Q & A
Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Education Program RFA

2012 Competition

Q

In looking over the Homeless RFA, it clearly states how funds can be expended and the process for completing the application.  However, I am not able to find anywhere in the document a criteria or percentage of homeless a district must have in order to apply.  Is there a criteria, or can a district apply no matter how many homeless students they have?  

A

A district can apply for a grant regardless of the number of homeless students it may serve.  Districts should design a Homeless Education Program that addresses needs identified through a comprehensive needs assessment and is education focused.  If you’re concerned about not having a large number of homeless students, you can apply for a Start grant.  Please see the Funding section of the grant.  The rubric is has the criteria for the homeless grant.

Q

Can our district use the funds to purchase supplemental liability insurance on students participating in a co-op program (for their time at work)?  
A
No, homeless funds are not to be used to pay for insurance premiums.

Q

I would like to include in rationale in grant a supportive statement from Dr. - -  regarding the impact the grant has on the district. 

 

A
It’s appropriate to have a supportive statement from Dr. - -  regarding the impact the grant has on the district.

Q

Under allowable uses of funds, it says that we can use funds for referrals for medical, dental, and health services.  Does this mean that we can use those funds to pay for the services themselves?  
A

Yes.  Only in an emergency situation should you pay for treatment.  This will deplete your funds and there are state funded insurances that can cover this cost.

Q
We are considering placing a job coach who can mentor/train students about basic work and career skills and financial management.  Some students will be placed in areas of the school where they can assist with daily responsibilities.  They will be taught about punctuality, dress, time management, etc. (an internship of sorts).  Can the funding provide students with a small cash stipend or reward for the students’ work?  
A

No

Q

Some homeless and at-risk students wanting to participate in the co-op program are finding limited opportunities because employers are not willing to provide the liability insurance to cover them on the job site.  Can funds be used to provide liability insurance reimbursement to an employer for a student worker participating in a co-op program?  
A

No

Q

Do we need to apply (separately) for the $10,000.00 start-up fund?  If so, does this require a separate budget narrative and summary?

A

You don’t need to apply separately for a start-up grant.  This information should be in your detailed descriptions and budget.

Q

Are both signatures (superintendent/fiscal agent) required on the application and assurance when only one school district is applying?

A

Applicants will only list more than one district if they collaborate with a neighboring district or county for submission of application.  For example: Harlan Independent and Harlan County apply together for a grant.  Only one can be the fiscal agent.

If only one district is applying for a grant, only one signature is required.  See page 16.
