Q. Hello, we are interested in applying for the Math/Science partnership Grant. Generally, an RFA has an idea of specifically what type of “product” it is looking for.  Could you please share some sense of the desired outcome?  We know what we would like to submit, but would prefer to see if our goals are on track with the purpose of the grant.

A. You can find sample products from some of the recent MSP projects at http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/science/Pages/Mathematics-and-Science-Partnership-Program-(MSP).aspx 

Q. Where can I find abstracts and / or submitted proposals of currently funded Mathematics and Science Partnerships Grants of KDE? 
A. KDE does not have the abstracts posted publicly; they are shared with USDOE and KDE for reporting/monitoring purposes.
Q.  Must the partner IHE offer a degree or credential in teacher education or will an IHE which offers courses in education for teachers meet the qualification of a partner IHE?
A. If the IHE provides teacher education courses, even without offering a degree, they can be counted as the education partner. 
Q.  Are multi-district proposals given preference to single district proposals under this announcement? 
A. Proposals are evaluated based upon the criteria presented on pages 6-8 of the RFA.
Q. Is there a cost per teacher rate for the Professional Development activities that KDE is looking for in this initiative? 
A. KDE assumes a reasonable rate for both providers and any stipend that is provided (e.g., reasonable generally means not exceeding a daily rate of a full time position).

Q. The 2015 Mathematics and Science Partnership RFA mentions high need schools.  Do you have to be classified as a high need school to apply?  

A. The applicant does not need to be classified as a high needs school.  However, the proposed project must focus on serving teachers/students/administrators from high-need schools/districts.  These may be partners with a school that is not classified as high needs.

Q. Are participating teachers required to complete 65 hours per year or over the course of two years?  
A. Each teacher is expected to participate a minimum of 65 hours per year.

Q. Is there a list of “High Needs” schools or districts eligible to apply?  If so, where can I access it?  If not, is there a criteria for determining that designation?

A. The term high-need school district means a school district: 

  That serves no fewer than 10,000 children from families with incomes below the poverty line or a school district for which 20 percent of the children are from families with incomes below the poverty line; 

  That has a high percentage of teachers not teaching in the academic subjects or grade levels that the teachers were trained to teach or that have a high percentage of teachers with emergency, provisional, or temporary certification or licensing; and/or

  That has an Achievement Gap, i.e., a population or subgroup of students that are not performing at the level of other groups in the school in Mathematics and/or Science, according to the NCLB measures.  

Q. Concerning the MSP abbreviated application: are the formatting requirements the same for both the abbreviated application and full application (double spaced, one-inch margins, etc.)?  
A. Yes, from pg. 3 of the updated RFA, “Projects are required to submit a written application addressing these questions taken from the full application. A cover page should be included with the abbreviated response. This  abbreviated application shall not exceed 6 pages for the responses to all questions below and shall follow the same formatting requirements as the full application. The questions are numbered based on the full application and these numbers should be maintained for the abbreviated application.”

Q. There are criteria in the abbreviated application not mentioned in the abbreviated scoring rubric, and there are criteria mentioned in the abbreviated scoring rubric not mentioned in the abbreviated application. Should we answer all criteria from both the abbreviated application and the abbreviated scoring rubric? 
A. Please see the updated RFA (pages 6-8) for the scoring criteria for the abbreviated application.
Q. Our proposal will primarily be dedicated to professional learning for in-service teachers followed by sustained support and development of PLCs. However, at least one professor at a KY university would like to involve Pre-service teachers in the project.  As the nature of pre-service teacher (PST) participation would necessarily be different from in-service teacher participants, would it be preferable to simply concentrate on in-service teachers or would involvement of PSTs be considered a plus? 
A. Language from the MSP Program says:  

The Improving Teacher Quality Grant Programs (Title II) are a major component of the No Child Left Behind legislation. These programs encourage scientifically based professional development as a means for improving student academic performance. As schools are responsible for improving student learning, it is essential to have highly qualified teachers leading the way. 

Title II, Part B of NCLB authorizes a Mathematics and Science Partnerships (MSP) program. MSP is intended to increase the academic achievement of students in mathematics and science by enhancing the content knowledge and teaching skills of classroom teachers.

While it would be allowable to include some pre-service work, the focus is on practicing teachers.  The budget should primarily reflect “professional development/learning” for practicing teachers.  However, in-kind involvement with pre-service would be an appropriate contribution. 

Q. We have a request from KY Adult Education (KYAE) to involve their instructors in this project.  Would participation from KYAE fit well with an MSP project or would it be better to pursue this possibility independently?

A. A funded partnership may include: (1) another engineering, mathematics, science, or teacher training department of an institution of higher education; (2) additional local school districts, public or private elementary schools, middle schools or secondary schools, or a consortium of such schools; (3) a business; or (4) a nonprofit or for-profit organization of demonstrated effectiveness in improving the quality of mathematics and science teachers. (pg. 13)  If instructors from KYAE meet these criteria then they partner with you.
Q. After the initial professional learning experience, a second year of support for in-service teachers is provided in our project.  We would nonetheless like to begin professional learning with new cohorts during the second year of the project.  As the follow-up support year for these teachers would occur in year 3 of the project, this support would need to be achieved without project funding.  We believe that this is feasible however, as this would not be guaranteed, we wished to check whether it would be better not to introduce new cohorts in the second year.  
A. Funding for projects will be for two years (please see updated RFA, pg. 10).

