Q. Our school currently offers a general media arts career pathway option. Next year, per new KDE guidelines, we will instead, offer the new Cinematography/Video Production career pathway.  Does this transition qualify our school to apply for this grant?  

A. No.


Q. Could the Perkins Reserve Funds be used to develop an updated post-secondary business education pathway that includes infomatics, MBA Research and ASK? Will the timeline to spend these funds be for the 2015-2016 school year?  

A. The funds must be expended during the 2015-2016 fiscal year. An institution would have from the time the  award is made until June 30, 2016 to spend the money. 


Q. Our district is very interested in writing a new career pathway and submitting it for the Perkins Federal Reserve Grant.  However, we do have a question.  When choosing the courses for our pathway, are we required to choose from already approved CTE courses in the program of studies?  Or, can we work with our local community college to develop a new course(s), dual credited, and offer those in conjunction with current courses already in the POS?  

A. Career pathways have already been developed that link to the sector strategies.  Since this grant is to initiate career pathways linked to the sector strategies, you need to choose established career pathways. 


Q. In the RFA, there are several places where it indicates that if we do not follow the specific outline, formatting, etc. our grant will “deem your application non-responsive”

Can we get a specific listing of what we can\should submit and what we cannot.  There have been times where if it was not listed we could not include it.

If you want letters of commitment that needs to be listed…

Sorry, but I have had grants deemed unresponsive over seemingly insignificant inclusions.  

A. Letters that promise the matching funds may be included. Letters that strictly offer support are not permitted. 



Q. I am writing to you to inquire about the “Perkins Reserve Fund Grant for New Career Pathway Development.” Is this only for public school districts?  

A. To be eligible for this grant, a school district or postsecondary institution must be eligible for Perkins funds.  Non-public school districts are not eligible for Perkins funds.  There are some postsecondary institutions which are not eligible for Perkins funds and therefore are not eligible for this grant. 


Q. Should the entire budget for planning and implementation of the program be included in the budget submitted?  Or should only the item(s) to be funded by the grant be listed?  For instance, if we intend to purchase a piece of equipment and the entire $25,000 will go toward that one item, do we need to include anything other than Equipment as a line item entry in the budget?  

A. No. You will need to include your match. 


Q. How much does the grant match from local industry, local school district, post-secondary institution have to be?  

A. It needs to be a 1:1 match.  For every dollar you request, you will need to have a matching dollar from another, non-federal source. 


Q. Does the match need to be split between the grant partners? Half from local school district and half from postsecondary institution?  

A. No. The money can come from local school districts, postsecondary institutions or business and industry in any combination.  The only caveat is that the match must use non-federal funds. 


Q. We will be implementing our new career pathway during the 2015-16 school year, the course will be offered in the FALL semester.  Our teacher will need to complete the required PLTW training this July 2015 to be prepare to teach the PLTW course for the new pathway.  We will not be able to offer the pathway for the 2015-16 school year if the teacher doesn't complete the required training this summer.  PLTW trainings are only offered in the summer prior to the next school year and the teacher cannot wait until the grant has been awarded to take the required training.   A purchase order will need to be completed prior to the grant award deadline.  Can we use the required training allocations (registration, stipend and travel expenses) as part of our matching funds for the grant?   

A. No, this training will be outside the grant period so therefore it can’t be part of the match.   



Q. Our students are scheduling and I ran into many concerns I have with the pathways and career clusters. I wondered if there was a number where I could call and talk to someone who is in charge of approving “electives” within a career cluster.  My concern is I had tons of students who wanted to take level 3 of the language but said they couldn’t because they wanted to complete their career cluster and it’s not an approved elective.  Although I realize Spanish doesn’t fit everywhere, I feel it is in the BEST interest for any student who wants to be career ready in certain fields such as health sciences and communications.  If you could please forward this to whomever I would need to speak with to see if I could get Spanish as an approved elective in areas other than arts where students electives are already full with band and chorus and into areas where it’s absolutely a plus to that career.  This way students have the option to take it without worrying about not meeting the electives in their career cluster. 

A. Career pathways consist of a four course sequence that will best help them with the skills needed for the pathway. 


Q. If a pathway is currently in place, but is being totally redone, would that pathway be eligible?  

A. No, it must be a new pathway. 


Q. If pathways exist at the state level, but not currently at the school level in an area and there is not currently an industry certification but a KOSSA test, is that pathway eligible?  

A. Yes. 


Q. Is there a minimum match requirement (i.e. 1:1)?  

A. Yes, the minimum match requirement is 1:1. 


Q. In the first year of the program, is there a maximum number of credits (f the 4) that a student can earn? 

A. There is not a maximum number of credits but the schedule must be developed in the best interest of the student. 





Q. For example, can a student take 2 credits in the pathway in one year? 

A. Taking two credits in the pathway in a single year is possible as long as they are taken in sequence. 


Q. Is there a scoring rubric? 

A. Yes, the scoring rubric may be found in the Request For Application.

Q. When do the 12 post secondary credits come into the schedule? By this, I mean do they need to acquire these 12 credits before they graduate high school? Does dual enrollment count? Do AP courses count towards the 12 hours? 

A. Postsecondary institutions are also eligible for this grant and their pathways are based on credit hours.  They are required to have 12 credit hours for a career pathway.  Secondary pathways are based on a 4-course sequence and do not have to have the postsecondary credits. 

