

Implementation of Common Core Standards and the Ungraded Primary Program

(The Kentucky Department of Education has adopted the new Common Core Standards.  You can learn more about these Standards by visiting www.corestandards.org.)
The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the national Governors Association Center for Best Practice (NGA) developed the Standards in collaboration with teachers, school administrators and experts. The Common Core Standards provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare students for college and the workforce. The Standards are:
· Aligned with college and work expectations;

· Clear, understandable and consistent; 

· Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills; 

· Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards; 

· Informed by other top performing countries, so that all students are prepared to succeed in a global economy and society; and 

· Evidence-based.
The Common Core Standards, when implemented along with the seven critical attributes of the Primary Program, ensure that each student is building the foundation for both academic and social success. 

Kentucky’s Primary Program is centered on seven critical attributes: continuous progress, developmentally appropriate educational practices, multiage and multiability classrooms, authentic assessment, qualitative reporting methods, professional teamwork, and positive parent involvement. 
· Continuous progress means that each student is expected and allowed to progress through the primary school program at his/her own pace of learning, recognizing that all individuals learn at different developmental rates. Students are allowed sufficient time to practice and to have specific skills re-taught and are not pushed ahead so quickly that they miss important skills and information. Students are not held back in any area if they are ready to move ahead. 
· Developmentally appropriate practices mean that students are taught based upon their individual readiness for the content, skill or instructional approach. They are both challenged and given enough time to practice what they learn as they learn it. The needs of the whole student (physical, social, intellectual, emotional and aesthetic/artistic) are addressed. 
· Multiage/multiability grouping means that students are grouped in the school for learning in much the same way as children participate in groups within their family or community, rather than solely by the student’s age. In some instances, the groupings are based on common interests, talents or individual learning needs.  Students also may be grouped so they have the opportunity to observe, learn from and model the skills of other students. Groupings are flexible and may change during the school day. Younger students stretch academically as they work with older classmates. The learning of older students is reinforced when they share what they know with younger students. Individualized instruction is promoted for all students. 
· Authentic assessment is the ongoing documentation of what students learn and do in their day-to-day classroom activities.  Authentic assessment includes teacher’s notes on what he/she observes a student doing in class, work samples, logs of books read, projects completed, experiments conducted, information obtained from conferences with parents, and other methods. Detailed evidence is provided about what children are learning and what they can do with what they learn. Teachers use this information to adjust current individual learning experiences for students and to plan instruction appropriate for each student. 
· Qualitative reporting means that a student’s progress is communicated to the child and to his or her family in a manner that focuses on the growth and development of the whole student.  The goal is to provide a comprehensive progress report that incorporates information from multiple sources. The strengths and needs of individual students are emphasized. 
· Professional teamwork means that all school staff (teachers, administrators, specialty teachers, teacher assistants, etc.) talk and plan together on a regular basis. By problem-solving together and sharing their professional talents and skills, school staff are able to provide a better learning environment for students. 
· Positive parent involvement means that schools actively seek to increase parent participation as partners in supporting their child’s learning. A trusting partnership is built between the parents and teachers at the school. Communication, understanding and exchange of information between the school and home are established for the benefit of the child.

It is the responsibility of individual School Based Decision Making (SBDM) councils to determine the organization and structure of its Primary Program including the extent to which multiage groupings are utilized to implement the critical attributes.  This flexibility is intentional. It gives schools and districts the ability to do what is necessary to meet the individual needs of all students.  
The Kentucky Core Academic Standards which are presented in as a grade-by-grade level document do not discontinue the seven critical attributes that are necessary for successful implementation of the Ungraded Primary Program.  With the flexibility to design programs, the SBDM Council in each school should continue, through school policy and planning, to implement the Kentucky Core Academic Standards while structuring its Ungraded Primary Program within statutory requirements to accomplish the goal of individual student success.

The Kentucky Core Academic Standards establish what students need to learn, but they do not dictate how teachers should teach. Instead, schools and teachers will decide how to best help students reach the Standards.  The aim of the Standards is to make the foundational essentials clear. The Standards set grade-level expectations for student learning. Responsive teachers are aware of their students’ needs and acknowledge what standards have or have not been mastered. Instructional tasks should be designed to meet each student’s individual needs. Students who already have mastered a particular standard or set of standards should be accelerated, and those who have not done so should be provided with the appropriate supports/interventions. It will be up to schools and teachers to determine what is developmentally appropriate for each student. 
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