2014 Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant Q&A

Q. Are schools that already have Math Achievement Fund grants eligible to apply this year?
A. Yes.  All elementary schools with primary grade levels are eligible to apply for the current MAF RFA.


Q.  Do schools who currently have the MAF grant need to reapply?
A. Yes.  All current Mathematics Achievement Fund grant schools need to reapply for the current RFA.


Q.  What is a blind copy? 
A. A blind copy is the original application that does not contain any identifying information (i.e., district name, school name, county, individual names, etc.).  See “Submission of Application” in the RFA on page 10 for how to save both versions of the application.  It is recommended to use the black highlighting tool to hide any identifying information before saving the application as a pdf. 
 
 
Q.  Is MAP considered a Universal Screener that meets the requirements of this grant?
A. Yes.  MAP is a Universal Screener that can be used for the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant.


Q.  I see that the Kentucky Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant application says KDE expects to fund approximately 100 schools at a minimum of $41,000 per year. Is there a cap on the amount of funds individual schools can request? The cost of a full-time, highly qualified teacher is higher than $41,000 in most cases, so can a school request funding to cover the entire cost of the teacher’s salary/fringes?
A. All grants should be written with a budget of $41,000. 


Q. Can the grant award money be used entirely on a math intervention teacher’s salary?
A. Yes.  However, the school will need to provide additional funds to meet the requirements of the grant, including professional learning, program cost, etc.


Q.  Can you check and see how much additional money each school would have to contribute towards this position?  I know that with the RTA grant that we have to use some of our SBDM funds to pay for the position. 
A. The amount of additional funds the school would have to contribute depends on several factors, including teacher salary, program selected, professional learning opportunities, etc.  Each school would need to determine this amount based on these factors.  The Kentucky Center for Mathematics has provided research on their website for each of the approved programs. 


Q. I’m writing you concerning the MAF grant.  I am currently teaching 5th-6th grade math.  Of my twelve previous years of experience, eight of those have been teaching math in grades 5-8.  The other four years were spent as a curriculum coach/RTI teacher.  Our school is applying for the MAF grant, and my principal has asked me about serving as the MIT teacher.  During my years as curriculum coach/RTI teacher, I worked with all grades in our elementary building, K-6.   Although my years as a classroom teacher were grades 5-8, would my years as curriculum coach/RTI teacher serve as the required three years of primary experience?
A. If the teacher has directly provided instruction to primary students on a full-time regular basis for 3 years, he or she may serve as the mathematics intervention teacher.


Q. Is NWEA MAP considered an appropriate universal screener?  We intend to apply for the grant and need to consider if MAP (which we currently purchase) would be acceptable as a screener for identifying students for intervention or if we would need to acquire an additional screener. 
A. Yes.  MAP is a Universal Screener that can be used for the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant.


Q. Why isn't Compass Learning included in the list of acceptable intervention programs?
A.  The grant approved programs are Add+Vantage MR, Assessing Math Concepts by Kathy Richardson, Do the Math by Marilyn Burns, Math Recovery, and SRA Number Worlds.


Q. I noticed for the Math Perspectives Developing Math Concepts program that in the program description it is recommended small group size of 6-10 students.  In the Professional Learning Program Cost only 25 AMC Anywhere student software licenses are included.  Is this suggesting that group sizes would be smaller and that we would only be working with 25 students at any given time in small group settings? 
A. Group sizes would be determined based on the program selected and the how the mathematics intervention teacher’s time is used during the school day.  

Q.  I am confused with the front page.  In the first "section" I would put district name and address, but who would be the contact - the superintendent or grant writer? 
A. It will be up to the district to choose the contact person.



Q. In the second "section", it asks for project coordinator.  Would that be the grant writer or principal?  Would the agency be the school district?  Do I list the address of the district again or for the school? 
A. Please list the person coordinating the grant application process.  The agency would be the school district, but also the list the school name with the school address.


Q. On the top of page 3 it states:
Students that receive mathematics interventions must be in the primary program and identified as struggling with meeting grade level or benchmark expectations for mathematics. Could you please clarify primary program for us? Does it pertain to specific grade levels?
A. The Mathematics Achievement Fund is for Kindergarten through 3rd grade students.


Q. I have a question regarding the KY Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant- is there a continuation of this grant for schools that have previously received it?
A.  No. All current Mathematics Achievement Fund grant schools need to reapply for the current RFA.


