
Release 15.3 
Product Enhancements 



Author Drag and Drop Item 
• Drag and Drop technology enhanced items can be authored in Schoolnet 
• NOTE – IE 8 users are required to upgrade their browser version or download the Google Chrome Frame plug-in in order to 

author or edit hot spot items 

Defines the 
number of times 
an answer 
choice can be 
used 

Defines the 
number of 
answer choices 
that a container 
can accept 



New ‘Teacher Instructions’ Field 
• ‘Teacher Instructions’ field appears when creating or editing an item or passage  
• Viewable in Assessment Admin from Item/Passage Details page 
• ‘Download Teacher Instructions’ option on Test Detail page appears if test items or passages 

contain Teacher Instructions 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Co-Authoring Folders 
Item authoring teams can work within a single co-authoring folder to collaboratively create items, 
rubrics and passages.   
Co-authoring folders: 
• Can be created by any user with Assess; co-authors in a folder can originate from any 

institution and level 
• Can be edited at any time; empty folders can be deleted 
• Create items, rubrics or passages from within a folder,  or move them between folders 
• “Share” multiple co-authored items to Item Central at one time 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Student-Facing Spell and Grammar Checker 

• For use with Open Response items configured for written student response 
• Can be enabled at both the test and item level 
• Functional across all supported online testing platforms 
• Designed for use with English response questions 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



New Look: Item Save and Share page 
• User is presented with clear and simple item sharing options 
• School list will no longer display by default when ‘Everyone’ is selected, reducing the length of 

the page 
• Users who wish to limit their sharing by institution or district can click ‘Limit by School’ to see 

the school (or district) list 
 
 
 

 
 



Designate a Test for   
Track/Display Student Response Time 

– Schedule a Test: New Online Test Option 
– Unchecked Default = No Times Tracked/Displayed 
– Checked = Times Tracked/Displayed 

 



Student Comments 
 
 
 

• Students can leave comments in test questions while taking a test 
• Optional test property (off by default) 

 
 
 



 
Student Comments 

 
 
 • Students can leave their comments in the test tunnel 

 
 
 



 
Student Comments 

 
 
 • Teachers / test creators can read both comment types from the Test Detail page 

 
 
 



 
Android Support 

 
 
 • Students can use Android devices to take tests in the Online Test Tunnel 

 
• Support the following tablets: 

• ASUS eee Pad Transformer – Android 4.0.2 (Ice Cream Sandwich) 
• Samsung Galaxy Tab 3 – Android 4.2.2 (Jelly Bean revision 2) 

 
• 10 inch screens / landscape mode 

 
• Android supported functionality: 

• Calculators 
• Open Response Question Types 
• Language Entry and Display / Special Character Palette 
• Manipulatives (Rulers, Compass, Protractor) (with workaround) 
• Formula Sheets 
• Highlighter 
• Hotspot Question Types 
• Matching Question Types 
• Gridded Question Types 
• Inline Response Question Types 
• Audio / Video Media (in Chrome) 
• True / False Question Types  
• Multiple Choice Question Types 

 
 

 
 
 



District Configured KPIs – District Leadership 
• District administrators have the ability to set their respective district’s goals directly from the 

KPI Dashboard 



District Configured KPIs – District Leadership 

• A district administrator can apply the same goal to all schools within the district or establish 
individual school goals 

 
• The district goal updated through the KPI Dashboard will automatically update wherever the 

district goal is displayed throughout the application 



New Multiple Choice Answer Layout – Test Creation 

• There are two new multiple choice answer layouts in addition to the current single column 
layout: 

 
• Two columns – across, then down 
• Two columns – down, then across 



New Multiple Choice Answer Layout – Secure Test Tunnel 

• The new answer layout is available in the 
Online Test Tunnel, Secure Tester (PC and 
Mac) as well as print version of 
assessments (Word and PDF) 



Anchor Items 
• Test items can be designated as anchor items to be used as visual reminders 
 

• A single test can have multiple anchor items 
• Anchor items cannot be applied to activities 
• Only the user who designates a test item as an anchor item will see the icon 
• The anchor item can be added at any point during and after test creation 



Anchor Items 
• An “anchor item” is designated with a 

(certificate) icon 
 

• Items designated anchor items will be 
displayed on the Item Analysis 

 
• Anchor item designation can also be found 

in the test item properties view on the 
Item Detail page 



 Support item authoring in Chinese  
• ‘Chinese’ language can be enabled on the System tab to create assessment items/passages/rubrics in 

Chinese 
• Search for these items in Item Central using the language field 
• Assessment creators can create an express test by filtering items by language 

 
 
 
 

 



Tools and Manipulatives at the Item level 
• Item and assessment authors will be able to select specific tool(s) or manipulative(s) at the item level 
• Test schedulers can set this property at the item level or test level  

• Select ‘item settings’ to allow the item properties to manifest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Filter Federated Materials by Resource Formats 

• Users of the federated search content will be able to filter resources by ‘resource formats’ 
• Users can find ‘audio’, ‘video’ or resources aligned to multiple format types quickly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Search for Standards by dot notation 
• Users can quickly and efficiently search for a Standard using a whole or partial Standard ID, whole or 

partial keyword  
• A type-ahead field displays choices that are refined as more information is entered 
• Note: Users will be able to search by a standard ID or ‘keyword’ only. The ‘:’ is a delimiter and should 

not be used as a search parameter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Instructional Materials Search– UI Enhancements 
 

• ‘Subject’ and ‘Grade’ dropdowns have been moved to top of page for better visual clarity and for consistency of 
layout across all users 

• Users can define parameters before searching 
• ‘Search’ field made prominent 
• Teachers will have their Subjects/Grades they teach selected by default. These criteria is removed from left facets 
• Counts for will remain as per existing functionality 

 
 
 
 
 

 

. 



Screen Reader Support for Assessments 

• Added support for IE 9 and 10 (not 8!) 
• Supported features for 15.3 

• File Upload – For IE and Safari, use of the mouse is required to access the Choose button 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Student Comments 
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