2

[bookmark: _GoBack]KDE PLTW RFAs
Questions and Answers
(These questions are in response to the three PLTW RFAs posted: Biomedical Sciences, Engineering Pipeline and Energy Technology)
UPDATE ON 11/5/12:
One of the answers had an inactive hyperlink.  The question and updated answer is here and on its original page, 4.
Q. How are ‘priority schools’ identified?
A.  As identified by the Kentucky Department of Education.  http://education.ky.gov/school/Pages/Priority-and-Focus-Schools.aspx
							

Q. I know there is another RFP for an Energy program.  Are both RFPs dealing with an energy     program?
A. The Energy program is designed to implement GTT at the middle school. If you are requesting for a High School, use the Engineering Pathway application.

Q. Are the sustainability funds to be used over a 1 year plan, and the grant funds to be used over a 2 year plan (budget plan)?
A. These funds are all for one year.

Q. Our district was awarded the Biomed Career Pathway Grant for xxxx County High School.  Do we now apply for the pathway completion or sustainability fund (or are both of these the same)?

A. While a school is adding courses to the pathway – sustainability money is requested.  Priority points (at the Department level) are awarded to schools who are completing a pathway.

Q. I have a question regarding the sustainability portion of this grant.  Is there a specific dollar amount that we can apply for?

A. Funding for this Competitive Matching Grant For new grants, funds will be provided to local school districts of approximately $50,000 for a high school energy program utilizing PLTW (Project Lead The Way) Pathway to Engineering (PTE) curriculum and approximately $25,000.00 to implement PLTW’s Gateway to Technology (GTT) Program at the middle school level.  Integrated energy activities at the elementary level are highly encouraged to complete the pathway; however, funding is not provided at this level.  Energy Career Pathway sustainability amounts will be awarded at the following levels – $6,000 per high School and $4,000 per middle schools.


Q. How does the curriculum for the biomedical Sciences Grant fulfill the obligations of the school to meet core content and can these curriculum substitute for other science requirements?
A.  The BMS career pathway is mapped to Core Content by Project Lead the Way; however, the 4-course sequence is a CTE career pathway (therefore an elective).  It is not intended to supplant academic coursework but to enhance academic concepts.  District-by-District would make the decision whether to offer science credit for the course and in other states in certain districts, science credit has been awarded. It is not the position of KY’s Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE) to award science credit for these 4 courses.  It is the position of KY’s OCTE to align PLTW-BMS to the Allied Health KOSSA – verifying Preparatory CTE students Career Readiness for accountability.

Q. Can you explain Comment #7 on the front of the RFP?  If we are applying for an Engineering Pipeline grant and also submit the Energy Pipeline grant, do we get the extra points just for submitting the Energy grant?  Or is the notion that if we have an Energy-education program we get the extra points?  Please explain…
A. Number 7 states:
Additional priority points are assessed to Districts that include both a high school and middle school(s); and, applications completing a district energy program pipeline will be given priority (5 points maximum).                                                                                                                  Priority points are given to districts who complete an Engineering Pipeline with the PLTW Gateway To Technology curriculum. If you have PLTW at the high school and add GTT to the middle schools, priority points are assessed. 

Q. Do we submit our business plan separately, or do we need to just refer to it in our narrative?

A. Application Components

The following must be included in the application. Failure to include any of the components below may deem your application non-responsive. Applications deemed non-responsive will not move forward in the evaluation process.

