Green Ribbon Schools
In Fall of 2011, the US Dept of Education announced the Green Ribbon Schools Program.  

It is the first comprehensive federal initiative encompassing the three institutional roles of schools, which include these 3 Pillars: 
1) Reduce environmental impact and costs 
a. reduced greenhouse gas emissions

b. Improved water quality and conservation 

c. Reduced solid and hazardous waste production, through increased recycling, reduced consumption
d. Expanded use of alternative transportation to, during and from school.
2) Improve the health and wellness of students and staff
a. An integrated school environmental health program in all practices related to design, construction, renovation, operations, and maintenance of schools and grounds
b. High standards of nutrition, fitness, and quantity of quality outdoor time for both students and staff. 

3) Provide effective environmental and sustainability education incorporating STEM, civic skills, and green career pathways
a. Interdisciplinary learning about the key relationships between dynamic environmental, energy and human systems 
b. Use of the environment and sustainability to develop STEM content, knowledge, and thinking skills
c. Development and application of civic knowledge and skills
Some of the many benefits to those involved with greening schools: 

· energy savings allow for schools’ cost savings; 
· school environmental health can lead to increased student and staff productivity;    

· and environmental education can increase student engagement, in the STEM subjects among others, 
· and can improve student performance, enhance critical thinking and innovation skills and even reduce behavioral problems.

On April 23, 2012, Secretary Arne Duncan announced the National Green Ribbon Schools.  

In June, all winning schools were invited to Washington, D.C. for a ceremony to celebrate their success, and each school received a plaque to commemorate their achievement.  
The 3 Kentucky winners for 2011-2012 were all also National winners:

· Fayette County - Rosa Parks Elementary School
· Reaching toward community-driven sustainability objectives

· Scott County - Georgetown Middle School
· Using shared energy conservation efforts to learn STEM
· Warren County - Richardsville Elementary School 
· The first net-zero school in the nation

Two other schools also submitted Kentucky applications:

· Christian County - Lacy Elementary School

· Kenton County – Turkey Foot Middle School

Last year, schools were asked to complete an extensive survey to demonstrate progress toward each of the goals within the 3 Pillars.  Each state was allowed to submit 3 public schools for the national award.  The program in Kentucky was open to all public schools.  KDE will utilize a similar process and application to identify this year’s Kentucky Green Ribbon School Winner that will then be our nominees for the national award.  More info regarding the application process will be forthcoming.  
Key Dates in the ED-Green Ribbon Schools 2012-2013 Year

· January 10, 2013
Kentucky application available

· February 6, 2013
Kentucky school applications due to KDE

· February 13, 2013
Kentucky winners announced

· February 15, 2013
Participating states submit nominees to ED
· April 22, 2013

Announce national winners
· June 2013

Awards ceremony  

Partners in the process included:

· KDE – Facilities Branch & Division of Program Standards (School Health Consultant)

· Kentucky Environmental Education Council

· Department for Energy Development and Independence (DEDI)

· KSBA – School Energy Managers Program

USDoE website:
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
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