Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Principal’s Roundtable
When: At beginning of the school year
Audience: Students entering the middle grades
Process: 
Who knows better than the entering students what is needed for them to have a successful transition?  Select students that are representative of the student population to meet with the principal for the purpose of discussing their transition to the middle grades.  The following questions could be addressed:

· Were you nervous and worried about entering the middle grades?  Why or why not?

· Do you feel that the information you received and the activities that you were involved with prior to entering the middle grades prepared you for this year?  Why or why not?

· What else is needed to be done to better prepare you for entering the middle grades, both academically and socially?  

· Which activities or practices have helped you the most with your transition to the middle grades?

· Which activities or practices have helped you the least with your transition to the middle grades?

· The Principal’s Roundtable can be used for other purposes throughout the school year and can be expanded to include students from other grade levels. Other purposes for the roundtable might include:

· To receive student input and feedback on a new policy, procedure or practice
· A ready means of checking on school climate from the student’s perspective

· An avenue for addressing student issues and concerns

· The development of a student leadership team

Things to Consider:








Be sure that the group reflects a true mix of students so that all perspectives are voiced in the meeting.


This meeting could be made more special by providing students with a snack or by planning it around lunch time.


A similar meeting with parents/families would provide more complete information to use in planning the transition program for next year and give them an outlet for discussing issues and concerns.�











Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nmsa.org/Publications/MiddleGround/Articles/October2005/Article1/tabid/637/Default.aspx" ��Kid-to Kid: Guiding our students�
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