School Improvement Grant (SIG) FY14 Q&A

Q.  Will there be a list of approved and non-approved expenditures for this grant made available to us?
A. No; however, allowable MUNIS codes will be included on the Budget page(s). Additional information on allowable codes can be found in the most current version of the funding matrix.

Q. We need more specifics pertaining to personnel that could be hired through these grant monies (interventionist, technology specialist, ERS?  
A. Personnel that will address identified needs and build capacity is allowable (Interventionists, etc). The schools will be provided 2 ER staff at no cost to them; however, if they wish to purchase one additional ER person, they may do so. 

Q. Can technology be purchased through use of these grant funds?  (iPads, doc cams, etc.)
A. Technology can be purchased if tied to a specific need and an explanation as to how skill development though the use of these devices will enhance sustainability.  All technology must supplement and not supplant.  Avoid “excessive” expenditures for technology ( Example:  40% of requested funds would be tied to technology). As will all purchases, these purchases would also have to be reasonable in cost and nature.

Q. How can we use some of these funds to improve parental involvement? (refreshments for meetings, incentives? )
A. Any activity that would entice parents to become actively involved in the school improvement process.  Food in the form of “snacks” can be provided for parent meetings/trainings.  No full meals such as catering may be funded. Title I Handbook gives examples of Parental Involvement activities.

Q. Can subscriptions to various programs be paid for through use of these funds?
A. Need to more clearly define “programs”.  If referring to instructional programs such as ALEK, as long as they meet an identified need, this is permissible.



Q. Will there be an approved amount to be used for professional development expenditures including registration, paying presenters to come to the county, travel and subs? 
A. Those costs may be allowable as long as they are targeted toward meeting needs and costs are reasonable.
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Q. Will there be any allotted amount to be given to assist the ER team with their supplies (printer ink, paper, folders, etc.)
A. MUNIS Code 610 for supplies is not an allowable code without prior approval.  This will be addressed by KDE on an individual basis.

Q. Are there any matching funds to be expected from the school districts?
A. The school districts will be expected as part of the assurances to explain their support and this would include the use of other funding sources.

Q. Can funds be used to improve transition and alignment issues with the middle school?  System-wide to ensure alignment with CCR standards?
A. No funds can be used or granted to feeder schools.  It is an expectation that the district will fund any system-wide alignments.

Q. Can funds be used to support startup costs associated with a new career and technical education program?
A.  No.  This would be considered supplanting.  Support for an existing program may be funded through SIG but not startup. In other words, an enhancement of Career and Technical Education courses would be allowed but not for startup.

Q. I understand this grant is for three years.  I have reviewed the approved SIG grants on the KDE website.  It appears the original grant included the budget for the first year only.  Please clarify if we have to include the budget for all three years or just the first.
A. You must include a three-year budget.


Q. I reviewed the MUNIS codes listed in the application and I didn’t see anything that would be appropriate for “Supplies.”  I’m not sure that supplies will be an allowable expense for this fund.    An example of supplies would include ink or paper for poster machine used for instructional purposes and/or student recognitions/motivations. 
A. There is no MUNIS code for supplies. They must get approval from KDE to use that code. It will be addressed on an individual basis. 




