Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Making Connections
When:   Beginning of the school year
Audience:   Incoming high school students
Process:
High schools are typically larger, less personal and more departmentalized than middle and elementary schools. As a result, students often feel disconnected and somewhat lost.  Recent research of students who dropped out of school without graduating shows that almost half reported doing so because they were bored or disengaged from the high school.  It is very easy for ninth graders especially to get lost and to not feel connected to their new school.
· Ask all of the school teams, clubs, and organizations to decorate the cafeteria walls with banners, posters, and other paraphernalia representative of their group and showing what the group does.

· Schedule a time (e.g., at lunch, one hour during the day, early arrival time and homeroom) for representatives of the various school clubs, organizations, teams, and special activities to set up booths and allow freshman students to visit and gather information. 
· Identify places for posting meeting announcements for all groups (e.g., hall bulletin board, location on school web site, school announcements).

· Utilize ILP “Hobbies and Interests”data to determine extr-curricular interests of freshman. Look for unrepresented areas to address that would help more students be connected to the school.
· Find out which students are not participating in school organizations and identify a mentor (either school staff or community members) for these students to provide them with a stronger connection to the school.[image: image1.png]
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Things to Consider:








After a first meeting, mentors could meet with their mentees electronically.  Having e-mail communications could increase the amount of contact for students with their mentors. However, students may need school time for doing this.








Links


� HYPERLINK "http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/Beginning_of_School_Year/Easing%20the%20Transition%20to%20High%20School.pdf" ��Easing the Transition to High School�
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