

TO:

Local School Superintendents

FROM:

XXXX


Office of Administration and Support

DATE:

October, 2015
SUBJECT:
NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has selected Kentucky to receive federal funds for the 2014 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants.  Kentucky will receive $437,742 to assist School Food Authorities (SFAs) participating in the National School Lunch Program in purchasing needed equipment to meet the new nutritional standards for schools as required by the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. 
Grant Awards: 

These funds will be awarded via a competitive grant process to SFAs giving priority to high need schools (e.g., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals.  In addition, SFAs must give priority to schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award (e.g., ARRA and the FY 2010, FY 2013, and FY 2014 Agriculture Appropriations Acts).  No grant will be awarded for greater than $25,000 per school. The SFA must have the ability to complete their procurement and expenditure activities by September 30, 2017. 

Grant applications will be limited per SFA as listed below:

	Number of Schools Per SFA
	Maximum Number of Applications per SFA

	1 - 10 
	2

	11 - 20 
	3

	21 - 50
	4

	51 - 150
	5
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Funding Goals:

There are four areas of focus for equipment requests.  Each application must include at least one of the focus areas below and justify it for each piece of equipment requested:

Focus area 1: 
Equipment that improves the quality of school meals.
Focus area 2:  
Equipment that improves the safety of food served in the school meal programs.
Focus area 3:  
Equipment that improves the overall energy efficiency of the school nutrition 



operations.
Focus area 4:   
Equipment used to improve or expand participation in the NSLP and/or School Breakfast 

Program.
Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment.  USDA  regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal  property with a useful life of more than one year and a per unit acquisition of $5,000.

As with all Federal grant funds, equipment procured using NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant funds must be practical and allocable in order to be reasonable and permissible costs. Therefore, using these grant funds to purchase a walk-in freezer for school food service, or a salad  bar, would be an allowable cost, whereas renovation  of the food service area would fall under the category  of construction costs, which must be done by the school district's general fund.

The SFAs receiving these grants must follow the all Federal, State, and Local procurement laws when purchasing equipment with these grant awards.  No piggybacking of previous bid awards will be allowed.

Period of Performance

The performance period for these grants expands over a two-year period. The SFA must have the ability to complete their procurement and expenditure activities by September 30, 2017.
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Reporting Requirements

The grant recipients must submit an activity report outlining the following:

*Type of equipment purchased

*Accomplishments and challenges in expenditure activities

*Impact on the school nutrition operation of purchased equipment

*Potential return of equipment

*The total amount and percentage of administrative costs expended as compared to the total amount allowable for administrative costs

Payment for Grants

Payments will be made on a reimbursement basis up to the award amount.  A copy of the invoice along with equipment serial number and a copy of your cancelled check must be submitted to:
Deanna Tackett, Director

Division of School and Community Nutrition

2301 Capital Plaza Tower

500 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40601
SFA Request for Application 

The attached application must be submitted by the SFA per school, per piece of equipment.  The request may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment.  For these purposes equipment will be defined as an article of nonexpendable, tangible personal property with a useful life of more than one year and a per unit acquisition cost of $5,000.  There are a few exceptions where the amount may be less than $5,000:  examples are milk coolers, refrigerated merchandisers, milk vending machines, kiosks to serve students in other areas of the school.  No grants will be awarded for equipment less than $1,500.

How to Apply:

Submit the application electronically to the following:  
KDERFP@education.ky.gov
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Reporting:

You will be required to report these funds separately.  You may be required to report on the number of jobs created or retained because of this grant.  USDA will provide updates of reporting requirements as they are determined. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jason Kendall at Jason.Kendall@education.ky.gov.  Jason may also be reached at (502) 564-2351.


