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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Request for Competitive Application
School Academic Liaison Grant 
Deadline: October 12, 2015, 4:00 pm (EDT)

Background 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Office of Learning Services is issuing a Request for Application (RFA) through the Special Education Division of the Regional Education Cooperatives (coop).  The grant will fund four liaisons to serve districts and schools who are struggling with meeting grade level or benchmark academic expectations.  Through the Kentucky Department of Education’s State Personnel Development Grant, 4 awards [e.g. $60,000 each] will be made to coops to hire liaisons to assist in closing the achievement gap in their region while also developing online materials to support teacher professional growth (e.g. PGES, CT4CG) and Novice Reduction using sustainable practices.  

The grants will provide funds to hire liaisons and cover travel to support gap closure and novice reduction via direct or virtual support at the district and school level.  These services will focus on teacher training and support, co-teaching, data collection, and progress monitoring and student engagement while utilizing online training modules exemplifying research based practices.  The activities will provide direct and indirect services to districts and schools across the areas of academic instruction ultimately to support student achievement.  The services provided to the district and schools will be research based and developed in partnership with the KDE, coop, and University of Louisville staff.  

Once funded the selection, hiring process, supervision and training of liaisons and overall management of the initiative will be conducted in partnership with Dr. Terry Scott at the University of Louisville, who will serve as principal investigator, and the Kentucky Department of Education.  

Funding
The Kentucky Department of Education anticipates funding approximately 4 coops at a minimum of $60,000 per year for 2 years to support liaisons to work with local districts and schools.  Grants are renewable for 1 year after year one.  Renewal will be contingent on successful implementation of project components, demonstrated progress and timely project reporting.  
 



General Requirements

1. Districts and schools that receive services must be identified as struggling to meet grade level or benchmark expectations academically (e.g. such as Focus or Priority Schools).

2. Funds are to be used to hire liaisons [e.g. certified teachers with experience] who will provide intervention services to districts and schools identified as struggling to meet grade level or benchmark expectations academically. 

3. Funds shall not be used to purchase a core, supplemental or ancillary intervention program.  The school must already have in place a core curriculum.  

4. Highly trained, certified teachers with at least 3 years teaching experience, not classified staff or instructional assistants must be hired as liaisons.  Potential services may include coaching, working with the school’s Kentucky System of Intervention (KSI)/Response to Intervention (RtI) team. Examples of other leadership activities might include co-teaching in a classroom, administering the universal and/or diagnostic assessments, analyzing data, collaborating with colleagues, etc. 

5. The coop must agree to maintain and report progress aligned to evaluation measures while providing support services to schools through the project.    

6. The coop must agree for the liaisons to participate in professional learning events sponsored or supported by the Kentucky Department of Education or University of Louisville.  

Allowable Activities  
Funds may be used to:
· support professional learning experiences for the liaisons.
· provide salary for a certified teacher to serve as liaison with at least 3 years of teaching experience to support implementation of school/classroom interventions and supporting activities.  Classified staff and/or instructional assistants cannot be hired or supported by grant funds.
· provide quality professional learning experiences on evidence-based instructional strategies that improve the achievement of staff and students  identified as struggling with meeting grade level or benchmark expectations
· cover registration fees and travel for the liaison to attend conferences specific to the needs of the project
· purchase materials required for professional learning of the liaison

The grant funds may not be used for:
· administrative or indirect costs
· capital expenditures (i.e., reprogramming, renovating, renting, or purchasing space)
· furniture (tables, desks, filing cabinets, book bins, etc.)
· classified staff or instructional assistants
· sending school level teachers to outside trainings or conferences

Application Deadline
The Kentucky Department of Education must receive via email the application with scanned live signature page by Monday, October 12, 2015 at 4:00 pm (EDT).  Applications received after this time and date will be deemed non-responsive and will not be reviewed.  Furthermore, applications not complying with any of the technical requirements may be deemed non-responsive.  Applicants are responsible for contacting the Kentucky Department of Education at KDERFP@education.ky.gov to confirm the receipt of their application.  

Submission of Questions
Applicants may submit questions to KDERFP@education.ky.gov.  Applicants may not contact any other source with questions.  The deadline for questions is 4:00 pm (EDT), Monday, September 28, 2015.  No questions will be taken via telephone.  No questions, other than to point out technical errors in the RFA, will be taken after the questions deadline.  Responses to questions will be posted to the KDE Competitive Grants page (with this RFA) on or around September 30, 2015.  

Evaluation of Application  
A team of program experts from the Kentucky Department of Education and the University of Kentucky will review and score all applications.

Award
Districts will receive preliminary notice of award on or about October 23, 2015.  At the conclusion of the RFA process, Memorandums of Agreement (MOA) will be developed with all awarded applicants.  



Application Components
The application should contain the following items presented in the order listed below.  Each component should be clearly labeled within the application.  

