Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  In a Million Words or Less
When:   Beginning of the school year
Audience:   Parents of incoming high school students
Process:
Teachers often begin the school year with a parent letter in which they introduce themselves and provide an overview of the school year. These parent letters are wonderful sources of information and teachers often agonize over the design and content of the letters for weeks before they actually send them home to parents.  This transition activity involves a letter from parents, to the teachers, about the students.
Parents are the experts on their children.  They know their children’s personalities, quirks, successes and failures.  This activity involves a homework assignment for the first week of school- only it is to be completed by the student’s parent or guardian, not by the student themselves.
· The actual activity can be worded like this: You know so much more about your own child than I know about them at this moment.  As we are going to be on a year long journey together, and part of my job it so help prepare your child for the future you want them to have.  It helps when I know more about your child’s likes and dislikes, their personality and tendencies, and their past successes and failures.  In a million words or less, tell me all about your child.  
· You can alter the title and try, “In five hundred words or less…” if you want to make the task less daunting to parents
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Research has shown that the single most important factor for student success is relationships with adults in their academic environment. Activities such as this one help to build those relationships and help teachers connect with students.





Things to Consider:





Links
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