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	Early Childhood Center of Quality


	Early Childhood Center of Excellence

	Stand-alone facility
	Stand-alone facility

	Participation of participating in STARS Quality Rating System for Child Care or Wrap Around Program included in center.
* Participation is defined as a facility that is actively working with a STARS Quality Coordinator, has signed a letter of commitment for becoming STAR Rated, and has an active improvement plan with their STARS Quality Coordinator.  By year 2 of receiving COQ recognition, the wrap-around child care must have at least a 1 STAR quality rating and continue to participate (either staying at a 1 STAR or increasing their quality throughout the 5 year recognition of COQ).
	Minimum Level 3 STARS for Child Care or Wrap Around Program included in center.

	On-Site, dedicated leadership
	On-Site, dedicated leadership

	Inclusive classrooms

· Majority of classrooms meet the Office of Special Education Programs definition of an early childhood setting
	Inclusive classrooms

· Majority of classrooms meet the Office of Special Education Programs definition of an early childhood setting

	National/regional accreditation is being pursued and must be reached by the third year of receiving the COQ recognition. 
	National / regional accreditation 

	Compliance with all state and federal regulations
	Compliance with all state and federal regulations

	Annual professional development reflects appropriate level for individual staff as required in KY’s Early Childhood Professional Development Framework

(See attached ‘Levels of Training’ sheet) and instructional classroom needs, allowing for lead teachers and assistant teachers to participate in some PD together.
	Annual professional development reflects appropriate level for individual staff as required in KY’s Early Childhood Professional Development Framework

(See attached ‘Levels of Training’ sheet) and instructional classroom needs, allowing for lead teachers and assistant teachers to participate in some PD together.

	Services for children with sensory impairments (deaf, hard of hearing, blind, or visually impaired) are available at the center (includes contracted services)
	Services for children with sensory impairments (deaf, hard of hearing, blind, or visually impaired) are available at the center (includes contracted services)

	All services needed by students, regardless of disability, are provided in the regular classroom through:

· Inclusion 

· Teamwork

*Inclusion in the regular classroom is strongly recommended for all students, except when only absolutely necessary and identified in IEP
	All services needed by students, regardless of disability, are provided in the regular classroom through:

· Inclusion 

· Teamwork
*Inclusion in the regular classroom is strongly recommended for all students, except when only absolutely necessary and identified in IEP

	The Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Series is partially implemented:

· The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards

· Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards


	The Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Series is fully implemented:

· The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards

· The Kentucky Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide

· The Kentucky Early Childhood Quality Self-Study

· Parent Guides to the Early Childhood Standards

	All classrooms utilize assessment results in individual classroom planning.
	All classrooms utilize assessment results in individual classroom planning.

	Parent/Family Handbook
	Parent/Family Handbook

	
	In addition to criteria listed above, to be an Early Childhood Center of Excellence, the following criteria must be met:

· Average of preschool classrooms score ECERS-R of 6.0

· All preschool classrooms score ECERS-R minimum of 5.0

· Majority of teachers in state-funded preschool program classrooms hold an IECE certificate


