Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  End the Guessing Game
When:   Beginning of the school year
Audience:   Incoming high school freshmen
Process:
Middle school academics are very different from high school academics.  It takes students a while to understand that grades are linked to credits and credits must be earned in order to advance through the grade levels and ultimately graduate.  With a bit of preparation, students can have an understanding of the academic expectations and better meet these challenges.
Almost every high school teacher hands out a syllabus and spends the first day of school going over it.  By the time students get home that evening, most will admit that the entire day has become one big blur of unclear expectations. Teachers should consider presenting their classroom routines and expectations in a more engaging way. 
· Ask teachers to provide a PowerPoint presentation or video that could be e-mailed to parents or posted to teacher web pages.  This presentation should address procedures and expectations for the class.   Parents and students could view this together at home.  The presentation might also include background information about the teacher and a welcoming introduction to the class.
· Place a hidden message in the syllabus and give the first student finding the message a prize.
· Add graphics to the syllabus and print it on colored or decorative paper to make it more interesting and eye-appealing. 

· Have students pair up and do a scavenger hunt activity using the syllabus.   
· Show a video prepared by students from the previous year.  In the video students could provide tips on how to be successful in the class.  It could also include a part by the teacher addressing other necessary information.[image: image1.png]
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Things to Consider:





High school teachers often complain that students are unable to meet reasonable expectations.  Truth be known, many students are simply unsure about what the expectations are.  Teachers need to be sure to set their expectations clearly and communicate these to students and parents. 


Modeling is a great tool for students and it helps them understand the level of effort and commitment needed on their part to be successful.








Links:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lausd.net/Jefferson_HS/standards/sampl_syllabus.html" ��Sample Syllabus�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&rls=com.microsoft%3Aen-us%3AIE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADFA_en&q=Sample+high+school+syllabus&btnG=Search&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=" ��More sample syllabi�
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