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The transition from the Commonwealth Accountability and Testing System, or CATS, (which included KCCT) to the Unbridled Learning College and Career Ready for All Accountability System, which includes the Kentucky Performance Rating of Educational Progress (K-PREP) and the QualityCore® End of Course (QC EOC) assessments, has impacted some of the question types students will encounter on Kentucky’s summative assessments. This addendum is designed to supplement the existing question writing guidance released by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) to reflect these new question types. This information will be incorporated into a complete revision of Developing Quality Open Response and Multiple Choice Items for the Classroom once standards have been approved and implemented in all content areas.

Extended and Constructed Response Questions

Beginning with the 2012 K-PREP and QC EOC assessments the term ‘open response’ will no longer be used to describe a type of open-ended question where students will be asked to construct their own answer. The term ‘extended response’ will now be used to describe this type of question. Note that this change represents a difference in terminology rather than a fundamental change in how the items are constructed and scored. 

The guidelines for writing and scoring ‘open-response’ questions that are given in KDE’s Developing Quality Open Response and Multiple Choice Items for the Classroom still apply to the writing and scoring of K-PREP extended response questions. This document is available from http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional+resources/curriculum+documents+and+resources/teaching+tools/developing+quality+open+response+and+multiple+choice+items+for+the+classroom.htm

‘Constructed response’ is the term used to describe the open-ended questions that are incorporated into the ACT QualityCore® assessment. The ACT QualityCore® is the assessment that is used as Kentucky’s End of Course assessment for high school in Biology, U.S. History, Algebra II  and English II. Information about the configuration and scoring of these questions varies with the subject and is available from the ACT QualityCore® Assessment Blueprint. Teachers of these courses should contact the Assessment Coordinator for their school or district to be given access to the appropriate test blueprint. 

Sample constructed response items for the End of Course assessments are available from http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Link+to+Released+Items/Sample+Assessment+Items+for+End-of-Course.htm


	Question Type
	Extended Response
	Constructed Response

	Assessment where this question type appears?
	K-PREP
	ACT QualityCore® End of Course assessment

	How are student responses scored?
	Four point holistic rubric.
	Varies. See the ACT QualityCore® Test Blueprint specific to that subject

	Where is item development information available?
	KDE’s Developing Quality Open Response and Multiple Choice Items for the Classroom, which also contains information on rubric development.
	This is currently proprietary information of the assessment vendor.

	Response format?
	One page
Sample answer response spaces are available on the KDE website. To access, enter “KPREP Administration Materials” in the search box on the KDE homepage.

	2-3 pages, depending on subject



Short Answer (SA) Questions

Short answer (SA) questions will appear on the K-PREP beginning in 2012. This question type is new to Kentucky’s assessment. The following information summarizes the guidelines for item development that is used to construct SA items for the K-PREP. Following these guidelines will help teachers ensure their classroom assessments are constructed and scored similarly to the SA items that appear on the K-PREP. 

·  SA items present a question and students write the answer and/or show their work related to that question.

· In most SA tasks students will be asked to show their work and/or briefly explain how their answer was determined.

· Typical SA items will take from three to five minutes for students to complete.

· The student is given about 1/3 of a page to write an answer.

· SA items are worth a maximum of two points each. 

· SA items are scored by a two point holistic scoring rubric.

Sample SA items in Reading and Mathematics can be downloaded from: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/Link+to+Released+Items/Sample+Assessment+Items+for+K-PREP.htm


Sample rubric for a short answer question:

	Score Point
	Description

	2
	Student completes all parts of the question and communicates ideas clearly. Student demonstrates an understanding of the concepts and/or processes. Student provides a correct answer using an accurate explanation as support.

	1
	Student provides a partially correct answer to the question and/or addresses only a portion of the question. Student demonstrates a partial understanding of the concepts and/or processes.

	0
	Student’s response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

	Blank
	Student gives no response at all.




Multiple Choice Questions

Multiple choice (selected response) questions will continue to be included in Kentucky’s assessment program. The guidance for development multiple response items that is given in Developing Quality Open Response and Multiple Choice Items for the Classroom remains valid and useful for developing classroom multiple choice questions.
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