Q. On pages 10 and 16, the RFA references notification on/about July 20. However, it is unclear whether the signature forms are due to KDE on July 20 as well. Our teachers will not be in school by that date. Therefore, we would like some clarification. First, are the forms due on that July 20 date? Second, if not, what is the date the commitment forms are due?  
A. If selected, projects should submit a full response and at least 80% of signed commitment forms before funding is released.  Full responses should be submitted by July 15 (pg. 10).
Q. KDE in the past has accepted email confirmation in lieu of signatures on the commitment forms. Will KDE accept that in this competition? 
A. No, KDE will not accept email confirmation in lieu of signatures. The commitment forms must have signatures.
Q. What document will be used to score the proposals:  the rubric or the questions? 
A. The rubric presented on pages 6-8 will be used to score the short application.  This rubric corresponds with the questions.
Q. Will additional guidance be provided regarding the format of the presentations in Frankfort?  
A. No further guidance will be provided other than what is contained in the updated RFA. The Project Director or designee should make a presentation in support of their proposal using the rubric for additional guidance. The presentation should last no more than 20 minutes with an additional with an additional 10 minutes to respond to questions from the reviewers. At a minimum, the presentation must address the following questions:

· What need does your project intend to address?

· What schools/districts do you intend to partner with?

· Who will be responsible for designing and providing the professional learning experiences provided to teachers?

· What qualifies those persons to be designers and/or implementers of effective professional learning?

· What are the expected outcomes of your proposed project?

· What learning experiences will be provided for teachers in your project?

· What leads you to believe the learning experiences proposed by your project will help achieve your expected outcomes?

· How will you measure and annually report content knowledge growth (teachers) and achievement gains (students)?

*   How will the requested funds be spent in support of your project goals? 

Q. Page 9 implies that only the Program Director or designee will be allowed in the presentation to the panel. May we bring a small team?  
A. Only the Project Director or designee may present to the reviewers.

Q. What criteria will be used to “score” the presentations in Frankfort?  
A. The scoring rubric (see pages 6-8 of the updated RFA) used to review the short application will be used for the panel presentations. Scoring will be based on the short application as well as the presentation.
Q. Who will sit on the panel to review the presentations? (e.g., KDE staff, independent reviewers, etc.)  
A. Independent reviewers that score the short applications will review the presentations. KDE staff will be present during the presentations but will not score or take part in discussions directly related to scoring.
Q. Approximately how many applications/presentations do you anticipate reviewing in Frankfort in June? 
A. KDE has received 30 letters of intent; however, this does not indicate that there will be 30 applications/presentations.
Q. Will there be some flexibility in scheduling the presentations? (Note: Training events involving our Math and Science staff are already set for that week.)  
A. KDE will attempt to work with presenters to schedule presentations on the scheduled dates.  However, presentations will occur during the week of June 9th.
Q. On page 43, only a few Munis codes are included. May we use other appropriate codes, e.g., 0335/professional services (evaluator)? Or are we limited to these? 
A. The professional consultant MUNIS code can be used for evaluator services. All MUNIS codes are not automatically appropriate. Please seek approval from the MSP state program staff for any additional MUNIS codes that may be needed for the MSP project. Project director or designee needs to be explicit with the description/rationale of the expense in the budget template.
Q. As we understand it, students in the 4th and 7th grades are taking the NRT (multiple choice) section of the state assessment this spring.  Will that data be publicly available to use as part of the evaluation? If the answer is “no,” can you suggest other avenues we might use to track project performance over multiple districts that avoids administering a project-developed pre/post testing measure?  
A. No—based on the specific standards that will be addressed, the best approach is creating an aligned assessment.  Note:  for FEDERAL reporting, since there will not be student data in grades 4 and 7, it will not be required.  HOWEVER, to assess the impact of the actual professional learning, some measure(s) of student learning/achievement should be implemented.
Q. Our university partner may also applying for a grant. Some of the faculty may be listed on both sets of commitment forms. Is that allowed? Will that lessen our odds of being funded?   
A. Proposals are evaluated based upon the criteria presented on pages 6-8 of the RFA.
Q. Objectives are required as part of submission according to page 10 however,  it is not clear from the components and questions beginning on page 13 through 18 where the objectives are to be outlined. When you use the term expected outcome does that mean objective? 
A. These two terms are synomous with one another.
Q. What is the difference between outcomes and outputs? 
A. Outputs are deliverables (things) like programs, training, and workshops; Outcomes are knowledge transferred/learning (including new skills) and behaviors/practices changed.
Q. Hello. When will those applying for the 2015 MSP grant know their scheduled date and time for their presentations before the review panel? 
A. KDE will begin working on a schedule the week of May 26th.  All project directors should be notified of dates and times by May 29th, 2015. 

