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Purpose: The following outlines the eligibility criteria for participation in the FFVP program. 
School Selection Criteria 
The following information is taken from USDA Memo SP 31-2008:
Section 19 of the NSLA sets forth criteria for State agency selection of schools to participate in FFVP as follows: 
· Only elementary schools may participate, both private and public schools;
· Selected schools must also operate the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); 
· RCCIs may participate in the program; however, they must operate an elementary school during the day and participate in the NSLP.
· Each interested school must submit an application for participation in FFVP; 
· Each selected school must have 50 percent or more of its students eligible for free/reduced price meals; 
· Highest priority must be given to schools with the highest percentages of low-income students, to the maximum extent practicable; and 
· The total enrollment of all schools selected in the State must result in a per-student allocation of $50 to $75 per year. 

FFVP Selection Criteria

A number of regulations relate to the definition of an elementary school. The regulatory citations are noted below:
Section 19 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act
(C) 22 ensure that each school selected is an elementary school (as defined in section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801));

20 U.S. Code § 7801 – Definitions
(18) Elementary school 
The term “elementary school” means a nonprofit institutional day or residential school, including a public elementary charter school, that provides elementary education, as determined under State law. 

157.320 Definitions for KRS 157.310 to 157.440
(5) "Elementary school" means a school consisting of the primary school program through grade eight (8) as defined in KRS 158.030, or any appropriate combination of grades within this range, as determined by the plan of organization for schools authorized by the district board;
(15) "Middle school" means a school consisting of grades five (5) through eight (8) or any appropriate combination of grades as determined by the plan of organization for schools authorized by the district board;

Based on the criteria above an elementary school for USDA FFVP eligibility shall be defined as follows:
· Consist of grades 1-4 or any combination thereof; 
· Kindergarten, Head Start and/or preschool may be included as part of an elementary school but will not be considered elementary schools if those are the only grades within a school; these grades are not fully state funded.

· A school may qualify as an elementary school if it contains higher grade levels (e.g., K-12) but it at least must contain grades 1-4; schools comprised of grades of only 1st grade or 4th grade (and higher) do not constitute a sufficient enrollment of elementary students to be considered an elementary school; 

· An elementary school with grades 1-4 and combined with upper grade levels may participate in FFPV but must be able to sufficiently segregate students in the elementary school grades to receive fresh fruit and vegetables and related nutritional instruction apart from the upper grade levels;

· Schools consisting of grade 5 and higher will be considered middle schools based on the definition of KRS 157.320

· Participate in NSLP;

· Have at least 50% or more students eligible for free/reduced price meals;

· CEP schools[footnoteRef:1] must use the individual CEP site percentage multiplied by the 1.6 factor. [1:  Per USDA policy memo SP21-2014] 


Enrollment 
· Distribution of funds to the FFVP participating schools is dependent on consistent and accurate enrollment information. 
Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Why does the FFVP Eligibility spreadsheet contain combined schools (elementary/middle)?
A: The USDA wants to know where meals are served. Your district may serve meals in a combined cafeteria. 

Q: How is the enrollment information used?
A: We use this information to distribute funds to students: a minimum of $50 per student is allocated for FFVP.
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