Q.  Can we use two programs:  Math Recovery as a 1:1 intervention during the morning hours and Add+Vantage MR for small groups in the afternoon?
A. Yes.


Q.  Our district has a resource person who is qualified to provide training for AVMR and Math Recovery. For our schools who select these programs, must the MIT attend training provided by KCM, or may our local person provide the training? 
A.  The district would need to provide the Kentucky Department of Education with proof of the trainer’s qualifications for training of the selected program for approval.


Q.  I am writing to ask is there a scoring rubric for the MAF Grant.  If so, how may I receive a copy of it?
A.  The Evaluation Criteria on pages 11-13 of the RFA will serve as the Scoring Rubric.


Q.  On Part 3:  Is this specifically talking about the grant program I have selected, Add+ Vantage MR? or do I include the school RTI tiered intervention program as a whole?
A. Discuss how the program, along with the RTI tiered interventions will be used to determine student eligibility, interventions and student movement.


Q.  Do the Math Jr is set for release July 2015.  This addition to the DO the Math Program is for grades K and 1.  Will it be a part of the Do the Math in this grant opportunity allowing us to write for Do the Math implementation in grades K-3? 
A.  For this RFA, the grant approved programs are Add+Vantage MR, Assessing Math Concepts by Kathy Richardson, Do the Math by Marilyn Burns, Math Recovery, and SRA Number Worlds.


Q.  On the previous MAF math grant, if a MIT’s salary was supplemented by another source such as Title I, the MIT also served 4th and 5th graders for a limited amount of time in respect to the amount supplemented to his/her salary. Is this still ok or will the MIT only be able to work with K-3 regardless of supplemental money for salary? 
A. The Mathematics Achievement Fund is for Kindergarten through 3rd grade students.


Q. Is there a template available for the MAF grant?
A. No


Q.  Since the deadline to submit applications is October 9, may districts use 2013-2014 KPREP assessment data in their grant application? 
A.  Yes. 


Q. If the school is planning the use of MAF grant monies only to pay for the Certified Permanent Salary, is that the only part which needs to be filled in on the Budget Summary Form?
A. Yes, but the budget narrative should explain how the district or school will provide funding to meet the requirements of the grant.


Q. If so, can other areas planning to be paid for by the district (MUNIS codes) be discussed in the budget narrative?
A.  The budget narrative should explain how the district or school will provide funding to meet the requirements of the grant.


Q.  Do you know why schools that currently have the Math Grant are being required       to submit a new application?
A. The Mathematics Achievement Fund grants provide renewable, two-year local grants to school districts.




Q. Could  schools who currently have MAF grants possibly receive bonus points for showing successful implementation of the current MAF? 
A. No.  The Mathematics Achievement Fund RFA does not provide bonus point opportunities.


Q. Can teachers that have worked as Title 1 teachers qualify to teach under the math grant? We have a teacher that has been working with primary as a math interventionist, but she works as the Title 1 teacher for the entire school so we wondered if she could serve as our Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant teacher. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. If the teacher has directly provided instruction to primary students on a full-time regular basis for 3 years, he or she may serve as the mathematics intervention teacher.  The Mathematics Achievement Fund is for Kindergarten through 3rd grade students, so the teacher will only be allowed to work with primary students.


Q. Clarification of the technology limit?
A. Software is a separate munis code, $2,500.00 per year, not over $5,000.00 for the lifetime of the grant.


Q. Assurance statement clarification?
A. It is on the title page, grant awardees will receive a yearly assurance statement from the KDE after grants are awarded.


Q. Clarification on the budget?
A. Discuss in the budget and then the budget narrative. The budget and budget narrative do not count in the 20 pages.


Q. Is it ok to discuss other supplemental programs that the school is currently implementing?
A. Yes, but be clear in the application that the MAF grant is focused on the grant approved programs. 


Q. If the student is still not meeting the benchmark after the 30 week program, would that be a referral?
A. Depends on the school process, but the process needs to be explained in the appropriate section of the grant application.


Q. If we are a current MAF school, do we write the grant like we already have it or not?
A. The school can decide whether or not to indicate their current MAF grant status in the new application.  If you currently have the MAF, show in your data and application the success you have had with the grant.


