2014 Math and Science Partnerships to include MSP “Special” 
Q&A






Q: For the MSP “Special” RFA, what definition of “high need” are we to use?
A: The definition of high needs is listed on pages 28-29. A school meeting any of these criteria is considered a           high need school
 
 
Q: For the MSP “Special” RFA: Are the page number maximums listed “definite” or “suggestions”?
A: The page number maximums are definite.


Q: Concerning the MSP “special” RFA, is there any match?
A: The budget form on page 24 states:  Matching Funds are not required for the special one     year project RFA

 
Q: Concerning the evaluation of the MSP “special” RFA—How much student data is going to be required? There won’t be much to compare in a one-year project.
A: The project must collect enough student data to measure if the implementation of the instructional units has improved student achievement as compared with students who have not been instructed using units designed by the project participant. This will not be state assessment data, as there is currently no state assessment that assesses the new standards. Projects will likely have to design their own assessment instruments.


Q: On page 2, it states "It is anticipated that the KDE will award approximately 4 grants at $160,000 for year 1 and at $160.00 for the second year, with a possible third year (at $80,000) contingent upon evaluation, ..."
When preparing the proposal, we need describe the activities for the first two year only, not for a third year. Is this correct?
A: That is correct. A third year budget would be submitted separately with a third year continuation application.

Q: If we cannot come by the required 20% match funds for a second year, may we opt to apply for just one year only?
A: No. The matching requirement is included in the budget to encourage a sincere local commitment to the success of the project and to encourage sustainability


Q: Do you have a list of "high need" school districts that you could share with us?
A: No, we do not.


Q:  On page 8, it states "no needs assessment is required for this RFA". Does it mean that this section is not needed when we write the proposal? Please clarify.
A:  This section is not needed in the proposal, and the section of the rubric dealing with is omitted for this reason. It is not necessary for projects to establish a need for instructional units addressing the new standards: the RFA itself establishes this need.


Q:  What are the required hours of professional learning for administrators in the proposal? Do you have some KDE-recommended administrator experience in MSP (primarily for math and science teachers)?
A:  There is no minimum number of administrator hours, only a 65 hour requirement for teachers. Projects are free to design administrator experiences that best fit the structure of their proposals.


Q:  Is it acceptable to submit to both the 2014 MSP (special) and 2014 MSP? (Titles and content of the proposals are different. The school districts served may be the same.)
A:  There is no restriction on the number of proposals that may be submitted. Any eligible party can submit applications for either or both.


Q:  In the third bullet on the “special instructions” (RFA top of p.2), the request states, “Any products created through this program will belong to the Kentucky Department of Education.”  Could you please elaborate on this ownership?  Specifically, to what extent, if at all, do project personnel retain the rights to use, modify, and expand materials that result from the project?
A:  The Department of Education retains the right to post or otherwise distribute any products created by projects, since those products were created with public funds. Project participants are free to extend, modify or expand those products after the formal project period ends. This statement exists so that projects cannot withhold publicly funded work, but does not imply that KDE is "taking away" the work.

Q:  Teacher and administrator “stipends or other expenses” are identified as an allowable use of funds (RFA top of p.8). What restrictions, if any, are placed on such stipends?  For example, are there any restrictions on providing teachers’ with stipends for additional project activities that may occur within the school day?
A:  Teachers cannot "double dip", meaning they cannot be paid their regular daily salary and also receive a stipend for work done during the defined work day. They are free to receive a stipend for work done before or after the regular school day or on weekends.









Q:  Concerning the MSP grant: Page seven (“Special RFA”) states that one thing allowable is, “Attendance of professional conferences when essential to program implementation/objectives. Conference expenditures MUST NOT exceed 5% of the total project award.” Our proposal includes an on-site field trip for participants. Is a “field trip” considered a “conference”?
A:  A field trip for project participants is not considered a conference.


Q:  The Math Science Partnership RFA says a nonprofit organization may apply, so I’m assuming that would include educational cooperatives, provided the other higher education and school/district partners are included.  Is that correct?
A:  An educational cooperative may apply, as long as all of the other project participation requirements are met.


Q: Concerning the MSP 14 RFA, Page 8—Hardware purchases MUST NOT exceed 15% of the total project award. Does this mean 15% of year one (1), or 15% of years one (1) and two (2) combined?
A:  No single year may exceed 15%.


Q:  Concerning the MSP 14 RFA, Page 9—2. What are the specific, multiple sources of data/evidence (minimum of 3) that you used to identify this need? What are some examples? Does ACT/EXPLORE/PLAN fall under “K-PREP” and thus cannot be counted separately from K-PREP? Are end-of-course results separate from K-PREP?
A:  Each assessment that can be reported and analyzed separately may be counted as a separate source of assessment data. K-PREP is a system of assessments, not a single assessment instrument. Other sources of data beyond the state administered assessments might include locally-developed instruments or commercial assessment products purchased specifically for administration for project evaluation.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Q:  I would like for our school to apply for a grant. Does the university partner need to be a math or science department? We are developing a STEM / entrepreneurship class to engage students and promote interest in science and engineering. We have been working with the Regional Business XXXXX Center which is under the XXXXXXX University College of Business. Will that be an acceptable partner for the grant?
A:  USDOE funding guidelines state that a project is eligible for consideration only if it includes the following:

1. faculty from the mathematics, sciences, technology and/or engineering faculty of institutions of higher education, 
1. teacher education faculty from an IHE, and 
1. "high need" local school district personnel (teachers and building or district leadership/administrators)

Personnel from a College of Business cannot substitute for any of these categories, but may be additional participants beyond the requirements above.

Q:  page 30 - definition of High-Need School District
 
What value is considered a "high percentage" of teachers not teaching in the academic subjects?
A:  There is no set percentage. The answer varies depending on how far out of field the teachers might be. For example, a school where science courses are taught by teachers not certified in that particular scientific discipline but otherwise certified in some field of science would have a lower need as compared to a school where the courses are taught by non-science teachers, or by teachers not certified at all. Likewise in mathematics, teachers certified in mathematics but at a different grade level present less of a need than teachers not certified in mathematics at all. Evidence to support the classification of a school as having a "high percentage" may be included in the needs assessment portion of the application.

Q:  If multiple school districts are applying together, does each one need to meet all the High-Need criteria separately or will they be considered together?
A:  Each K-12 partner must meet the definition of a high needs school or district.