1. A LIVE SIGNITURE IS REQUIRED.  PLEASE SCAN THE SIGNATURE PAGE AND ATTACH TO GRANT APPLICATION.
· Signed Grant Competitive Application Cover Page (name of coop, contact person, mail, email, address, etc.) found on page 7 of this RFA.
2. Table of Contents with Page Numbers 
3. Narrative Description based on the rubric on pages 5-6 of this RFA.  This narrative is limited to 17 pages including cover and table of contents, (single-sided, double-spaced).  Narrative pages (including cover and table of contents) beyond 17 will not be reviewed.   

Formatting Requirements
Failure to follow the formatting requirements may deem your application non-responsive.

1. Text should be in Arial 12-point font or similar and be double-spaced.  Do not use condensed or narrow versions.  
· Text contained within charts/graphs may 10-point font.
· Bullets may be single-spaced; however, they should not be used excessively.
2. Pages should be numbered consecutively with the narrative beginning on page one. Please do not number the application cover or the table of contents.
3. The narrative description of the application should have side and top margins of one inch.  






School Academic Liaison Grant
Evaluation Criteria
The narrative description should be written in the chronological order in which the criteria are written below.  Parts 1-5 should be single-sided, double-spaced pages and have side and top margins of one inch.  Do not include additional attachments/supplemental materials. 

	Evaluation Criteria
	Maximum Points

	Part 1:  Identification of Academic Needs
	20 points

	This section should describe the comprehensive model that is currently in place to support the Academic needs of your districts and schools.  This section should also demonstrate a compelling need for the grant.

	
A. DESCRIBE schools in the coop’s regions current academic model and how it aligns to the Kentucky System of Interventions. (10 points)

B. DESCRIBE the current academic needs and trends overtime, based on reliable and valid data, of students who are not prepared to be successful with grade level academic content. (10 points)


	Part 2:  Identification of the Districts or Schools to be Served
	15 points

	This section should explain the criteria to be used in identifying districts and schools to be served.  

	
A. DESCRIBE the process your coop will use to determine districts or schools eligibility (include additional criteria/assessments that will be used, and the collaboration process). (10 points)  

B. DESCRIBE the process/plan your coop will use to ensure the interventions used in the districts and schools are research based and utilize on-going assessment (progress monitoring) to measure outcomes. (5 points) 





	Part 3:  Professional Learning and Leadership Activities 
	25 points

	This section should describe the ongoing professional learning and a plan for how coop leadership will support the district and school level academic support services offered by the liaison to promote sustainability.

	A. DESCRIBE how the liaison’s professional learning will lead to serving the needs of the districts and schools. (5 points)  

B. DESCRIBE how district leadership or the school’s principal will support professional learning experiences related to the implementation of evidence-based intervention strategies.  (5 points)

C. DESCRIBE how the school liaison’s expertise will be shared with colleagues to enhance school-wide practices and ultimately shared beyond the school within the district and state.  (5 points)

D. DESCRIBE how you envision the district leadership or the school’s principal supporting the school liaison to reach and support other teachers. (5 points)

E. EXPLAIN how ongoing professional learning experiences provided through the grant will be job embedded, systematic and sustained over time.  (5 points)


	Part 4:  Implementation
	25 points

	This section should describe the plan for implementing the grant.

	
A. DESCRIBE how districts or schools identified as “in need” will receive services from the school liaison.  (10 points) 

B. DESCRIBE how the school liaison will impact the school’s implementation of the Kentucky System of Interventions/Response to Intervention.  (10 points)

C. DESCRIBE how the interventions implementation and supports will be sustained beyond the grant.  (5 points)





	Part 5:  Budget
	15 points

	This section should describe the fiscal resources needed for the interventions and a detailed explanation of how funds will be used.

	A. RELATE the cost of the proposed activities to the number of districts or schools served.  (5 points)  

B. DEMONSTRATE that the grant and resources will be used efficiently to address all necessary expenditures, including professional development costs.  (5 points)

C. DEMONSTRATE a clear connection between project activities and desired results. (5 points)


	EVALUATION CRITERIA GRAND TOTAL POINTS
	100 points













KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Grant Competitive Application 
Cover Page
	
Coop:

	
	Amount Requested:
	
$60,000

	Contact:
	

	Address:
	

	
	


	
	

	Project Coordinator:
	
	
	Title:
	

	
Agency:
	
	


	
Address:
	
	
	
	

	
	


	Phone:
	
	
	E-mail:
	






I assure the attached application has been reviewed and approved for implementation by all stakeholders at the cooperative level and will comply with all requirements, both technical and programmatic, pertaining to the grant.  Failure to do so could impact future funding.



_______________________________________		____________________________
Executive Director of Cooperative				Date


A LIVE SIGNITURE IS REQUIRED.  PLEASE SCAN THE SIGNATURE PAGE AND ATTACH TO GRANT APPLICATION.
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