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1) What proof or demonstration of/support commitment does KDE want to see from private sector partners?  Letter of support that states precisely what the partner will do/provide.

2) Are there priority sectors that will be scored higher than other sectors?  Scoring Rubric identifies if regional or state sectors.

3) What is the anticipated applicant pool, based on Intent to Apply received by KDE?  Since it is not mandatory to submit intent we are not able to estimate the number of applicants.

4) Is it the KDE expectation that the grantee purchase certifications on behalf of students, then KDE will reimburse the grantee?  Yes

5) Is there any expectation of KDE that grantee would have to pay back funds if students do not pass their certification exam?  No

6) Do we include the private sector letters of support as attachments?  Or refer to them in the 3-page narrative?  Letters of support should be attachments.

7) The RFA, on page 3 states “Arial or similar 12-point font”.  May Times New Roman be used?  Yes

8) Can the funds only be used for one pathway?  No.  Applicant may write for as many certifications/pathways they want or as they qualify for.

9) Will the reimbursement be impacted if the student does not pass or earn the certificate?  No

10) Are community colleges eligible to apply?  We receive Perkins funding and have CTE students that receive certifications.  Yes, as long as your postsecondary institution receives Perkins Basic Grant funds you are eligible to apply for this grant for CTE students.

11) These funds can only be used for INDUSTRY certifications that are on the list provided-NOT for end of program assessments, correct?  Correct

12) Our Perkins funds are called Perkins Post Secondary.  I am not sure if this is the Basic Grant.  This is the terminology used for your basic funds.

13) Are preparatory students only high school students?  Preparatory for high school students/Concentrators at postsecondary.

14) Only high school students are eligible to be supported through this grant, correct?  No.  Certifications from the approved list may be purchased for concentrators at the postsecondary level.

15) A school district is going to present a grant.  It will be a combination of the district and the ATC.  We have lots of pathways and programs with certifications.  What is your suggestion on the support section and sectors?  If you work with several industries and stakeholders for each program, how do we keep it within the guidelines?  Submit two applications:  One for district pathways/programs and one for ATC pathways/programs.

16) Can you explain what preparatory means on page 2 under Purpose?  A high school student that has passed 2 credits and enrolled in the third credit; the third credit must be completed by the end of the school year.

17) “Concentrators” is not a term I’ve heard before.  How does KDE define this term?  Defined as a postsecondary student with over 13 credit hours.

18) How many years of past data should we provide?  At least the most current/recent data.  More detailed information is provided in Webinar recording.

19) Our college plans to apply but we have little data on students who have taken and passed these certifications because once they leave the college we have no method of getting this data.  Some programs attempt to track this but again, the data is very incomplete and system office does not require this to be reported to them.  Any information on how to address this?  Provide as much data as possible with explanation.  More detailed information is provided in Webinar recording.

20) Will these funds only pay for secondary students to sit for certification exams or may they also be used for postsecondary students (not dual credit)?  Funds may pay for postsecondary concentrators.

21) On page three of the RFA, it states twice that the narrative should be no longer than three pages. On page six, it states that the narrative should be no longer than 10 pages.  Can you please clarify the maximum page length for the narrative?  Maximum number of pages is three (3)

22) Thank you so much for the information on the industry certifications grant.  I think we may have some interest at WKU, but I was hoping you could clarify if we should submit one proposal from WKU which includes all of the certifications together, or if we should submit separate proposals for each program certification we are seeking funding for?  One proposal which includes all program certifications that are on the approved list.

23) Can you please provide clarification on the definition of “preparatory students”? We want to make sure currently enrolled KCTCS students are considered preparatory.  For secondary students served by KCTCS, preparatory is high school student that has passed 2 credits and enrolled in the third credit; the third credit must be completed by the end of the school year.  For postsecondary, defined as a student with over 13 hours.

24) Can the funds be used to pay for students that finish the associate degree program in May of June but do not test until July or August?  Yes, but all certification exams must be purchased and received by applicant on or before June 30, 2017.  Additionally, all requests for reimbursement must be made to KDE on or before August 31, 2017.

