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Real Property Acquisition
Real property acquisition by a school district is governed by 702 KAR 4:050.  All purchases must be approved by KDE following the procedures outlined in the regulation.  This includes real property purchases adjacent to existing sites, proposed future building sites, and all other purchases of land.

The site selection process is a two-step approval process.

Step One 

· Select sites which meet the criteria in 702 KAR 4:050

· Request a site review visit by the Division of District Support – District Facilities Branch
Tentative approval may be granted by KDE at this point which would allow the district to pursue a site for further assurances and documentation which may lead to the approval to acquire the property.  

Step Two

· Submit additional assurances/documentation to KDE

· Letter from attorney indicating fee simple title may be obtained; the title opinion should be for a period of not less than sixty years

· Plat by registered surveyor

· Letter from professional engineer and/or municipal government agency providing assurance of adequate site utilities including water, power, and sewage treatment

· Letter from local government or state highway office confirming road adequacy; preferably coordinated through the District Facilities Branch so any funding from the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet can be facilitated
· Letter from architect or engineer relating to any potential environmental or safety hazards in the vicinity

· Site survey of site development costs by architects or engineers and projected acquisition cost for the proposed site; districts may not exceed fair market value as determined by an appraisal; when SFCC funds are involved, the appraisal must be performed by a licensed appraiser approved by SFCC
· Current assessed value and classification of property by property valuation administrator

· If the acquisition will require the extension of infrastructure, documentation must be provided to KDE to demonstrate how those costs will be prorated with any adjacent property owners or other parties

· If a third party is used to secure the property when the third party has a pecuniary interest in that property or an adjacent property, the local board’s minutes must document the arrangement and the local board attorney must provide assurance to KDE

Upon review of this documentation, the proposed acquisition may be approved or disapproved by the Commissioner.  

Please direct your questions regarding real property acquisition to the Division of District Support – District Facilities Branch at 502-564-4326.

