FY15 Project Lead The Way and CTE Energy Grant RFA Q&A

Q.  If a teacher is only teaching one course of PLTW Biomedical sciences in year one, can her entire salary be included as match or just the % of her day she's teaching PLTW?  Eventually (year 4) she'll be teaching all 4 courses.

A. Matching funds should be based on the percentage that the teacher is teaching and/or will be teaching as part of the grant.


Q.  Can a district include in the match fund spent on an online learning lab and/or platform like ingenuity that enables PLTW students to take core courses that free up their schedule to take PLTW classes?

A. Matching funds for an online learning lab and/or platform that enable PLTW students to take core courses for scheduling purposes for PLTW courses.  Note: Funds should be calculated for only PLTW students.


Q.  I have been looking over the RFA’s for the grants and I just wanted to make sure I am approaching this correctly. We are already in our 1st year of PLTW and have spent probably over $30,000 on new computers, tables, electric, ect. I know the max for the middle school grant is $15,000 but would all the money we have already spent count as matching funds and should I write the application for the grant including all of those items in the plan even though they have already been purchased. I’m just not sure how to approach the application since we have already begun the process. Any help would be appreciated. 

A.  The money already spent may count as the matching/in-kind funds.  You may still write for the grant and address any other needs for the program.


Q.  We are preparing for the implementation of two PLTW programs:  Biomedical and Engineering.  Would we be able to submit a request for funding for both programs? 

A.   Yes







Q.  We launched a PLTW Pathway to Engineering program this year with two sessions of the Introduction to Engineering Design course. We do not currently have internships/co-ops in place, nor do we have a partnership with a post-secondary institution (other than UK offering student’s credit for their coursework completed in the program). We are looking to greatly expand the program and provide opportunities for students, businesses, and post-secondary institutions to work side by side. 
Our question is, do we qualify for an implementation grant or a sustainability grant? 

A. If your particular school has never received any funds from KDE you may apply for the implementation grant.


Q.  Our district is in the process of fully implementing PLTW 5-12th grade.  Since we only received monies for the Energy grant can we apply for funds as an implementation grant for the Engineering grant to expand our program? 
 
A.   Yes


Q.  All three RFAs (attached) mention similar eligibility requirements:
“Schools previously receiving [insert grant name], and/or other PLTW state grants are eligible for this grant funding at a reduced level for sustainability.  The exception will be schools that have received the Implementation Grant and two or more Sustainability Grants.”
Does this apply to each grant individually, or does it apply to all of the grants as a whole? 

A. Each grant individually.


Q.  If a school district has won a biomedical implementation grant, an engineering sustainability grant, and an energy sustainability grant in the past, can the school district apply for a biomedical sustainability?

A.   Grants are awarded to individual schools in a district.  If school did not receive a sustainability grant in the 2014 grant cycle, school is eligible to apply for 1st Time Sustainability.  If awarded last cycle school must apply for 2nd Time Sustainability.


Q.   If A school district has won an engineering implementation grant and two engineering sustainability grants in the past.  Can the district apply for a biomedical implementation grant?

A.   If sustainability grants not awarded in last grant cycle schools may apply for 1st Time Sustainability.  District may apply for Biomedical implementation as long as this is for a different school from the one reflected in question above.
Q.  The eligibility requirements for all three grants say something like “Schools previously receiving…”
I notice that is says “schools” and not “school districts.”
If a school district had ten high schools, could all ten high schools win a biomedical implementation and two biomedical sustainability grants, or is that the limit for the whole district?

A.   Funds are awarded based on individual schools.


Q.  Energy:     Is there an established Energy Career Pathway and program of studies from KDE? 

A.   Please refer to course code numbers in the OCTE Program of Study for Engineering and Technology in the Power and Energy Technology Pathway.


Q.  Can the energy career pathway be a part of the engineering pathway?  

A.  Yes


Q.  Sustainability:  Does the one and two year sustainability limitations apply to schools that received the pipeline grant in the past year?

A.  Schools that received sustainability grants last year are only eligible to apply for 2nd Time Sustainability this grant cycle.


Q.  Our schools did not receive sustainability funds last year.  Are we eligible for the first time sustainability? 

A.   Yes


Q.  I ask the question because I am unaware if we have received any type of sustainability funds after our initial pipeline grant about eight years ago. 

A.   For purposes of this grant cycle, the only sustainability we consider is that awarded in the 2014 grant cycle.





Q.  These three grants state the following: “A high school and a middle school may submit a joint application when considered with implementation grant.”  
Does this mean that a high school and a middle school may NOT submit a joint application when considered with a SUSTAINABILITY grant? 

A.  Yes


Q.  Is a school that is opening Fall 2015 eligible to apply for the FY2015 PLTW grant?

A.  Yes, as long as equipment is purchased in the 2014-2015 year.


Q.  Are regional career and technology schools that serve students from multiple counties/districts eligible to apply?

A.   Yes


Q.  What are the approved Energy Technology programs for the CTE grant?  The application only states "Only Energy Technology Engineering programs of study approved by the KDE Area Consultant can qualify for this grant funding.​"  Can we find that information anywhere?

A.   Please refer to course code numbers in the OCTE Program of Study for Engineering and Technology in the Power and Energy Technology Pathway.


Q.   Can a school that has received an Energy implementation grant in the past still receive an Engineering implementation grant?

