DESCRIPTION

Write to
Learn/

Web based testing for writing
components and reading
comprehension

Cause and effect, compare and
contrast, expository,
autobiographical, workplace
writing, persuasive

3 prompts per grade/administered
progressively throughout the year

Writing
Roadmap

Designed to evaluate and build
writing skills through repeated
practice and immediate feedback

On Demand instructional tools
Teachers can assign writing
prompts or create their own

Informative/expository, narrative,
descriptive , persuasive

Learning Essay prompts (pre-established or
Express created by teacher)
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Writing Assessments

TYPE OF

ASSESSMENT

Benchmark
Progress
monitoring

Progress
monitoring

Diagnostic,
Benchmark

GRADE
LEVEL

6-12

Grades
3-12
plus
college

Grades
3-12

SKILLS/

REPORT FORMAT/RESULTS TYPE
STANDARDS
ASSESSED

Assessed for meaning
and mechanics

Automated online scoring and reporting,
clear visual feedback

Scores on 6 traits of writing

Idea development and
content, organization,
voice, word choice,
conventions, fluency

Automated essay scoring and immediate
feedback using either holistic or analytical
scoring guide

Meaning,
development,

Holistic and diagnostic scoring within five
days by the nation's leading provider of



Narrative, expository, and
persuasive essay prompts available

Multiple choice test questions for
organization/focus/sentence
structure/mechanics and
conventions

Targeted writing assessments
based on your state rubrics and
standards, customized to meet
your assessment needs

Paper-and-pencil or online

administration

Multiple choice test provides
feedback to refine instruction

Discovery
Education
(formerly
thinklink)

Many of the questions are related to
writing content, structure, conventia

Practice probes available to meet
students’ specific skills needs

Web-based assessment

Teachers choose prompts, set
assignments, and activate student
tools. Self paced.

Teachers manage revision process
by selecting Writer’s Handbooks
and feedback for their students.
Teachers can comment on
submitted essays through private

Criterion
Online
Writing
Evaluation

ETS
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Progress K-12
monitoring

Benchmark

Diagnostic, 4-12
progress

monitoring

organization, language
use and conventions

Reading and writing
skills

College readiness test
available

Grammar, Usage and
Mechanics

Style

Organization &
Development

professional hand-scoring services

Scoring that provides extensive data to
make informed decisions at the district,

school, and classroom levels

Web-based reporting that provides holistic,
diagnostic, comparative, and longitudinal
reports to track student, school, and district

progress

Authentic exemplars and detailed score
explanations that enhance writing

instruction

Automated online scoring and reporting of
multiple choice questions

Instant/computerized feedback



Writing Assessments

message boards or notes within
essays.

LVERVGTER  One writing prompt in each of Benchmark 3-12
S B the four modes of discourse Progress
Riverside (descriptive, narrative, monitoring
Publishing
expository, persuasive)
50 minute assessment
Reflects the important stages of the
writing process: prewriting,
composing, and editing
(descriptive, narrative, Benchmark 3.5-12
expository, persuasive) and progress
monitoring
TOWL Overall Writing, Contrived Writing,  diagnostic Ages 9-
Test of and Spontaneous Writing 17

Written
Language

seven subtests
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assess students’
abilities to generate,
organize and express
ideas in a variety of
written forms

Mechanics & “ability
to communicate
effectively in writing”
Conventional,
linguistic, and
conceptual aspects of
students' writing.

Hand, local, and central scoring options
available

Reflects the important stages of the writing
process: prewriting, composing, and editing

Offers two scoring methods: focused
holistic and analytic scoring

Scoring protocol and anchor papers
available

Holistic and analytical scoring

Scored by teachers using scoring materials
provided by vendor



