Moving Up: Transition Toolkit 


Title:  Raising the Bar
When:   Beginning of the school year
Audience:   Parents of incoming high school students
Process:
The transition from middle grades to high school is often very confusing for incoming freshman.  Grades, course selection and credits are either new concepts completely, or take on an entirely new meaning on the high school level.  Parents and students are often unaware of the benefits of accelerated learning opportunities. Help parents and students make the connection from the high school coursework to the resulting college level coursework that student will take once he or she enters college (or dual credit courses in their last two years of high school). 
· Host an Accelerated Learning Opportunities Rally and/or a College Fair.  During this event, a quick overview of the latest research can be presented to parents and students.  Counselors or teachers can share accelerated learning course offerings (AP, Dual Credit, IB, etc) and students who have taken the courses can share their experiences. Local college staff can attend and be called upon to discussion the colleges’ approach to the various accelerated learning opportunities and how the college uses these credits in admission and placement decisions.  The colleges could set up informational booths for parents and students to ask questions and learn more about the college opportunities.
· Students currently enrolled in accelerated courses could visit younger students and talk with upcoming middle school students about high school course offerings and the benefits of taking advantage of such opportunities.
· Counselors and teachers can take the opportunity to sit down with students individually and/or with parents and go over EPAS EXPLORE scores. Explaining the benchmark goals and helping plot a course of action to keep students on, or above target, is a great way to help students and parents see the connection between college and career readiness, high school grades, and  high school coursework.[image: image1.png]



Things to Consider:





Students and parents are unaware of the research that shows that what courses a student takes often has direct correlation with that students ACT score and which college and what college courses they will need to take as a result








Links


� HYPERLINK "http://www.act.org/index.html" ��ACT: Planning your future�
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