Q. Do we just include the $41,000.00 in the budget narrative?
A. No, the budget narrative should include any expenses related to the program. It is about showing what the school is bringing to the table.


Q. If schools want to use AVMR as their assessment documentation, and another program (i.e. Do The Math…) for their main intervention, could the district provide that aspect of support since it would not be the primary source of instruction?
A. If a school plans on using Add+Vantage MR as their assessment documentation and an additional program assessment, the school would need to write their application to reflect both assessments.


Q. For Part 4 question 4.5, I’m not completely sure what should be included there.  Could you give me some ideas or suggestions or examples?
A.  For Part 4.5, explain how the MIT will receive ongoing professional learning experiences to benefit the mathematics intervention program at the school. 


Q.  When choosing the program that we will implement is it possible to choose MR and AVMR? Would MR cover both, since we use MR in a 1-1 setting and AVMR in small group settings?
A. If a school plans on implementing both Math Recovery and Add+Vantage MR, the school would need to write their application to reflect both grant approved programs.


Q.  Can tables be included in the narrative? 
A. Yes.  Text contained within charts/graphs may be 10-point font.


Q. Can/should schools that currently have the grant indicate this in their application? 
A.  The school can decide whether or not to indicate their current MAF grant status in the new application.  If you currently have the MAF, show in your data and application the success you have had with the grant.


Q. Parts 2.3 and 5.3 are very similar. Is the difference only that one is an explanation about the program while the other is strictly about the teacher impact?
A. Yes.  Part 2.3 should explain how the identified program will complement the RTI framework at the school and Part 5.3 should describe how the MIT will impact the school’s implementation of RTI.
Q. I also wanted clarification for 5.4 and 4.5. They both ask about sustaining over time. However, is the only difference professional learning vs. interventions? 
A. Yes.  Part 4.5 should explain how professional learning will be sustained and Part 5.4 should describe how the interventions will be sustained. 


Q. Part 4.4 asks to describe how the principal with support the MIT helping other teachers. We wanted to discuss resources that the principal will get beyond the grant's means, so is this a spot for that description? 
A. Yes.  This would be an appropriate place to include those additional resources.


Q. Which munis code should we use for Kentucky Teacher Retirement - munis code 231 is not listed?
A. Munis Code 231 is approved and included in the amendments to the current RFA posted on the KDE website.  The change has been made on the new budget summary form as well.


Q. Just need verification on this issue:  Part 7 is part of the 20 pages, but the School Budget Summary Form and the Detailed School Budget Narrative are not part of the 20 page limit. Correct? 
A. Yes.  Parts 1-7 have a 20-page limit.  The budget summary form and budget narrative are not included in the 20-page limit.


Q. In regards to the cover page, for the district, contact, and address - would this be the superintendent and the project coordinator, agency, address, and phone below that be the principal?  or is the project coordinator - the same as the grant coordinator?
A. Please list the person coordinating the grant application process.  The agency would be the school district, but also the list the school name with the school address.


Q. How much trend data should be included?
A. Recommends 3-5 years


Q. Is grade level percentile okay to use?
A.  Yes, but the application should explain this because it can be difficult to understand. Be sure the reader understands the data.


Q. Should we just talk about K-3 data?
A. Yes, but you could include 4-5 to show long-term effects.

Q. Children that are receiving Special Ed services from another teacher, would it be appropriate for the MIT to work with the Sp Ed Teacher or classroom teacher?
A. It depends. You will have a cross over - rely on RTI team to make this decision....the RFA encourages the MIT to work with all teachers in the building.


Q. I know that 1/2 the interventionist’s time must be spent providing pullout primary RtI. Can the other half day be spent doing RtI for 4th-5th graders or must it be primary also?
A. Please refer back to page 4, #6 in the RFA.  The first part focuses on primary math students/ primary grade students. This grant is intended for primary students, primary grade levels should be the main focus.


Q. If the MIT has already had specific training, should we include the cost of the training?
A. No, but you need to include cost for ongoing professional learning. 


Q. How should sources be noted?
A. The applicant can add a reference page in the attachments. This will not count against your page limits.


Q. Regarding munis codes - what is the difference between 650 and 735 as both are supplies-technology related?
A. The difference is the amount of the purchase. The capitalization threshold is set by each district.


Q. In which munis code does Technology Related Software fit? 
A. 735