Q. If the high school students must enroll in postsecondary to get the 12 hours during high school, can grant funds pay for tuition costs? 

A. High school students do not have to receive 12 postsecondary credits. 


Q. Can PD and travel to that PD that is paid for through the regular Perkins Grant (15-16) count as part of the in-kind match? 

A. No.  The match must be non-federal funds.  It also must be an asset match, i.e. cash or equipment.

Q. If the PD and travel are paid for through our regular budget, can it count toward the in-kind match? 

A. The match must be non-federal funds.  It also must be an asset match, i.e. cash or equipment.

Q. We plan to move our industrial maintenance pathway from it's satellite location to our building and use this grant to add the Electrical Technician pathway as well as the new Hybrid Electrical Engineering Pathway, can the space in our building be considered part of the in-kind match? 

A. No.  This would not qualify for the match. It must be an asset match, i.e. cash or equipment.


Q. Can student computers purchased with either 14-15 or 15-16 Perkins money be part of the in-kind match?  

A. No.  The match must be non-federal funds and Perkins money is federal.  The match is not in-kind it must be an asset match, i.e. cash or equipment.


Q. Can 20% SEEK funds our district receives for building upkeep/renovation be used as matching funds for the grant if spent on permissible items?

[bookmark: _GoBack]A. No


Q. Must we adhere to our region/ LWIB  target sectors or can we expand to the KY Industry state target sectors. A large local and national employer that works in “Business Services Research and Development” wants to partner but is not included in Western Kentucky LWIB.  

A. You may use the state sector strategies or the local sector strategies.  Either one is permissible. 


Q. Is it correct that the plan included in this proposal for funding allows for planning and preparation and purchasing of items for the new pathway to begin in the 2016-2017 school year?

A. I understand the money received would be spent in the 2015-2016 school year.  This is correct it is a planning grant.

Q. Our pathway will start with the Health Sciences Career Pathway in PLTW Biomedical Science, CIP 26.0102.00, from the Preview to Career Pathways 2015-2016. Does that mean we “satisfy the state requirement for a career and technical education program?”  
A. Yes, but if the pathway starts in 15-16 it does meet the timeline for the grant.  

Q. All our PLTW courses are dual-credit. Our students receive high school and college credit through Owensboro Community and Technical College (a past Perkins recipient). Through our new pathway they will now be allowed to use our credits to satisfy the elective requirements towards an Associate’s in Science from OCTC. Is this an adequate “pathway?” 
A. They must be new pathways.
Q. What does the “Amount Pledged” space refer to on the cover page?
A. Match

Q. What is meant by “3.3 Delivery of the Pathway?”​​  
A. This is part of the scoring rubric.  It asks how will the pathway be delivered.  

Q. Is it allowable to apply for a career pathway that the district was planning to start during the 2015-16 school year. No courses have been implemented yet, but some planning has already taken place. 

A. No, it must be a new pathway.


Q. May we use grant funds to pay for bus driver salaries and fuel costs related to periodically transporting students during the school day to an offsite location for instruction (ex. Transporting students to an airport for airplane mechanics or flight instruction).

A. I think you could get these cost reimbursed through transportation funds.


Q. Can a school district apply on behalf of an ATC if the new program will be partly sustained and housed within school district facilities?   The school district would ideally be the fiscal agent/lead. 
A. Then why wouldn’t it be a district pathway?

Q. If evidence can be produced supporting a new pathway that is not part of the identified needs of the region, can a district apply for that pathway? 
A. The application allows for regional or state identified needs but if you have evidence of another needed pathway you may apply but just understand you may loss points relating to sector strategies.   


Q. Can Perkins Reserve funds be used to open multiple low-cost pathways at the same time?  

A. No this is for one pathway


Q. Our district is interested in starting an aeronautics and aerospace pathway. The pathway includes a four-course sequence. But to meet two of those course requirements, students have the option to choose one of two courses, each with a slightly different focus. So technically within the pathway there could be six course options, but students will only complete four. Can the grant help fund the entire pathway, or must we only focus on four of the courses?  

A. pathway must be a 4 course sequence.  Are the 2 extra course electives or does it becomes 2 pathways.  If it is 2 pathways then you must decide on what you are offering.


Q. We have one new Career Pathway and re-opened an existing pathway this year (2014-2015)  at XXXXX ATC.  Does this meet the eligibility requirements to apply for a Perkins Reserve Fund Grant for New Career Pathway Development? 

A. No, it must be a new pathway.



Q. What is the grant match percentage or amount? 

A. The grant match must equal the amount that a site receives from the grant.  If you receive $25,000 then you must match the $25,000.  The match must be a cash or asset match.


Q. We are developing a new program for CTE opportunities at our high school.  The program has four pathways.  Can we write the grant to address the entire program (including all four pathways) or will we be required to specify one pathway out of the four and focus on the one pathway?

A. You may only write for one pathway.


Q. Under the Specific Program Elements section of the RFP (on page 3), it states that the pathway must consist of four credits at the secondary level and at least 12 credit hours at the postsecondary level.  If you are a secondary school, do you have to show how students will receive the 12 credit hours at the postsecondary level upon graduation from high school or as a dual credit program; or does the “at least 12 credit hours apply only to those who are postsecondary institutions applying for the grant?

A. At the secondary level you need to show the courses that student should take at the postsecondary level. (See the pathway templates on the KDE web site.)