0. An overall program growth plan with annual growth percentages defined.  The plan shall provide a thorough description of how students with differences in race, ethnicity, social class and gender will be recruited to the PLTW/Biomedical Sciences classes and how continuous guidance and advising will be provided to ensure student success and academic achievement.  The plan must also address how parents will be informed and included in this process.
0. A thorough description of how the biomedical sciences career pathway is established in the school district to support the K-12 students.  The plan must also outline and discuss all postsecondary agreements that may lead to course articulations and/or dual credit through various biomedical sciences career pathways.
0. A thorough description of reasonable measures the school district will take to follow and ensure the progress of each of the PLTW Biomedical Sciences students throughout the student’s participation in the program.
0. A description of how local business partners support the PLTW Biomedical Sciences program in terms of concept, implementation, finances, sustainability, and student success.
0. Descriptions of how the applicant will continue the PLTW Biomedical Sciences program beyond state grant funding.  
0. A description of the degree to which program objectives are to be met, specific methods and criteria used for evaluation, and the assessment used to determine that outcomes are met.  
0. Timeline of PLTW Biomedical Sciences activities.
0. Budget summary form
0. Budget narrative detailing expenses in the budget summary form



Q.   For each grant, when will the funds be awarded to districts? January 2013?
A.  That would be the anticipated timeline, yes.

Q. I have one quick question about the EngineeringPipelineRFA2012-2013 grant.  Does the Budget Narrative (1 page) need to include the breakdown of the grant funding only or both the grant and the in-kind match?
A.  Both, the grant funding and in-kind match.

Q. We are trying to figure out the difference between pathway completion and sustainability.
A. Four courses complete the pathway…after the District implements the fourth course, the District will apply for sustainability funding.  As I would define the process, Districts apply for “pathway completion grants” until time they complete the fourth high school course and/or add a middle school program to their District. After that point, Districts would apply for “sustainability” funding.

Q. How are ‘priority schools’ identified?
A.  As identified by the Kentucky Department of Education.  http://education.ky.gov/school/Pages/Priority-and-Focus-Schools.aspx
Q.   For ‘matching funds’ – could buildings/facilities, staff salaries, etc. be the matching funds provided by the District?
A.  On page #3 of all RFA’s – Allowable funds are listed as follows:
Allowable Use of Funds
1. Laboratory equipment necessary for PLTW instruction 
1. Computers and/or computer upgrades
1. Computer software required by PLTW
1. Laptop computer for the instructor
1. Travel expenses and registration fees for school counselors to attend the required PLTW Counselors Conference
1. Travel expenses and registration fees for teachers to attend the required PLTW Core Training(s)
1. Resources and professional development for integrating energy activities in the curriculum.
1. Engineering related instructional materials and equipment
NOTE: Staff salaries are not an allowable use of funds.


Q.  .  I am assuming that is a 1:1 match and that if the school applied for $50,000 they would need to be prepared to match it with $50,000 of funds from the Allowable Use of Funds category?

A.  Yes


Q.  Would funds need to be expended solely within the period of the grant award?

A.  Yes


Q.  Would equipment need to be used solely by the students participating in the grant program?

A.  Yes

Q. I looked on the Extranet for a forum or something that would give me ideas to help me with KDE grant writing.  I am particularly thinking of this section:

1. Student Progress – (Section = 10 points) Applicant must provide a thorough description of reasonable measures the school district will take to follow and ensure the progress of each of the Engineering students throughout the student’s participation in the program.

Is there something on a PLTW webpage or some resource page that I am missing?  


A. Applicant must provide a thorough description of reasonable measures the school district will take to follow and ensure the progress of each of the Engineering students throughout the student’s participation in the program.

Documentation could include…monitoring EPAS scores – noting any interventions available to students who don’t meet benchmark; progress throughout the semester/year of the PLTW course; EOC scores; extra help; etc.

Q. Is it possible to apply for a middle school grant for GTT with a phased-in implementation for the high school PTE portion?

A. Yes, but you’ll be required to apply for a PTE grant at the appropriate time.


Q. On each of the PLTW RFA’s it has an asterisk at the bottom of page 10 that refers to “Estimated costs based on 2011-2012 Purchase manual” being attached, but there is no attachment to open. Where can I find this attachment? Is this the most updated manual?
A. The most current purchasing manual has been attached to the RFA’s as of 10/29/12. The manual is for informational purposes only and the only difference would be prices for certain items may be lower in the updated manual.






