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Q. Can I list more than one area of focus for the equipment, because I feel what we are requesting is going to improve many aspects of our food program?
A. You are to only list the priority of focus for which you wish to be scored.   However, your paragraph should contain all the information to describe how your requested equipment is going to improve many aspects of your food program.

Q. Is a dish machine a qualifying piece of equipment?  Also what if a school needs lower cost equipment such as reach in freezer, milk box, warmer, can I request more than one item per school?
A. Yes – a dish machine is a qualifying piece of equipment.  Below is cut and pasted from the RFA.  As you can see, there is no limit on the number of applications that can be submitted per school; but there is a maximum dollar amount that can be awarded per school.  There is, however, a maximum number of applications that can be submitted per district.  The Food Service Director must determine the most qualifying applications to submit to KDE and stay within the maximum per district.
Grant applications will be limited per SFA as listed below:

	Number of Schools Per SFA That Meet the Eligibility Requirements Identified Above
	Maximum Number of Applications per SFA

	1 - 10 
	2

	11 - 20 
	3

	21 - 50
	4

	51 - 150
	5







Q. Good afternoon, I am wondering if we can apply for this round of equipment grant money for a school that has gotten grant money in the past?  It is a school that did not get it in just the most previous awarded grant, but the year 2009 grant I think was the year.
A. I have cut and pasted from the cover page of the RFA.  
Restrictions/Conditions:
The competition is open only to School Food Authorities (public schools/districts, private schools, residential child care institutions) that participate in the National School Lunch Program that are at least 50% or above F/R and did not receive a prior ARRA or NSLP Award.  Districts that submit an application in response to this RFA must comply with Policy Memo SP26-2015 and FNS Terms and Conditions SP26-2015A2 are incorporated herein by reference.

Also under Eligibility Requirements is the following language:  In addition, SFAs may submit applications for schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award (e.g., ARRA of 2009 and the FY 2010, FY 2013, and FY 2014 Agriculture Appropriations Acts). 



Q. We are working on an application for a combi oven for one of our elementary schools. 

For the paragraph, is it best to just write about our focus area (1 Improving the quality of school foodservice meals) or weave in how a combi oven addresses all the focus areas.  Should we also discuss how our food service budget and general fund are not able to purchase a combi oven at this time in the paragraph?

A. Based on the scoring rubric included in the application, you would want to place the most emphasis on the Priority of Focus that will give you the maximum number of points.  However, the Paragraph you write should provide further justification as to why you should receive an award


Q. Do we fill out the scoring portion of page 2 or is that for the purpose of those grading the applications?

A. No – the grant reviewers will use complete the scoring page.  It is included to show you how the applications will be evaluated.



Q. If a school wants to purchase multiple items, I understand that they are to fill out multiple applications.  Then should these multiple applications be combined into one scanned document for submission (see Item 1, page 4 of RFA).  Is that what you mean by “the completed application in its entirety”?  Or does each of the multiple applications for various pieces of equipment count as a completed application “in its entirety”?
A Each individual application should be scanned and submitted separately
Submission of Application
The Kentucky Department of Education must receive in its email inbox the original and blind application by 4:00 pm EDT, Thursday, March 17, 2016.  Applications received after this time and date will not be reviewed or considered for award.  
One original and one blind copy shall be submitted for each application.  Applicants are responsible for contacting the Kentucky Department of Education (at kderfp@education.ky.gov) confirming the receipt of their applications.  Upon response, the KDE will confirm the receipt of the email and attachments (if any). Please note the KDE does open attachments to check for accuracy.

1. Complete one application for each piece of equipment for which you are requesting grant funds.  Scan the completed application in its entirety, including all signatures, to PDF format.  Save the original application as SCN16-District-School Name-Original.  (For example:  Franklin County High School in Franklin County would save the original application as SCN16-Franklin-Franklin Co HS-Original.) 
1. When blinding a copy, the blind copy should not contain identifying words or names of people, districts, counties, or schools.  You may choose to omit this information, use black highlighting in Microsoft Word, or mark through it with a black permanent marker.  Scan the completed blind application it its entirety to PDF format.  The blind copy should not contain identifying words or names of people, districts, counties, or schools. The cover page does not need to be scanned for the blind copy. Save the blind application as SCN16-District-School Name-Blind.  (For example:  Franklin County High School in Franklin County would save the blind application as SCN16-Franklin-Franklin Co HS-Blind.)
· Applications with identifying information may be deemed non-responsive. 
1. To submit applications
· On the subject line of the email, type SCN16/name of district/name of school.
· Email both to KDERFP@education.ky.gov
· The date/time on the received email must be on or before 4:00 pm EDT, Thursday, 
March 17, 2016
· Keep in mind that email coming in to the Kentucky Department of Education is routed for security purposes through multiple networks and servers.  Allow ample time for this and the possibility that email is not always sent or received on the first try.
· Applications not received by the deadline will not be reviewed or considered for award.

Q. Do Kitchen Tables and Booths qualify if they are in disrepair?
A. Equipment Assistance Grants funds ARE NOT TO BE USED for tables and booths.  The grant funds are to be used for kitchen equipment such as ovens, refrigerators, stoves, steamers, etc..

Q. We have 2 schools in our District, can we apply for a grant for each school?
A. Please refer to the RFA.  You must first determine if the two schools in your district meet the eligibility requirements.
Grant applications will be limited per SFA as listed below:

	Number of Schools Per SFA That Meet the Eligibility Requirements Identified Above
	Maximum Number of Applications per SFA

	1 - 10 
	2

	11 - 20 
	3

	21 - 50
	4

	51 - 150
	5




Q. Can installation of equipment be put in to the grant application?
A. Yes


Q. The memo to superintendents says in the “Funding Goals” section that each application must include at least 1 of the focus areas.  The application seems to indicate that only 1 should be chosen. Which is correct?
A. Districts are required to address at least one focus area and will be scored a maximum of 4 points in the focus area category; however, more than one focus area may be spoken to in the paragraph section of the application which is heavily weighted.






Also conflicting is the total number of points that can be awarded, listed on the application as 50.  If an applicant can include all 4 focus areas, then the total would be 56.

The total number of points that can be awarded is 50 broken down as follows:
Maximum for Percentage of F/R Category = 11
Maximum for Equipment = 5
Maximum for Priority of Focus = 4
Maximum for Paragraph = 30
Grand Total = 50


On the second page of the application, what should the applicant fill out, and what should be left blank for the evaluator/reviewer?

The applicant should not fill out anything on the 2nd page.  The 2nd page is provided to show the applicant how the RFA will be scored.

What is the cover page of the application referenced in the submission instructions in the RFA?
This is canned language used for all RFAs.  For this particular Request for Application there is no Cover Page.

We are a CEP District Wide. My percentage of some schools are 100% However, the schools I am applying for are less than that. Will my schools that are less than 100% be counted as 100% since all of my schools are CEP?
The determination is based on each individual school’s percent free and reduced information.  It is not based on the district’s percent free and reduced information.











