
STATEMENT OF CONSIDERATION

RELATING TO

704 KAR 3:305.  Minimum High School Graduation Requirements

Not Amended After Comment

1.
A public hearing on 704 KAR 3:305 was held on September 25, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time, in the State Board Room, Kentucky Department of Education, 500 Mero Street, 1st Floor, Frankfort, Kentucky.

2.
The following individuals attended this public hearing or submitted written or verbal comments:


Name and Title



Affiliation


Malicia T. Hitch, Staff Attorney

Protection and Advocacy


Betty Muntz, Executive Secretary

Kentucky Council for Exceptional Children

3.
The following people from the promulgating administrative body attended this public hearing or responded to the written comments:

Name and Title

Kevin C. Brown, Associate Commissioner and General Counsel, KDE
Amy Peabody, Assistant General Counsel, KDE
Johnny Collett, Director, Division of Learning Services, KDE
Robin Chandler, Policy Advisor, Office of Next Generation Learners, KDE
Tracy Herman, Policy Advisory, Office of Guiding Support Services, KDE
David Wickersham, Assistant General Counsel, KDE
Sammie Lambert, Assistant Director, Division of Learning Services, KDE
Summary of Comments and Responses

(1)
Subject Matter:  Support for regulation

(a)
Comment:  The Kentucky Council for Exception Children supports the regulation because it has the potential to help many students as they seek employment opportunities (Betty Muntz). 

Protection and Advocacy supports the regulation because they have had several calls in the past regarding the difficulty of students with a certificate of attainment attempting to obtain employment and failing due to lack of a diploma or GED.   They encourage school boards to establish policies for former students to receive an alternative diploma since those students have aged out of the system and can’t return to school (Malicia T. Hitch).

Those speaking or offering written comments of support were:  Malicia T. Hitch (Protection and Advocacy), Betty Muntz (KYCEC).
(b)
Response:  The statements provided refer to an impetus for this regulation.

(2)
Subject Matter:  Role of the Admissions and Release Committee

(a)
Section 7 should include language making explicit the role of the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) in determining whether the student’s disability precludes a course of student that meets the high school graduation requirements or whether an alternative shall be offered.  Those speaking or offering written comments were:  Malicia T. Hitch (Protection and Advocacy).
(b)
Response:  The role of the ARC is outlined in 707 KAR 1:320 and inclusion in 704 KAR 3:305 would be redundant.  The agency will include information in guidance and technical assistance about the role of the ARC in making these kinds of decisions.
Summary of Statement of Consideration and Action Taken by Promulgating Administrative Body

As indicated by the comments and responses stated above, the Kentucky Board of Education considered the comments but believes the comments do not warrant changes in 704 KAR 3:305.
