


	Zip Code

	Telephone
	

	FAX
	

	
	
	

	On-Site Administrator
	

	Email Address
	


	Name of District


	

	Address
	Street



	
	City


	Zip Code

	Telephone
	

	FAX
	

	Special Education Cooperative
	

	
	
	

	Preschool Coordinator
	

	Email Address
	

	Telephone
	

	FAX
	


Submitted by: ______________________________________________________________





Center Administrator Signature




Date

FOR KDE USE ONLY:


Date Received:	__________________





Date Reviewed:	__________________





 Date of On-site:	 __________________





Findings: 


Meets EC Center Criteria


(     Does not meet EC Center Criteria
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