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Early Entry into Kindergarten 

Determining a Student’s Readiness for School: 
Evaluation Process 

Senate Bill 24 (SB 24), enacted during the 2012 Regular Session, amends KRS 158.030 by requiring each local school board to adopt a policy for parents or guardians to petition the board to enroll a child who does not meet the kindergarten age requirement of turning 5 years of age on or before October 1. It’s important to note the kindergarten age requirement of turning 5 years of age changes to August 1 in the 2017-2018 school year. The policy must include an evaluation process that will help determine a child’s readiness for school. 

· What may the evaluation process include to determine a student’s readiness for school?

· The local school board should develop a process that is consistent with Kentucky’s school readiness definition and ensures children who are not age-eligible for kindergarten demonstrate readiness in all developmental domains (e.g., approaches to learning, health and physical well-being, language and communication development, social and emotional development, cognitive and general knowledge).

· The process should include multiple measures of child’s readiness for school. Multiple measures and sources are essential to making the best decision and are best practice. These measures include, but are not limited to the following:  

· parent observation and input

· data from prior settings, such as child care, state-funded preschool, Head Start and other early childhood programs (i.e., anecdotal records, including observations, should reveal that the student follows group instruction, regulates his/her attention and focus for extended periods and interacts appropriately with peers and adults)

· valid and reliable, research-based assessment of all early childhood domains
· A list of general characteristics of children with high potential. 
· common kindergarten readiness assessment (BRIGANCE© kindergarten screen)

· The process may consider the transition points all children experience.

· School districts should provide training and professional development to kindergarten teachers on the characteristics and needs of young children with high potential.

· May a team be formed to determine a child’s readiness for school?

· A team approach is recommended with membership including teachers, parents, psychologists and district specialists such as the gifted education coordinator. At least one member of the team should represent the district office and have an understanding of early childhood development.
· What might a team consider in order to determine if a child’s ready for school?

· Relevant information from multiple measures and sources should be reviewed to provide the school principal with the best possible recommendation about a child’s readiness for kindergarten. The school is responsible for making final placement decisions.
· Teams should consider children’s readiness in all domains to determine readiness for kindergarten. Children develop at varying rates within the different domains, and some children will exhibit skills far above their age group while others may take longer to demonstrate the same set of skills.  Therefore, uniqueness is to be valued. 

· A school district may advance a student through the primary program when it is determined that it is in the best educational interest of the student.
· May a district charge tuition for a student’s early entry into kindergarten? 

· Yes, this is allowable. If a school district charges tuition for early entrance into kindergarten, meaning enrollment of a child who does not meet the age requirement, the amount of tuition must be the same as the tuition charged to a student who meets the age requirement (Senate Bill 201).
· May a district receive SEEK funding for a student’s early entry into kindergarten?

· Yes, if enrolled according to local policies (Senate Bill 201), districts may count early entrants for funding purposes. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, SEEK will be awarded based on attendance of early entrants. Students must be enrolled according to the district’s required early entrance policy. Districts may continue to consider space and funding in their policies on early entrance into kindergarten. 
· Where can districts find information about appropriate, developmental assessments and standards to help determine readiness?

· The Building a Strong Foundation for School Success Kentucky Early Childhood Continuous Assessment Guide provides information on appropriate assessments for children birth to five.  
· The Kentucky Academic Standards provide a consistent and clear understanding of what children have to learn in the English/language arts and mathematics areas. The standards are grade-specific and begin at the kindergarten level. 
· The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards describe what young children should know and be able to do in all learning domains (birth to 5). The team can use this information as a point of reference in looking at whether the child has attained the entry-level standards. It is expected that a potential candidate for early placement would meet or exceed these standards.
· The Kentucky Early Childhood Standards – Kentucky Core Academic Standards Alignment provides support to teachers as they plan curriculum and instruction for transitioning children.
· The National Association for Gifted Children has developed program standards with input from a variety of stakeholders, providing an important base for all efforts on behalf of gifted learners at all stages of development.

· What other resources are available to districts for determining a child’s readiness for school?

Books

· Social and Emotional Development: Connecting Science and Practice in Early Childhood Settings. Riley, D., R. San Juan, J. Klinkner, & A. Ramminger. St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press, 2008. 
· Enthusiastic and Engaged Learners: Approaches to Learning in the Early Childhood Classroom (Early Childhood Education Series). Hyson, Marilou.  New York: Teachers College Press, 2008.
· Socially Strong, Emotionally Secure: 50 Activities to Promote Resilience in Young Children. Bruce, Nefertiti Bruce and Karen B. Cairone.  Silver Spring, MD: Gryphon House, 2011.
· Your Gifted Child: How to Recognize and Develop the Special Talents in Your Child from Birth to Age Seven. Smutny, Joan Franklin and Kathleen Veekner and Stephen Veekner. New York: Random House, 1989.

· Growing Up Gifted: Developing the Potential of Children at School and at Home, Eighth Edition.  Clark, Barbara. Pearson, 2012.   

· Re-forming of Gifted Education: Matching the Program to the Child. Rogers, Karen. Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press, 2002.

Websites

· The National Association for the Education of Young Children
· Child Trends What Works: School Readiness

· 
Getting Ready: School Readiness Indicators Initiative
· Collaborative Center for Literacy Development Early Childhood Resources

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/resources.php" 

Kentucky Center for Mathematics Resources

· 
American Association for Gifted Children at Duke University

· 
A Nation Deceived: How America Holds Back its Best and Brightest Students, Volume I
For more information contact:

Rebecca Atkins
Kentucky Department of Education


" 
Rebecca.Atkins-Stumbo@education.ky.gov


(502) 564-7056
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