Q. Is EOC data considered K-PREP data? Is EPAS data considered K-PREP data? 
A. EOC is state level data-if the teachers involved in the program focus on the content of the EOC with their students, then they should be prepared to share that state level data for the Federal Reporting Requirement.  However, if the content of the project is not aligned with the content for the EOC, then that would not be required.  

Q. Is it appropriate to just focus on mathematics are of STEM?

A. Projects must “create opportunities for enhanced and ongoing professional learning of science or mathematics teachers that improves the subject matter knowledge, pedagogical expertise, and leadership capabilities of such teachers.”  A project may, therefore, focus on mathematics. 
Q. Could a teacher education faculty from an IEH be from the Metamorphosis Teaching Learning Communicaties which is part of the Contexts for Learning Mathematics and the Freudethal Institute located at City College of New York? Additionally, the Freudethal Institute is a part of Utrech Univiersity in the Netherlands which incorporates the learning and teaching of mathematics known as Readlistic Mathematics Education (REM).  
A. No—the intent of these projects is to involve Kentucky teachers with faculty from IHEs in Kentucky first and foremost.  Others (such as mentioned above) could ALSO be involved, but not as the primary IHE faculty.  

Q. When reporting the interested K12 partners on the abbreviated MSP application, is it better to include all who've expressed interest, even though only a portion of them will be ultimately selected? For example, could we list 85 who are interested and commit to involving 32 of those 85 without being penalized for submitting a full proposal for 100% of the number of participants intended, but less than 80% of those listed as potential partners? Or, would it be better to list 32, realizing that the final partners may be from schools/districts other than those named in the abbreviated application?  
A. The short application requires that you acknowledge the school districts that have expressed an interest in participating.  If selected for funding, you will identify the school districts that have committed and will then complete an agree with the project.

Q. We would like to make a clarification on our second question from earlier regarding a teacher education faculty from IHE:

Could you please let us know if the Metamorphosis Teaching Learning
Communities which is part of the Contexts for Learning Mathematics and
the Freudethal Institute located at City College of New York could be
deemed as "an engineering, mathematics, or science department of an
institution of higher education"?

A.If they are defined as ‘teacher education faculty’ as in your question, then they would not satisfy the other description.  

Q. What is the timeframe for notifying the project coordinator of their assigned date/time/location to present the project to the review panel? Will there be opportunity for negotiation of the date or time?  
A. All project directors should be notified of dates and times by May 29th, 2015.
Q. RFA states that a projector will be provided for the oral presentations and presenters are responsible for supplying their own computer and necessary connection cords.  Will technical specifications regarding connection to the projector be provided?  Will a troubleshooter be present to assist should equipment connection issues arise?   
A. We will be supplying a Hitachi CP-X260 Multimedia LCD projector. 

Q. What are the required documents to accompany the six-page Abbreviated Application responding to the 16 questions on pages 3 – 5?  RFA Step 2, page 3, states that “projects shall submit four specified supplemental documents:” However, none are listed directly following that statement.  Later in Step 2 on page 5 the directions state “In addition, the abbreviated application may choose to address any of the optional questions listed below.”  There are four items listed at this juncture.  Are these the required supplemental documents referenced earlier in the RFA in Step 2, page 3?  

A. The four required supplemental documents are:
1) a completed evaluation plan (see page 56),

(2) a proposed budget using included forms (see section VIII below),

(3) a proposed calendar of professional learning activities (see section VI below) and

(4) a partnership composition list from section IV below (individual teacher/administrator names not required until project is selected)

(Please see page 4-5 in the updated RFA)
Q. How will the actual presentation to the review panel contribute to the rating of project components using the scoring rubric specified in the RFA?  
A. The scoring of the presentations will be used in conjunction with the scoring of the abbreviated application. Reviewers will looking for evidence that supports the metrics of the rubric. The rubric can be found on pages 6-9 of the updated RFA. 
Q. How will the oral presentation process ensure opportunity for equitable review of each project by the panel since some presentations may be more engaging, some presenters more charming, some times of the day more favorable to active listening, etc.? 
A. The panel will be instructed to identify evidence in the short application and the presentation that supports the score indicated on the rubric. Panelists will be training and reminded to focus on the evidence provided. 

Q. Can a school district be part of more than one application?

For example, if a school district is applying and serving as the fiscal agent in one application, can it also be a partner in another application that will have a different fiscal agent? 
A.Yes—but remember that the same people likely could not be involved in more than one project given the time commitments. 

Q. I understand that Kentucky will not be conducting state-wide testing for elementary students the 2015-16 academic year.  Will there be any science assessment data available for use in the evaluation of the MSP projects?  If not, how will evaluators respond to the on-line report required by the U.S. DOE?   Please provide some guidance for evaluators regarding the type of student assessment data that will be appropriate. I wish to clarify my question - I was referring to the science achievement section of the report and don't think I indicated that.

A. If KY doesn’t have a statewide assessment that will be reported, the USDOE will be notified that the data is unavailable.  