A.  Yes


Q.   Our school district began implementing PLTW in the 2012-13 school year.  We have applied twice but have not received any money from previous engineering pipeline grants.  Will we be eligible to apply for the implementation grant at the $50,000 level? 

A.   Yes


Q.  Who is qualified to teach the Energy Technology program? 

A.  Please refer to course code numbers in the OCTE Program of Study for Engineering and Technology in the Power and Energy Technology Pathway.

Q.  What training is required of the teacher of the Energy Technology program? 

A.   Same as above.  However, if PLTW curriculum is to be used then specific training is required.


Q.  Do private (501 c3) schools qualify for the Engineering Pipeline grant? 

A.   No


Q.  We are looking at applying for one or all of those grants that deal with Project Lead the Way, but we have a question. The requirements specify middle and high school participation. Our elementary schools include 5th and 6th grade, but we have an Academy for gifted students that only houses 5th and 6th graders. Would this be considered a middle school in terms of instruction? 

A.  Yes, as long as instruction is being provided to 6th graders.


Q.  Can a district budget for equipment and consumable supply purchases with the grant funds for classes that won't be taught until the following school year?  For example, could we budget for all 4 courses of Biomedical Sciences with the implementation grant funds even though students would only take Principles of Biomedical Sciences and Human Body Systems during the 2015-2016 school year and Medical Interventions and Biomedical Innovations in the 2016-2017 school year? 

A.  Funds awarded in this grant cycle must be reflected in the 2014-2015 school year.  Equipment may be purchased with these funds for future courses.


Q.   Could you provide more information on the "Annual Program Evaluation Reports" on the "implementation plan that outlines the project accomplishments related to the project need, objectives, and outcomes to be submitted May 1st 2015 and October 25th 2015." What format should this report take? Simple updates on our objectives and budget twice a year? 

A.  If awarded grant in this cycle information will be provided. 


Q.  In the RFA, under "Formatting Requirements" and "Pages limits" it states, "Narrative (application component 2 items a, b, c, d, e, f listed above) – 4 pages." Items a-f are in the components section but I cannot find any reference to component 2? Could you clarify?

A.  This is the timeline 

Q.  The component items a-h are not the same as the sections on the scoring rubric, where they are similar they are in a different order. Should we try to align them as best we can or follow one or the other? 

A.  Follow scoring rubric


Q.  Does the "Introduction" as outlined in the rubric fall under the 4-page limit of the "Narrative?" 

A. Yes


Q.  Under page limits, the RFA states..."Timeline (application component 2 item g listed above) – 1 page" but item g listed above is..."Budget summary form." Please clarify.

A.  Timeline is separate from Budget summary form and may take 1 page of narrative.


Q.   We are applying for a Project Lead the Way grant.  If in the first year of our plan the teacher only teaches one class out of her 6 period day as a PLTW course do we list her full salary as the match or just that portion of her salary (i.e. .17 FTE)? 

A.  Only potion of salary.


Q.   What do you mean by evaluating a program? 

A.  Student progress relates to student retention throughout the program.  Evaluating a program reflects success in meeting the goals of the program.


Q.  How do you show annual growth percentage in the Gateway Program when all of the students, except for a few, are required to take the classes during related arts time (Component A of Application Components)? 

A.   State specifically in application this particular requirement.


Q.  Do we include specific contacts or business names for the business partnerships in the original copy? 

A.  Yes




Q.  Can we identify any local and area businesses in the blind copy? 

A. Identify them as “our partner” 


Q.  If a teacher works to become a master teacher or the school becomes a PLTW certified school will that strengthen sustainability portion of the grant?

A.  Yes


Q.  Our district may be interested in the "Project Lead the Way" FY 2015 grant.  The wording in the RFP states:   

1. To be eligible for a Biomedical Sciences Career Pathway Grant, the local Education Agency (LEA) must be a registered Project Lead The Way (PLTW) site or should review the PLTW STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Agreement (located at the PLTW Website at http://www.pltw.org) and register their school district and school(s) no later than Fall, 2015.
We are not a PLTW site.  Is there still time to review the PLTW STEM Agreement and register?  In other words, if the school registered, would the high school be eligible to apply for this grant opportunity?
 
A.  If school has received PLTW Biomedical funding from KDE in the past school must already be a registered PLTW site.  If no funds have been received from KDE school must register no later than Fall 2015 if awarded in this grant cycle.


Q. What is the time frame for allocating matching funds?  For example, if we received the Engineering Pipeline Grant, would we be able to allocate matching funds over a period of two or three years? 

A.  Matching funds must be allocated from the 2014-2015 school year.


Q.   In Section 1, grant writers are directed to include information about the geographic areas to be served.  Could the RFA team please provide some advice on how to best include the information about geographic area without providing specific details which may identify the school district (for blinding purposes)?  How would geographic location best be described? 

A.  Our school, our district, our region, etc.



Q.  Are priority points being assigned to the FY15 application?  I only see mention of priority in regards to matching funds.

A.  No priority points.


Q.  If an industry partner has committed to a donation which will be given over the next two years, starting in the 2014-15 school year, can the commitment for 2015-16 be included in the match for this application? 

A.   Match only for 2014-2015 school year.


Q.  Are lab tables an allowable expense under related equipment? 

A.  Yes


Q.  Our district got the Beamis grant last year. I was told that we could still apply for an implementation grant, but I just want to double check that that is correct. I am not sure if that counts as a state or pltw grant. 
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A.  If school has never received funds from a KDE grant cycle they may apply for implementation.
