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                         REQUEST FOR APPLICATION (RFA)


    Kentucky Department of Education 


  Division of consolidated plans & audits

FY16 School Improvement Grant Program (SIG)
	Deadline:
Thursday, September 10th, 2015

4:00 pm EDT


	RFA issued by:
Kentucky Department of Education

Office of Next Generation Schools and Districts
Division of Consolidated Plans and Audits



	Questions:
KDERFP@education.ky.gov
Questions deadline is August 17th, 2015 by 4:00pm EDT

	Submit Applications To:
KDERFP@education.ky.gov


	Comments/Special Instructions:

1. The competition is open to eligible Priority and Focus schools.  However, eligible Priority Schools as shown on page 2 will be given first priority in receiving awards under this grant program
2. Successful applications will be made public, posted on the KDE website.

3. KDE reserves the right to waive minor technical deficiencies.




FY16 School Improvement Grant Program
Deadline – September 10th, 2015 4:00 PM (EDT)
Applications received after the deadline will not be reviewed.
Eligible Priority Schools Given First Priority
	DISTRICT
	SCHOOL

	Jefferson
	Fern Creek HS

	Jefferson
	Shawnee HS

	Jefferson
	Valley HS

	Jefferson
	Western MS

	Jefferson
	Western HS

	Jefferson
	Iroquois HS

	Jefferson
	Doss HS

	Jefferson
	Seneca HS

	Jefferson
	Southern HS

	Jefferson
	Fairdale HS

	Jefferson
	Waggener HS

	Jefferson
	Knight MS

	Lawrence
	Lawrence Co HS

	Metcalfe
	Metcalfe Co HS

	Christian
	Christian Co HS

	Greenup
	Greenup Co HS

	Newport Independent
	Newport HS


Funding

Kentucky has approximately $7,100,000 available for use in identified schools. Each school may apply for a minimum of $50,000 to a maximum of $2 million per grant year.  KDE intends to make first year awards available by November 2015.  
General Requirements 

School Improvement Grants under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 2001 are grants to state educational agencies (SEAs).  SEAs, in turn, make sub grants to local educational agencies (LEAs) that demonstrate the greatest need and the strongest commitment to use the funds to provide adequate resources in order to raise the achievement of students in their lowest-performing schools.   

Questions 
Questions must be emailed to KDERFP@education.ky.gov.  Questions must be submitted electronically by 4:00pm (EDT) on August 17th, 2015.  Q&A will be posted on the KDE Competitive Grants website on or around August 20th, 2015.
Application Components

Failure to include any of the components below may deem your application non-responsive.  A complete application consists of the following:

· School Application
· Choose and submit one of the following applications posted to the FY16 SIG RFA page.
· Early Learning Application,

· Evidence-Based Application

· School Closure Application,

· Restart Application,

· Transformation Application, or

· Turnaround Application
All sections of the application must be completed.
Submission of Application
The KDE MUST receive applications by 4:00 PM (EDT), September 10th, 2015, via email. Applications received after this time and date will be deemed non-responsive and will not be reviewed. 

A blind copy of the Narrative section of the application shall also be submitted. The blind copy should not contain identifying words or names of people, districts, counties, or schools. 

1. Scan the completed application in its entirety, including all signatures, to PDF format.

2. Name your complete application as follows SIGFY16.district name. Original 

3. Scan a blind copy of the Narrative section of the application in its entirety to PDF format.  

4. Name your blind copy of the Narrative as follows: SIGFY16.district name. Blind

5. Email the complete application and the blind copy of the Narrative to KDERFP@education.ky.gov.  On the subject line of the email, type SIGFY16/name of district
6. If possible, send both attachments in the same email. 

7. The date/time stamp on the received email must be on or before 4:00 p.m. (EDT), September 10th, 2015.
Keep in mind that email coming in to the KDE is routed for security purposes through multiple networks and servers.  Allow ample time for this and the possibility that email doesn’t always send on the first try.

The applicant may request, also via the above email, a confirmation that the application was received by KDE. Note that this confirmation will relate only to the receipt of the application and will not confirm that the application is complete with all required components. 
Evaluation of Application  

Applications will be evaluated according to the criteria outlined in the rubrics provided.
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