25) On page 3 of the RFA it says, “Funds may be used to purchase industry certifications from the approved industry certifications list.”  Does this mean grant funds will pay for the tests or exams that lead to industry certification? As I understand it, an industry certification does not require a fee or come with a cost figure, so in what other ways can these grant funds pay for an industry certification?  Funds may pay for industry certifications that require a fee and are on the approved list posted with the RFA.

26) Does the CIP code for the industry certificate in the list have to exactly match the program certificates we offer at SCC?  Industry certifications for secondary students CIP code must match.  Industry certifications for postsecondary students must be a valid exam for the pathway according to TEDS.

27) Can you describe the definition and process for “reimbursement”?  Many testing groups require payment upfront and one barrier for our students is their inability to pay (do not have sufficient funds themselves) to pay for their certification exams.  Is the expectation that the applicant will pay for the exam, then KDE will reimburse, based on invoice and/or evidence of funds expended to support student exams?  Yes, it is the expectation that applicant will pay for the exams and then be reimbursed.

28) Will there be an expectation that funds be returned based on students’ pass/fail on certification exams?  No.

29) On the Criteria (page 6), how many years’ worth of data do you want to see on Items 301 and 3.2?  At least the most current/recent data.  More detailed information is provided in the webinar recording posted with the RFA.

30) Can the money received through the grant only be used for industry certifications or can it be used for anything in the different CTE areas?  Grant funds may only be used for industry certifications on the approved list.

31) May grant funds be used to provide required teacher training so that they may administer the certifications?  No, grant funds may only be used for the certifications on the approved list.

32) Page 3 of the RFA states that the narrative is limited to 3 double-spaced pages. However, page 6 of the RFA states that the narrative is limited to 10 double-spaced pages. Which is correct?  Three (3) pages.

33) The formatting instructions appear to be contradictory in the following budget points from page 3 of the RFA:

· “Number pages consecutively starting with the first page of the narrative as page 1
· Do not number the application cover, the table of contents, assurances, timeline, detailed budget and narrative form and certifications document.  These do not count as part of the 3 page maximum.”
Is the narrative form the same as the narrative?  If not, what is it?  The Detailed Budget Form allows for some additional information in the “Name of Certification” column.  This form is not part of the 3 page maximum.
34) On page 3 of the RFA it says, “Funds may be used to purchase industry certifications from the approved industry certifications list.” Does this mean grant funds will pay for the tests or exams that lead to industry certification? As I understand it, an industry certification does not require a fee or come with a cost figure, so in what other ways can these grant funds pay for an industry certification?  Grant funds may only be used for industry certifications, from the approved list, that charge a fee.

35) If we are applying as a community and technical college, we don’t have a “district”-so how would you like us to name our files (ref. Submission of Application, item 1. On page 5 of the RFP)?  We serve multiple counties (FIVCO Area Development District is the core service area, but physically have campuses in two counties).  Would we just name the files PRF-FY-17-Ashland Community and Technical College-Original and PRF-FY-17-Ashland Community and Technical College-Blind?  Yes, this naming is acceptable.

36) In the instructions for submission it says “blind copies should not contain any identifying information (i.e., district name, school name, county, individual names, etc.).  Application with identifying formation will be deemed non-responsive”.  Does this mean that I cannot not use the college name Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical College anywhere in the narrative or history?  If it does, do you have suggestion for identification while writing, such as the college, etc.?  You should not identify the school name while writing the application.  It is recommended you say “our college”/”our school” instead.

37) I am working with our Perkins Coordinator regarding the Perkins Reserve Fund Grant.   We are a small Rural High School and only offer 8 Pathways, and currently only MOS, and Early Childhood Education, and Welding Certifications.  The State gives us vouchers for MOS and we test on site so no expenses with this.  The Early Childhood Education Certification requires students to have hours logged with preschool settings.    We bus our students to these sites for these hours at a cost of approximately $1600 per semester.  For Welding Certifications, we have worked out an agreement with ECTC in Elizabethtown to bring our preparatory welding students for testing to obtain certifications.  They charge us $300 per group of 20.  We also have busing expenditures for these trips (two groups).  Would these travel expenses be eligible under this grant for reimbursement?  No.

38) It ask to show data of industry certifications previously given.  Would this be industry certifications offered by the entire CTE department or by FCS Ed in which I am writing the grant for?  If you are only writing for one program area only provide that specific data.








 
